
 

 

Advent Devotions 2019     Week 3 

Fear not, Joseph, son of David 

 

Surely God is my salvation; 

I will trust, and will not be afraid, 

for the Lord God is my strength, and my might; 

and has become my salvation. 

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 

and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 

The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him; 

his delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 

(Based on Isaiah 11:1-3; 12:2) 

  

Prayer Based on Isaiah 35 

God of our salvation, you speak through angels and prophets, 

telling us: “Be strong, do not fear! For I will come and save you.” 

Open our eyes and unstop our ears that we may sing for joy at 

the coming of your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Gathering Song Come, thou long-expected Jesus  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NOxJFN-9_vs 

Fear not, Joseph, son of David 
 
Reading: Matthew 1:18-25  
Matthew 1:18-25 Common English Bible (CEB) 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+1%3A18-

25+&version=CEB 

 

Response to the reading: 

Thus says the Lord: Do not fear, for I have redeemed you. 

You have called us by name; we are yours. 

 

Reflection 
Hymn: Christ the Lord -by Sarah Hart and Robert Feduccia 
https://youtu.be/SjHy5t7mBUY 

1. Darkness hangs, the world is aching 
Yearning for the coming light 
In his rising, hope awaking 
Love has come to steal the night 
In our hearts true east we're facing 
Toward the coming of our Lord 
Morning rising, gloom now fleeing 
Christ returned! His word is true! 
 
2. As we wait with hope for rescue 
Love descends and all is well 
Prophets tell, "Your God is with us 
Heaven's gift, Emmanuel" 
He is here, but hid as lowly 
In the poor and mystery 
Where the bread and wine are offered 
He is here: our God and King 
 
3. Parting clouds reveal his wonder 
Mighty King in victory 
Trembling earth and rolling thunder 
Blazing sun and quaking sea 
Now he comes, our King, in glory 
Saints rejoice and darkness flees 
Rising rays of light his chariot 
Christ the Lord has made us free 
 
4. On us now the Son is shining 
Lifting us to his embrace 
Shame is cursed, no more confounding 
Lift your head and know his face 
Love incarnate, breath indwelling 
Now in truth is truth made known 
We are his and he forever 
Is our God and he alone 
A lyrical contemporary hymn for Advent with a beautiful text. Purchase the music at: 
www.spiritandsong.com/compositions/85568 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NOxJFN-9_vs
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+1%3A18-25+&version=CEB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+1%3A18-25+&version=CEB
https://youtu.be/SjHy5t7mBUY


 
Prayers 
 
God of Zechariah, you break into our fearful world with news of 

joy and gladness. Give light to all who sit in darkness, and guide 

our feet into the way of peace. 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 

 

God of Mary, you know the fears of your people. Lift up the 

lowly, especially those who are sick, those who mourn, those 

who are hungry, and all in need of your care. 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 

 

God of Joseph, your message calls us to let go of our fears and 

place our trust in you. Sustain us in your hope as we await our 

Savior’s birth. 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 

 

God of all creation, you name us as your precious and chosen 

people and redeem us through Christ. Take hold of our hearts 

and shine your love through our lives. 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 
 

Lord’s Prayer  

Teach us to boldly pray in the words our Savior gave us: 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

 

 

 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen 

 

 
Blessing 
Soon, the angel will announce to the shepherds, “Fear not! I 
bring you good news of great joy.” As we await the coming of 
Christ, may the God of our salvation grant you peace and joy, 
hope and gladness   Amen. 

 

Sending Song   
 
Emmanuel by Steve Angrisano 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HnAKAB4OYik 
  

Dismissal 
Fear not! Christ is coming soon. 
Amen! Come, Lord Jesus! 
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BONUS: 

Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VCrEt11-SFU 

 

 


