
LIVING SAVIOUR LUTHERAN CHURCH

CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA

 TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

OCTOBER 11, 2026

Living Saviour Lutheran Church is a faith community

striving to live and love as Jesus did, eagerly welcoming all

and bringing healing, help, and hope to the world.



WELCOME TO WORSHIP!

THE VITALITY SURVEY link was sent out this morning and should be in your inbox.  If 
you did not receive it, please reach out to the church office.  We will have computers set  
up on October 18 and 25 before and after worship for anyone who needs assistance 
accessing and/or completing the survey.   

LSLC LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
The building of Living Saviour Lutheran Church, and the larger area surrounding it, is 
located on the original and ancestral homelands of the Catawba, Cheraw, Sugaree and 
Waxhaw people. We acknowledge their presence here since time immemorial, and we 
honor those who lived here before this congregation, or this city, came to be, who were the 
first stewards of the land, the first people who offered the first prayers and sang the first 
songs into the very soil under our feet.

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS TODAY:
 Assisting Minister/Crucifer - Russell Hinson
 Acolyte - Charlie Parham

INSTRUMENTALISTS TODAY:
 Trumpet - Gordon Hann
 Woodwinds - Barbara Tobin

THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given by Mike and Laura Michael in celebration of their 50th 
wedding anniversary. 

THIS WORSHIP FOLDER contains all elements of the worship service. It is designed to 
encourage your participation. Please read the words in bold print and join in the singing of 
all hymns. Italicized words are instructions.

RESTROOMS are located at the back of the sanctuary and down the short hallway.

WE WELCOME CHILDREN IN OUR WORSHIP SERVICES! 
Parents, you are always welcome to bring your children to worship with you. If you are 
comfortable and prefer having them in supervised childcare, it is available and is under the 
very capable and loving supervision of Ms. Carla. The Childcare Room is down the steps as 
you enter the gathering area outside the sanctuary. Someone will be happy to direct you 
there.

�� CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BULLETINS for readers and non-readers are available on 
the welcome table where the worship folders are located.

�� QUIET BAGS for use by children during worship have been updated and arranged by 
age groups. They are located to the left as you enter the sanctuary. Feel free to pick 
one up and replace it on the hooks when you leave.

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES are on page 21. 
PRAYER LIST is on page 17.
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WE GATHER IN CHRIST’S NAME

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE                         “Every Time I Feel the Spirit"      arr. Stan Pethel
(Barbara Tobin & Pastor Sara, flutes)

Please stand as you are able. 

GATHERING DIALOGUE

In the name of the Father, 
and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.

Hurricanes, floods, earthquakes and environmental havoc;
drones and war and gun violence;
cancer and heart disease and ebola;
poverty and injustice and oppression.

The ways of death in this world are many.
The words of death surround us.
The fear of death envelopes us.
But we come now to hear a different Word,
a true Word
a life-giving Word.

We are here on Isaiah’s mountain
where tears are wiped away,
where a banquet table has been set,
where death has been swallowed up forever.

We do not fully understand it.
And we may not fully believe it.

And yet here it is:
the power of Christ within us and among us.

So let us be glad and rejoice in your salvation!
All praise and thanks to you, Holy God! Amen.

Please turn to face the processional cross. 
As the cross passes your row, please turn to the altar. 
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GATHERING HYMN       “Look Who Gathers at Christ’s Table”                 ACS 977

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples and poured out your 
life with abundance. Call us again to your banquet. Strengthen us by what is 
honorable, just, and pure, and transform us into a people of righteousness 
and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please be seated.

WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD

FIRST READING: Isaiah 25:1,4-9

A reading from Isaiah. 

1 O L���, you are my God;
  I will exalt you; I will praise your name,
 for you have done wonderful things,
  plans formed of old, faithful and sure.

4 For you have been a refuge to the poor,
  a refuge to the needy in their distress,
  a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat.
 When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm,

5 the noise of foreigners like heat in a dry place,
 you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds;
  the song of the ruthless was stilled.

6 On this mountain the L��� of hosts will make for all peoples
  a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines,
  of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear.

7 And he will destroy on this mountain
  the shroud that is cast over all peoples,
  the covering that is spread over all nations;

8 he will swallow up death forever.
 Then the Lord G�� will wipe away the tears from all faces,
  and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth,
  for the L��� has spoken.

9 It will be said on that day,
  “See, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us.
  This is the L��� for whom we have waited;
  let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 



SECOND READING: Philippians 4:1-9

A reading from Philippians. 

1 My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in 
the Lord in this way, my beloved.

2 I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. 3 Yes, 
and I ask you also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they have struggled 
beside me in the work of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my 
coworkers, whose names are in the book of life.

4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5 Let your gentleness be 
known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever 
is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is 
any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 
9 As for the things that you have learned and received and heard and noticed in me, 
do them, and the God of peace will be with you.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

Please stand as you are able to welcome the gospel.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                         ELW Setting 6
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GOSPEL: Matthew 22:1-14

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

1 Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: 2 “The kingdom of heaven 
may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. 3 He sent his 
slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would 
not come. 4 Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: 
Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been 
slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.’ 5 But they 
made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, 6 while the 
rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. 7 The king was enraged. He 
sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. 8 Then he said to 
his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. 9 Go therefore 
into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.’ 
10 Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both 
good and bad, so the wedding hall was filled with guests.

11 “But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was 
not wearing a wedding robe, 12 and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here 
without a wedding robe?’ And he was speechless. 13 Then the king said to the 
attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where 
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 14 For many are called, but few are 
chosen.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON                                                                          Pastor Sara Ilderton
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Please stand as you are able.

HYMN OF THE DAY            “Let Us Go Now to the Banquet”                     ELW 523
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the 
world.

Holy God, we remember your promise of unity on your holy mountain. Empower  
the World Council of Churches and all those working across religious difference, that 
the world may know your undivided love. Challenge this congregation to welcome 
everyone to the table.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

We remember your promise of green pastures and quiet waters. Preserve all places 
of natural beauty and restore our relationship with the land. 
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

We remember your promise to not abandon us amid storm and disaster. Renew all 
communities facing disasters and give your courage to those leading relief efforts. 
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

We remember your promise to wipe away every tear. Heal and console all who are 
sick or suffering especially those we name silently or aloud....(prayer list on page 17)
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

We remember your promise to swallow up death forever. We give thanks for those 
who have gone before us. 
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and those 
in our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

After exchanging the peace with those near you, please be seated.

MINISTRY MINUTE        God's Work. Our Hands.
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WE SHARE THE SUPPER OF THE LORD

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING

Let us with gladness present the offerings of our life and labor to the Lord.

The offering plate is passed. You may also give electronically using the QR code on 
the back cover.

MUSICAL OFFERING                “Welcome Table”         Spiritual, arr. Mark Hayes

Please stand as you are able.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

God of creation,
you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.
All blessings are from you;
make us generous with what we have.
Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts
in service to you and in love to our neighbors,
today and always.
Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our privilege and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy are you, Lord God of all creation,
and blessed is Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lowered himself to become one of us,
so that we might be lifted from the depths of sin and death.

The celebrant continues with the Words of Institution.

As we gather to celebrate this feast you have set before us, 
we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Pour out your Spirit, nourishing God,
upon this table of grace and joy,
and upon those of us who gather around it in response to your invitation.
As you transform these simple gifts of bread and wine
into signs of your grace and love,
transform us into servants who are
eager to bring healing, help and hope to the world.

And when all time has ended,
we will gather in never-ending praise around the Lamb's table,
through whom all honor and glory is yours, O living God,
with the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

ACCLAMATION AT THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

Be present, be present, Lord Jesus Christ.
Grace our table with your presence,
and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.

The bread is raised and broken.

Please be seated.

An usher will direct you forward for Communion.

Communion is served at head of the aisle. 

We use wheat wafers, white grape juice and wine. If you need a gluten free wafer, 
please make that known to the pastor.

For any who desire a blessing, please come forward with your arms crossed. 

SHARING OF THE BREAD AND WINE

The body of Christ given for you.
 The blood of Christ shed for you.



MUSIC DURING DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

Please join in singing the hymns which follow.

“God Extends an Invitation”                                                                   ELW 486
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"All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly”                                                 Tune: Holy Manna
(Organ and Piano Duet)

“All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly”                                                             ELW 461
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“Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am”                                                                  ELW 814

Please stand as you are able.

COMMUNION BLESSING

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood, 
strengthen, keep and unite us now and forever. 
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

Sustaining God,
with this bread and cup,
you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love,
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.
Amen.
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WE ARE SENT TO SHARE THE GOOD NEWS

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen.

SENDING HYMN                   “Come, Share the Spirit”                        ACS 1045

15



DISMISSAL

Go out with joy, striving to live and love as Jesus did,
welcoming all and bringing healing, help, and hope to the world.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

POSTLUDE   “Jesus Loves Me”      Payne
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PRAYER LIST

Geraldine Dawn Tom Chriske
Elsie M Judy Frye Tim M
Bob Pilgrim Traci A   Maxine
Mary Gonnelli Sherry W Barbara
Theo & Family   Debbie B   Denise
Tony Eller    Doug Cone   Darcy R
Debbie M    Jim Crawford  Denny M.
John Mersereau   Karen Kaufeld  Dionne Sandiford
Ed Crowell    Lee Van Mallson  David Leverenez
Kippie & Ande   Lois DeLoache Terry Godwin
Ray & Glenda   Trudy Terlinde Claire & Family 
Nancy Bryant   Cindy & Dan  John
Billy M    Leslie Petrine  

*Prayers for the Grieving
Family of Jill Lamb 
Family of John Farris
Family of Pat Hipps
Family of Frank Poley
Family of Sherry Crawford
Family of Joey Skidmore
Family of Frank Snodgrass
Family of Allen Parham
Family of Crystal Maier

Prayers for all First Responders, Veterans and those in Active 
Military Service
Grayson Jenkins
Michael Whetstone & family
Andy Williams 
Neil Mitchell 
Corey Young

*For Prayers for the Grieving - Church Members and Relatives of Members 
  will remain on the prayer list for one year. Others will remain on the list for        
  one month, unless otherwise requested.



2026 HEALTH AND WHOLENESS

POTENTIAL CLASS - NEED INPUT ON INTEREST

QPR (Question, Persuade, Refer) Gatekeeper Suicide Prevention is a free 1.5 hour 
course offered by Mental Health America. We can offer this training at Living 
Saviour if we have 30 people to commit to attending this one class. Just like CPR, 
QPR is an emergency response to someone in crisis and can save lives. Health and 
Wholeness would like to offer this class to our congregation and community in 
November on a Wednesday or Saturday afternoon, or we can plan a class in 
January.

If you’re interested in attending, contact Laura Michael with your interest and if a 
Wednesday or Saturday works best for you. Encourage your teens, family and 
friends to come and learn to detect and prevent the tragedy of suicide. Please 
include your name and contact information.

Email Laura Michael at lmichael9901@gmail.com
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2026 HEALTH AND WHOLENESS

The September theme is women's reproductive cancers.

Tip#2: Major risk factors for gynecological cancers include family history, obesity, 
age over 60 and HPV infection. Family history is the strongest risk for ovarian 
cancer. Obesity causes an increase in estrogen and chronic inflammation that can 
affect the lining of the uterus (the endometrium), leading to a greater risk of 
endometrial cancer. Most ovarian, endometrial, and vulvar cancers are seen in 
women over 60 but women under 40 are more likely to get cervical cancer. HPV 
(human papilloma virus) is sexually transmitted and causes cervical, vaginal, and 
vulvar cancer.

Malachi 4:2 But for you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness shall rise 
with healing in its wings. You shall go out leaping like calves from a stall.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Wednesday, October 28 @ 11:30 a.m. - Women's Tea Party & Cancer Class 
This is a one hour educational program focused on the prevention of female 
reproductive cancers. Our Health & Wholeness Ministry will host this class presented 
by Levine Cancer Center  in our fellowship hall. During the session we will discuss 
risk reduction strategies as well as signs and symptoms of these cancers. The 
presentation is interactive, informative, and designed to help women better 
understand their health and the importance of early detection. 

Bring your lunch and a friend! Tea and sweets will be provided!
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Credits/Acknowledgements

Intercessory Prayers from Sundays and Seasons by permission under Augsburg Liturgies 
License SAS103467

From sundaysandseasons.com.  Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23663.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved.

All music and lyrics published in this worship service are printed by permission of the 
following licenses:
OneLicense #A-725570, LicenSing #612800, CCLI #11242717, Augsburg Fortress #23663. 

Gathering Dialogue: written by Joanna Harader and posted on Spacious Faith.
https://spaciousfaith.com/. Adapted.

Thanksgiving at the Table: Thom Schumann. Adapted.

"Look Who Gathers at Christ's Table"

"Let Us Go Now to the Banquet"

"All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly"

"Come, Share the Spirit"
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THIS WEEK AT LIVING SAVIOUR

Sunday: October 11
• 9:15 a.m. Choir Rehearsal
• 9:15 a.m. Adult Faith Formation & Children’s Sunday School
• 9:30 a.m. Middle/High School Hangout
• 10:30 a.m. Worship

Monday: October 12
• 6:15 p.m. Yoga 4 You
• 7:00 p.m. Scout Troop 165

Tuesday: October 13
• 9:30 a.m. Yoga 4 You
• 10:00 a.m. Prayer Shawl Ministry
• 6:45 p.m. Cub Scout Pack 265 

Wednesday: October 14
• 10:00 a.m. Bible/Book Study
• 6:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal

Thursday: October 15
• 9:30 a.m. Yoga 4 You
• 11:00 a.m. Chair Yoga
• 6:15 p.m. Yoga 4 You

Saturday: October 17
• 10:00 a.m. Choir Rehearsal
• 10:00 a.m. Yoga 4 Yoga
• 3:00 p.m. Confirmation Class

Sunday: October 18
• 9:15 a.m. Choir Rehearsal
• 9:15 a.m. Adult Faith Formation & Children’s Sunday School
• 9:30 a.m. Middle/High School Hangout
• 10:30 a.m. Worship
• 11:30 a.m. Monthly Council Meeting
• 5:30 p.m. bRidge Meeting




