
LIVING SAVIOUR LUTHERAN CHURCH

CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA

REFORMATION SUNDAY

TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

OCTOBER 25, 2026

Living Saviour Lutheran Church is a faith community

striving to live and love as Jesus did, eagerly welcoming all

and bringing healing, help, and hope to the world.



WELCOME TO WORSHIP!

THE VITALITY SURVEY If you’ve completed the Congregational Vitality Survey, 
“Thank you!” If you haven’t, please do so by today. We want to know what is/is not 
working in nurturing your relationship with God, each other, and the world around 
us. We want to remain faithful and vital as followers of Jesus.

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS TODAY:
 Assisting Minister - Steve Vick
 Crucifer - Jackson Thom
 Acolyte - Henry Schwab

INSTRUMENTALISTS TODAY:
 Trumpet - Gordon Hann
 Woodwinds - Barbara Tobin

THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given by Don Huff to the glory of God and in loving 
memory of his father, David Huff, and his grandmother, Grace Stepp Cornwell. 

THIS WORSHIP FOLDER contains all elements of the worship service. It is 
designed to encourage your participation. Please read the words in bold print and 
join in the singing of all hymns. Italicized words are instructions.

RESTROOMS are located at the back of the sanctuary and down the short hallway.

WE WELCOME CHILDREN IN OUR WORSHIP SERVICES! 
Parents, you are always welcome to bring your children to worship with you. If you 
are comfortable and prefer having them in supervised childcare, it is available and 
is under the very capable and loving supervision of Ms. Carla. The Childcare Room 
is down the steps as you enter the gathering area outside the sanctuary. Someone 
will be happy to direct you there.

�� CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BULLETINS for readers and non-readers are 
available on the welcome table where the worship folders are located.

�� QUIET BAGS for use by children during worship have been updated and 
arranged by age groups. They are located to the left as you enter the 
sanctuary. Feel free to pick one up and replace it on the hooks when you 
leave.

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES are on page 21. 

THE QUILTS ON DISPLAY today are the culmination of a year's work on several 
levels to create quilts that will be shipped in November to Lutheran World Relief. 
What started as fabric lengths is cut into squares, pleasingly arranged into a 
pattern, sewn into a 60" x 80" colorful quilt top, then layered with batting and a 
solid color backing. The three layers are tied together every 10 inches, then the 
border is stitched to enclose all. LWR sends these very quilts worldwide to people in 
crisis.
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WE GATHER IN CHRIST’S NAME

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE                             "A Mighty Fortress"      arr. Hayes and Gaspard
(Nancy Mersereau, piano and Don Huff, organ)

Please stand as you are able and face the baptismal font.

GATHERING DIALOGUE

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God.
Blessed be God, the fountain of living water.
Blessed be God, the rock who gave us birth.
Blessed be God, our light and our salvation.
Amen.

As the cross passes your row, please turn to the altar. 

GATHERING HYMN          “Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation”               ELW 645
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE                                                                                                Setting One

>>>Continued>>>
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE               “Glory to God” Setting One

 >>>Continued>>>



“Glory to God” (continued)

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church 
in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them 
steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend 
them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your 
saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated.
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WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34

A reading from Jeremiah. 

31 The days are surely coming, says the L���, when I will make a new covenant with 
the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant that I 
made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the 
land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the 
L���. 33 But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those 
days, says the L���: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their 
hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34 No longer shall they 
teach one another or say to each other, “Know the L���,” for they shall all know 
me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the L���, for I will forgive their 
iniquity and remember their sin no more.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

PSALMODY     “God Is Our Refuge and Strength”      Allen Pote
(Chancel Choir; Text based on Psalm 46)

SECOND READING: Romans 3:19-28

A reading from Romans. 

19 Now we know that, whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the 
law, so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world may be held 
accountable to God. 20 For no human will be justified before him by deeds prescribed 
by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin.

21 But now, apart from the law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed and 
is attested by the Law and the Prophets, 22 the righteousness of God through the 
faith of Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all have 
sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are now justified by his grace as a 
gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a 
sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to 
demonstrate his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed 
over the sins previously committed; 26 it was to demonstrate at the present time his 
own righteousness, so that he is righteous and he justifies the one who has the 
faith of Jesus.

27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. Through what kind of law? That 
of works? No, rather through the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified 
by faith apart from works prescribed by the law.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 
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Please stand as you are able to welcome the gospel.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                  ELW 168
Cantor sings first, all repeat

GOSPEL: Matthew 22:34-46

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

34 When the Pharisees heard that [Jesus] had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered 
together, 35 and one of them, an expert in the law, asked him a question to test him. 
36 “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” 37 He said to him, 
“ ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind.’ 38 This is the greatest and first commandment. 39 And a second is 
like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 On these two commandments 
hang all the Law and the Prophets.”

41 Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this 
question: 42 “What do you think of the Messiah? Whose son is he?” They said to him, 
“The son of David.” 43 He said to them, “How is it then that David by the Spirit calls 
him Lord, saying,

44 ‘The Lord said to my Lord,
 “Sit at my right hand,
  until I put your enemies under your feet” ’?
45 “If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?” 46 No one was able to give 
him an answer, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE/BLESSING OF THE QUILTS       

SERMON                                                                          Pastor Sara Ilderton

6



Please remain seated for stanzas 1,2,3. Stand for stanza 4.

HYMN OF THE DAY             “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”       ELW 504
Stanza 1,2–All    Stanza 3–Choir   Stanza 4–All, standing as you are able
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*APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Creator 
who is present, supportive, proud, 
merciful and absolutely loving. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, 
fully human and fully divine, 
born of Mary to bring light to the world. 
He taught us to love and serve all people. 
He suffered a criminal’s death, 
was buried and rose again on the third day – 
proof that death loses. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the giver of life. 
I believe in the holy universal church. 
I believe in the unity of believers and followers of Christ. 
I believe in the forgiveness of sins, 
the church as the risen body of Christ, 
and that love has no end. Amen.

*As written by our 2025 Confirmands

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the 
world.

As we commemorate Reformation Sunday, we remember the witness of Martin 
Luther and the reformers of the church in every generation. Empower us to 
continue the work of reform and renewal in our own day. 
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

We pray for the healing of natural places despoiled by pollution and human greed. 
Give all living creatures access to safe land, water, and air. 
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

We pray for our criminal justice systems and all those whose lives are affected by 
them. Give wisdom and discernment to police, probation officers, judges, and 
attorneys; give courage and peace to prisoners and the formerly incarcerated. 
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
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We ask your blessing upon all people who have been harmed by the church and its 
leaders, that the truth may make them free. We pray for the relief of all those who 
are sick or suffering especially those we name silently or aloud... 
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

We give thanks for those exploring or returning to a life of faith. Encourage and 
guide them, that they may find their hope in you. 
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

With gratitude, we remember those disciples who paved the way for us and all of 
our beloved dead. 
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and those 
in our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

After exchanging the peace with those near you, please be seated.

MINISTRY MINUTE                Home Communion
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WE CELEBRATE THE SUPPER OF OUR LORD

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING

Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; bring an offering
and come into his courts.

The offering plate is passed. You may also give electronically using the QR code on 
the back cover.

MUSICAL OFFERING          “God of Grace and God of Glory”        Paul Langston

Please stand as you are able.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of 
grace and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your 
bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

It is truly good, and our joy that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
to you, O Lord, holy and almighty everlasting God. 
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You have proclaimed an eternal gospel, centered in Jesus Christ, to all who 
dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

O God of the covenant, O God of the church, we hear you speaking to centuries of 
your people through the prophets, and in the fullness of time, you came to us as 
Jesus, embodying forgiveness, granting us grace and setting us free from sin’s 
grasp on us. We praise you, now and forever.
We praise you, now and forever.

The celebrant continues with the Words of Institution.

Holy Spirit, be among us now to bless us and these gifts of bread and wine, that 
they may be for us the body and blood of your Son.
Come, Holy Spirit.

Glory and praise, blessing and worship, honor and power and might be to you, our 
God, forever and ever.
Amen.



LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

ACCLAMATION AT THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

Come Lord Jesus Christ.
Grace our table with your presence,
and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.

The bread is raised and broken.

Please be seated.

An usher will direct you forward for Communion.

Communion is served at head of the aisle. 

We use wheat wafers, white grape juice and wine. If you need a gluten free wafer, 
please make that known to the pastor.

For any who desire a blessing, please come forward with your arms crossed. 

SHARING OF THE BREAD AND WINE

The body of Christ given for you.
 The blood of Christ shed for you.
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LAMB OF GOD                          Setting One
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MUSIC DURING DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

Please join in singing the hymns which follow.

“In Christ Alone”

In Christ alone my hope is found
He is my light my strength my song
This Cornerstone this solid Ground
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm
What heights of love what depths of peace
When fears are stilled when strivings cease
My Comforter my All in All
Here in the love of Christ I stand

In Christ alone who took on flesh
Fullness of God in helpless babe
This gift of love and righteousness
Scorned by the ones He came to save
Till on that cross as Jesus died
The love of God was magnified
For every sin on Him was laid
Here in the death of Christ I live  (Interlude)

There in the ground His body lay
Light of the world by darkness slain
Then bursting forth in glorious Day
Up from the grave He rose again
And as He stands in victory
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me
For I am His and He is mine
Bought with the precious blood of Christ  (Interlude)

No guilt in life no fear in death  
This is the power of Christ in me
From life's first cry to final breath
Jesus commands my destiny
No power of hell no scheme of man
Can ever pluck me from His hand
Till He returns or calls me home
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand

CCLI Song # 3350395
Keith Getty | Stuart Townend  © 2001 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)
CCLI License # 11242717
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“Making Their Way”                                     ACS 979
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“Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am”                             ELW 814

Please stand as you are able.

COMMUNION BLESSING

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood, 
strengthen, keep and unite us now and forever. 
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

Sustaining God,
with this bread and cup,
you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love,
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.
Amen.
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WE ARE SENT TO SHARE THE GOOD NEWS

BLESSING

God, the Source of glory,
God, the Word of life,
God, the Spirit of truth
☩ bless you all, now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN          “The Church of Christ, in Every Age”    ELW 729:1,2,3,5
Stanzas 1,2,3,5

DISMISSAL

Go out with joy, striving to live and love as Jesus did,
welcoming all and bringing healing, help, and hope to the world.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

POSTLUDE   “A Mighty Fortress”    Jason Payne
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HEALTH AND WHOLENESS

POTENTIAL CLASS - NEED INPUT ON INTEREST

QPR (Question, Persuade, Refer) Gatekeeper Suicide Prevention is a free 1.5 hour 
course offered by Mental Health America. We can offer this training at Living Saviour 
if we have 30 people to commit to attending this one class. Just like CPR, QPR is an 
emergency response to someone in crisis and can save lives. Health and Wholeness 
would like to offer this class to our congregation and community in November on a 
Wednesday or Saturday afternoon, or we can plan a class in January.

If you’re interested in attending, contact Laura Michael with your interest and if a 
Wednesday or Saturday works best for you. Encourage your teens, family and friends 
to come and learn to detect and prevent the tragedy of suicide. Please include your 
name and contact information.

Email Laura Michael at lmichael9901@gmail.com
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HEALTH AND WHOLENESS

The October theme is women's reproductive cancers.

Tip#4: Prevention strategies for gynecological cancers include regular Pap and HPV 
(human papilloma virus) testing, HPV vaccination, healthy weight management and 
genetic counseling when appropriate. Guidelines recommend starting regular 
screening in women between ages 21 and 25. Healthy eating and being active are 
preventative lifestyle goals to avoid cancer. Even losing just a few pounds can lower 
the risk of cancer. In general, women with a family history of ovarian cancer or early 
onset breast cancer should see a genetic counselor. The HPV vaccine is recommended 
for men and women starting at age 11-12 years. Studies have shown the HPV vaccine 
to greatly reduce the rate of HPV and to reduce the rate of cervical cancer.

Isaiah 58:8 Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will 
quickly appear; then your righteousness will go before you, and the glory of the Lord 
will be your rear guard.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Wednesday, October 28 @ 11:30 a.m. - Women's Tea Party & Cancer Class 
This is a one hour educational program focused on the prevention of female 
reproductive cancers. Our Health & Wholeness Ministry will host this class presented 
by Levine Cancer Center in our fellowship hall. During the session we will discuss risk 
reduction strategies as well as signs and symptoms of these cancers. The 
presentation is interactive, informative, and designed to help women better 
understand their health and the importance of early detection. 

Bring your lunch and a friend! Tea and sweets will be provided!
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Credits/Acknowledgements

Intercessory Prayers from Sundays and Seasons by permission under Augsburg Liturgies 
License SAS103467

From sundaysandseasons.com.  Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23663.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved.

All music and lyrics published in this worship service are printed by permission of the 
following licenses:
OneLicense #A-725570, LicenSing #612800, CCLI #11242717, Augsburg Fortress #23663.

"A Mighty Fortress Is Our God"
Stanza 3 from "Mighty Fortress" by Mark Hayes. Copyright 2007 by Beckenhorst Press, Inc.
Text adapted from "A Mighty Fortress" Stanza 3
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THIS WEEK AT LIVING SAVIOUR

Sunday: October 25 - Reformation Sunday
• 9:15 a.m. Choir Rehearsal
• 9:15 a.m. Adult Faith Formation & Children’s Sunday School
• 9:30 a.m. Middle/High School Hangout
• 10:30 a.m. Worship
• 2:00 p.m. Worship at The Pines

Monday: October 26
• 6:15 p.m. Yoga 4 You
• 7:00 p.m. Scout Troop 165

Tuesday: October 27
• 9:30 a.m. Yoga 4 You
• 6:45 p.m. Cub Scout Pack 265 

Wednesday: October 28
• 10:00 a.m. Bible/Book Study
• 11:30 a.m. Women's Cancer Class
• 6:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal

Thursday: October 29
• 11:00 a.m. Chair Yoga

Sunday: November 1 - All Saints Day
• 9:15 a.m. Choir Rehearsal
• 9:15 a.m. Adult Faith Formation & Children’s Sunday School
• 9:30 a.m. Middle/High School Hangout
• 10:30 a.m. Worship




