
LIVING SAVIOUR LUTHERAN CHURCH

CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA

 NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

OCTOBER 4, 2026

Living Saviour Lutheran Church is a faith community

striving to live and love as Jesus did, eagerly welcoming all

and bringing healing, help, and hope to the world.



WELCOME TO WORSHIP!

COMMEMORATION OF ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI RENEWER OF THE CHURCH      
October 4 every year marks the commemoration of Francis of Assisi. Born into the family of 
a wealthy merchant, Francis gave up his inheritance to serve poor people. He formed the 
Order of Friars Minor (called Franciscans), who took on poverty and the task of preaching 
"using words if necessary". Francis had a spirit of gratitude for all of God's creation. Today 
our Sending Hymn is “All Creatures Worship God Most High”. The text is attributed to St. 
Francis.

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS TODAY:
 Assisting Minister - Aliah Church
 Crucifer - Riley Skidmore
 Acolyte - Leandro Kooi

INSTRUMENTALISTS TODAY:
 Trumpet - Gordon Hann
 Woodwinds - Barbara Tobin
 Cello - Jennifer Friscino, Alden Semones

WELCOME TO OUR GUEST CELLISTS TODAY!

Alden Semones is a senior at Myers Park High School. He plays in the Chamber Orchestra 
and has been a member of the CMS High School Honors Orchestra and the Western NC 
Honors Orchestras.  He is also an avid tennis player who competes for Olde Providence 
Racquet Club and Myers Park High School. He and Mrs. Frisina have collaborated for 7 
years.
Jennifer Frisina is a semi-retired orchestra teacher- after 40 years of working with string 
students. She is a member of Advent Lutheran, where she plays handbells, sings in the 
choir and loves serving as a worship assistant. She also has enjoyed playing for the annual 
Christmas concert here at Living Saviour for over 25 years.

THIS WORSHIP FOLDER contains all elements of the worship service. It is designed to 
encourage your participation. Please read the words in bold print and join in the singing of 
all hymns. Italicized words are instructions.

RESTROOMS are located at the back of the sanctuary and down the short hallway.

WE WELCOME CHILDREN IN OUR WORSHIP SERVICES! 
Parents, you are always welcome to bring your children to worship with you. If you are 
comfortable and prefer having them in supervised childcare, it is available and is under the 
very capable and loving supervision of Ms. Carla. The Childcare Room is down the steps as 
you enter the gathering area outside the sanctuary. Someone will be happy to direct you 
there.
• CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BULLETINS for readers and non-readers are available on 
          the welcome table where the worship folders are located.
• QUIET BAGS for use by children during worship have been updated and arranged by 
          age groups.  They are located to the left as you enter the sanctuary. Feel free to pick 
          one up and replace it on the hooks when you leave.

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES are on page 21. 
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WE GATHER IN CHRIST’S NAME

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE                    “Adagio” from “Concerto in g minor”            Antonio Vivaldi
(Alden Semones and Jennifer Friscina, cellists)

Please stand as you are able and turn to face the font. 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Blessed be the holy Trinity,
☩ one God,
the fountain of living water,
the rock who gave us birth,
our light and our salvation.
Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and 
forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you created us in your image and 
placed us in a well-watered garden. In the desert, you promised pools of water for 
the parched, and you gave us water from the rock. When we did not know the way, 
you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. At the cross, you washed us 
from Jesus’ wounded side, and on this day, you shower us again with the water of 
life.

We praise you for your salvation through water, for the water in this font, 
and for all water everywhere. Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and 
love. Satisfy all who thirst and give us the life only you can give.

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ, our living water,   
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

As the cross passes your row, please turn to the altar. 
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GATHERING HYMN              “Come, Share the Spirit”     ACS 1045

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE                “Glory to God”                           ELW Setting 2

                 >>>Continued>>>



"Glory to God" (continued)

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. 
Lead us by the inspiration of your Spirit to know those things that are 
right, and by your merciful guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please be seated.

4



WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD

FIRST READING: Isaiah 5:1-7

A reading from Isaiah. 

1 I will sing for my beloved
  my love song concerning his vineyard:
 My beloved had a vineyard
  on a very fertile hill.

2 He dug it and cleared it of stones
  and planted it with choice vines;
 he built a watchtower in the midst of it
  and hewed out a wine vat in it;
 he expected it to yield grapes,
  but it yielded rotten grapes.

3 And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem
  and people of Judah,
 judge between me
  and my vineyard.

4 What more was there to do for my vineyard
  that I have not done in it?
 When I expected it to yield grapes,
  why did it yield rotten grapes?

5 And now I will tell you
  what I will do to my vineyard.
 I will remove its hedge,
  and it shall be devoured;
 I will break down its wall,
  and it shall be trampled down.

6 I will make it a wasteland;
  it shall not be pruned or hoed,
  and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns;
 I will also command the clouds
  that they rain no rain upon it.

7 For the vineyard of the L��� of hosts
  is the house of Israel,
 and the people of Judah
  are his cherished garden;
 he expected justice
  but saw bloodshed;
 righteousness
  but heard a cry!

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 
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SECOND READING: Philippians 3:4b-14

A reading from Philippians. 

[Paul writes:] 4b If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 
5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a 
persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of 
Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value 
of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, 
and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, 
not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law but one that comes 
through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. 10 I want to know 
Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by 
becoming like him in his death, 11 if somehow I may attain the resurrection from  
the dead.

12 Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal, but I 
press on to lay hold of that for which Christ has laid hold of me. 13 Brothers and 
sisters, I do not consider that I have laid hold of it, but one thing I have laid hold 
of: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on 
toward the goal, toward the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

Please stand as you are able to welcome the gospel.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION      

"God's Word Is Our Great Heritage"
(Mark Ferrissand Pastor Sara Ilderton)
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 GOSPEL: Matthew 21:33-46

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said:] 33 “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a 
vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a winepress in it, and built a watchtower. Then 
he leased it to tenants and went away. 34 When the harvest time had come, he sent 
his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. 35 But the tenants seized his slaves 
and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 36 Again he sent other slaves, 
more than the first, and they treated them in the same way. 37 Then he sent his son 
to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 38 But when the tenants saw the son, 
they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his 
inheritance.’ 39 So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. 
40 Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 
41 They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death and lease the 
vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.”

42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: 
 ‘The stone that the builders rejected
  has become the cornerstone;
 this was the Lord’s doing,
  and it is amazing in our eyes’?
43 “Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given 
to a people that produces its fruits. 44 The one who falls on this stone will be broken 
to pieces, and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.”

45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that 
he was speaking about them. 46 They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the 
crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON                                                                         Pastor Sara Ilderton
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Please stand as you are able.

HYMN OF THE DAY         “There's a Wideness in God's Mercy”               ELW 588
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APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and  
the world.

God of every generation, we give thanks for all who have sought to renew and 
transform your holy church. Inspire us to follow their example in our own day.    
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

God of every creature, bless and protect the earth and all those who dwell within it. 
We give thanks for those who have helped us to see your Spirit in creation.       
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

God of every tribe and nation, restore peace to the world’s conflict zones, and 
shelter those who live within them. We pray especially for the safety of displaced 
people and refugees.                                                                                                           
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

God of every comfort, you made us in your own image. Grant healing and relief to 
all who are sick or suffering especially those we name silently or aloud...            
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
                >>>Continued>>>
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God of every soul, you are the one who calls us home. We give thanks for all the 
saints who have been restored to perfect unity with you especially Francis of Assisi. 
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and those 
in our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

After exchanging the peace with those near you, please be seated.

MINISTRY MINUTE            bRidge Program

WE SHARE THE SUPPER OF THE LORD

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING

If you are offering your gift at the altar, and there remember
that your brother has something against you, leave your gift
there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your
brother, and then come and offer your gift.   Matthew 5:23, 24

The offering plate is passed. You may also give electronically using the QR code on 
the back cover.

MUSICAL OFFERING            “My Song Is Love Unknown”                 Edwin Childs

Please stand as you are able.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

God of creation,
you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.
All blessings are from you;
make us generous with what we have.
Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts
in service to you and in love to our neighbors,
today and always. Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our privilege and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

The celebrant continues with the Words of Institution
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LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

ACCLAMATION AT THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

The bread is raised and broken.

Alleluia! Remembering that Christ our Passover has been given for us,
let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 

Please be seated.

An usher will direct you forward for Communion.

Communion is served at head of the aisle. 

We use wheat wafers, white grape juice and wine. If you need a gluten free wafer, 
please make that known to the pastor.

For any who desire a blessing, please come forward with your arms crossed. 

SHARING OF THE BREAD AND WINE

The body of Christ given for you.
 The blood of Christ shed for you.
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MUSIC DURING SHARING OF HOLY COMMUNION 

Please join in singing the hymns which follow.

“This is Christ’s Body”                      ACS 967

“Meditation”                                                                                   Frank Bridge       
(Jennifer Friscina, cello)
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“Jesus Loves Me” ELW 595
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“Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am”                     ELW 814

Please stand as you are able.

COMMUNION BLESSING

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood, 
strengthen, keep and unite us now and forever. 
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

Sustaining God,
with this bread and cup,
you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love,
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.
Amen.
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WE ARE SENT TO SHARE THE GOOD NEWS

BLESSING

The God of steadfastness and encouragement
grant you to live in harmony with one another,
in accordance with Christ Jesus.
Amen.

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever.
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN          “All Creatures, Worship God Most High”   ELW 835:1,2,3,6
Stanza 1-All   St.2-Higher Voices   St.3-Lower Voices   St.6-All

Text: St. Francis of Assisi



DISMISSAL

Go out with joy, striving to live and love as Jesus did,
welcoming all and bringing healing, help, and hope to the world.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

POSTLUDE   “All Praise to Thee, O King Divine”   Weber
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2026 HEALTH AND WHOLENESS

The September theme is women's reproductive cancers.

Tip #1: Approximately 100,000 women are diagnosed with gynecological cancer 
every year in the US. These cancers are no longer considered silent until it is too 
late. Modern testing, screening, and genetic discovery have made early detection 
possible and many of these cancers can even be prevented. Undergoing 
recommended screening and vaccines available for prevention is very important for 
women’s health.

Psalm 107:19-20 Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, and he saved them 
from their distress. He sent out his word and healed them; he rescued them from 
the grave.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Wednesday, October 28 @ 11:30 a.m. - Women's Tea Party & Cancer Class 
This is a one hour educational program focused on the prevention of female 
reproductive cancers. Our Health & Wholeness Ministry will host this class presented 
by Levine Cancer Center  in our fellowship hall. During the session we will discuss 
risk reduction strategies as well as signs and symptoms of these cancers. The 
presentation is interactive, informative, and designed to help women better 
understand their health and the importance of early detection. 

Bring your lunch and a friend! Tea and sweets will be provided!
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"Come, Share the Spirit"

 “All Creatures, Worship God Most High”
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THIS WEEK AT LIVING SAVIOUR

Sunday: October 4
• 9:15 a.m. Choir Rehearsal
• 9:15 a.m. Adult Faith Formation & Children’s Sunday School
• 9:30 a.m. Middle/High School Hangout
• 10:30 a.m. Worship

Monday: October 5
• 6:15 p.m. Yoga 4 You
• 7:00 p.m. Scout Troop 165

Tuesday: October 6
• 6:30 a.m. Coffee for Carmel Chase
• 9:30 a.m. Yoga 4 You
• 10:00 a.m. Quilt Ministry
• 6:45 p.m. Cub Scout Pack 265 

Wednesday: October 7
• 10:00 a.m. Bible/Book Study
• 6:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal

Thursday: October 8
• 9:30 a.m. Yoga 4 You
• 11:00 a.m. Chair Yoga
• 6:15 p.m. G@thering at the Table
• 6:15 p.m. Yoga 4 You

Saturday: October 10
• 10:00 a.m. Yoga 4 Yoga

Sunday: October 11
• 9:15 a.m. Choir Rehearsal
• 9:15 a.m. Adult Faith Formation & Children’s Sunday School
• 9:30 a.m. Middle/High School Hangout
• 10:30 a.m. Worship




