LIVING SAVIOUR LUTHERAN CHURCH
CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA

lLord, how often
should | forgive?

MATTHEW 18:21 f

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
SEPTEMBER 13, 2026

Living Saviour Lutheran Church is a faith community
striving to live and love as Jesus did, eagerly welcoming all

and bringing healing, help, and hope to the world.



WELCOME TO WORSHIP!

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS:
Assisting Minister - Alice Jenkins
Crucifer - Ken Leeser
Acolyte - Leandro Kooi

INSTRUMENTALISTS:
Trumpet - Gordon Hann
Woodwinds - Barbara Tobin

THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR are given by Linda Poley to the glory of God and for
birthday and anniversary celebrations.

THIS WORSHIP FOLDER contains all elements of the worship service. It is designed
to encourage your participation. Please read the words in bold print and join in the
singing of all hymns. Italicized words are instructions.

RESTROOMS are located at the back of the sanctuary and down the short hallway.

WE WELCOME CHILDREN IN OUR WORSHIP SERVICES!

Parents, you are always welcome to bring your children to worship with you. If you are
comfortable and prefer having them in supervised childcare, it is available and is under
the very capable and loving supervision of Ms. Carla. The Childcare Room is down the
steps as you enter the gathering area outside the sanctuary. Someone will be happy to
direct you there.

e CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BULLETINS for readers and non-readers are available on
the welcome table where the worship folders are located.

e QUIET BAGS for use by children during worship have been updated and arranged by
age groups. They are located to the left as you enter the sanctuary. Please feel free
to pick one up and replace it on the hooks when you leave.

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES are on page 22.
PRAYER LIST is on page 21.

2026 HEALTH AND WHOLENESS
The theme for September is financial health.

Tip #2: Set financial goals. Be aware of what you want from your finances and set a
path to getting there. Make goals short term (paying bills, paying off debt, making an
emergency fund, savings) and long term (retirement savings and leaving a legacy for
others). Make a list of everything you spend in a month and then assess what expenses
you can reduce.

1 Chronicles 29:14 But who am I, and what is my people, that we should be able to
offer thus willingly? For all things come from you, and of your own have we given you.



WE GATHER IN CHRIST’'S NAME

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE “Father Forgive Us” Craig Courtney
(Steve Vick, soloist)

Please stand as you are able.

GATHERING DIALOGUE

Sing to the Lord, all the earth.
Tell of his salvation from day to day.

Declare his glory among the nations,
his marvelous works among all the peoples.

For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised;
he is to be revered above all gods.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.
Amen.

Please turn to face the processional cross.
As the cross passes your row, please turn to the altar.



GATHERING HYMN “All Creatures, Worship God Most High!” ELW 835
Stanzas 1,4,6
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1 All

2 Sing, broth - er wind; with clouds and rain
mirth - ful, strong; drive far

3 Sing, broth -er fire, so

crea-tures, wor - ship God most high! Sound ev -’ry voice in earth and

you grow the gifts of fruit and
the shad-ows, join the

4 All  who for love of God for-give, all who in pain or sor-row
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sky: Al-le - lu - ia! Al-le - lu - ia! Sing, broth -er sun, in splen-dor
grain:  Al-le - Iu - 1a! Al-le - lu - ia! Dear sis - ter wa-ter, use - ful,
throng: Al-le - lu - ia! Al-le - Iu - ia! Dear moth - er earth, so rich in
grieve: Al-le - Iu - 1a! Al-le - lu - ia! Christ bears your bur-dens and your
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bright; sing, sis - ter moon and stars of night:
clear, make mu - sic for your Lord to hear: Mde - i - .16 -
care, praise God in col - ors bright and rare: S i My SR
fears; still make your song a - mid the tears:
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lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia!

5 And you, most gentle sister death,
waiting to hush our final breath:
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Since Christ our light has pierced your gloom,

fair is the night that leads us home.
Alleluia.

Text: Francis of Assisi, 1182-1226; tr. composite

6 O sisters, brothers, take your part,
and worship God with humble heart:
Alleluia! Alleluia!

All creatures, bless the Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit, Three in One:
Alleluia.

Music: LASST UNS ERFREUEN, Geistliche Kirchengescinge, Koln, 1623

Text © 1997 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the

Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE “Glory to God” ELW Setting 2
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we  praise you for your glo-ry.
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seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa - ther: re - ceive our prayer.
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.

>>>Continued>>>



“Glory to God” continued
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Glo-ry to God inthe high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.

Please be seated.
PRAYER OF THE DAY

O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness.
Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we

may delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.



WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD
READING: Genesis 50:15-21

A reading from Genesis.

> Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still
bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to
him?” '° So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction
before he died, '’ ‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers
and the wrong they did in harming you.” Now therefore please forgive the crime of
the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him.

¥ Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as
your slaves.” ° But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of
God? °° Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in
order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. ** So have no fear; I
myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them,
speaking kindly to them.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 103:1-13
Please read responsively.

! Bless the Lorp, O my soul,
and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name.

’ Bless the Lorp, O my soul,
and forget not all God’s benefits—

° who forgives all your sins
and heals all your diseases;

“ who redeems your life from the grave
and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy;

> who satisfies your desires with good things
so that your youth is renewed like an eagle’s.

>>>Continued>>>



° O Lorp, you provide vindication
and justice for all who are oppressed.

’'You made known your ways to Moses
and your works to the children of Israel.

® Lorp, you are full of compassion and mercy,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love;

? you will not always accuse us,
nor will you keep your anger forever.

' You have not dealt with us according to our sins,
nor repaid us according to our iniquities.

! For as the heavens are high above the earth,
so great is your steadfast love for those who fear you.

> As far as the east is from the west,
so far have you removed our transgressions from us.

'3 As a father has compassion for his children,
so you have compassion for those who fear you, O LoRrbD.

Please stand as you are able to welcome the gospel.

ELW Setting 6

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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You have the words of e-ter - nal life.

Al-le-lu - 1a.




GOSPEL: Matthew 18:21-35

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

*! peter came and said to [Jesus,] “Lord, if my brother or sister sins against me,
how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” °* Jesus said to him, “Not
seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.

>3 “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who
wished to settle accounts with his slaves. ** When he began the reckoning, one
who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him, *° and, as he could not
pay, the lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all
his possessions and payment to be made. “° So the slave fell on his knees before
him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.” ?” And out of
pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt.
8 But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who
owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay what
you owe.” *° Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience
with me, and I will pay you.” *° But he refused; then he went and threw him into
prison until he would pay the debt. °** When his fellow slaves saw what had
happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord
all that had taken place. ** Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You
wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me.
*?> Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’
** And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his
entire debt. °> So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do
not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE/INSTALLATION OF SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS
& FAITH FORMATION LEADERS

SERMON Sara Ilderton



Please stand as you are able.

HYMN OF THE DAY “Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive” ELW 605
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I “For - give our sins as we for - give,” you taught us, Lord, to pray;
2 How can your par - don reach and bless the un - for-giv - ing heart
3 In blaz - ing light your cross re - veals the truth we dim -1ly knew:
4 Lord, cleanse the depths with - in our souls and bid re-sent-ment cease;
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but you a - lone can grant us grace to live the words we say.
that broods on wrongs and will not let old bit - ter - ness de - part?
how tri - fling oth - ers’ debts to us; how great our debt to you!
then, by  your mer - cy rec - on-ciled, our lives will spread your peace.

Text: Rosamond E. Herklots, 19051987, alt.
Music: DETROIT, The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844
Text © Oxford University Press 1969,

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident
that God hears us.

Move your church throughout the world away from judging and despising others.
Lead us to embody the forgiveness you have given us in Jesus.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

The endless beauty of your creation reminds us of your mercy. Protect those
who care for farms and ranches. Guide those who lead us to wonder at your
creation.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Raise up leaders to hold all in authority accountable for any misuse of the
power entrusted to them.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

>>>Continued>>>



Calm the fears of all in need with your promises. Compassionately free the lives of
any who feel bound by their failures. Remember your children in need especially
those we name silently or aloud... (prayer list on page 21)

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever
else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

After exchanging the peace with those near you, please be seated.

WE SHARE THE SUPPER OF THE LORD
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
If you are offering your gift at the altar, and there remember
that your brother has something against you, leave your gift
there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your
brother, and then come and offer your gift. Matthew 5:23, 24
The offering plate is passed. You may also give electronically using the QR code on

the back cover.

MUSICAL OFFERING “Sing Praise to the Lord” setting by Robert Hobby
(Barb Tobin, soprano saxophone)

Please stand as you are able.

10



OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.

Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish

your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way,

that all may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of
life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our privilege and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Blessed are you, O God of the universe.
Your mercy is everlasting
and your faithfulness endures from age to age.

In your great love for all, you sent your Son, Jesus,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news,

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

The celebrant continues with the Words of Institution

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, upon these, your gifts of bread and wine.
Work in and through us, that we may be your hands and feet in this world.

All glory and honor is yours, almighty Father,

now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

12



ACCLAMATION AT THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
The bread is raised and broken.
Alleluia! Remembering that Christ our Passover has been given for us,
let us keep the feast. Alleluia!
Please be seated.
An usher will direct you forward for Communion.
Communion is served at the altar rail. You may kneel or stand.

We use wheat wafers, white grape juice and wine. If you need a gluten free
wafer, please make that known to the pastor.

For any who desire a blessing, please come forward with your arms crossed.
SHARING OF THE BREAD AND WINE

The body of Christ given for you.
The blood of Christ shed for you.

13



HYMNS DURING DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Please join in singing the hymns which follow.

ELW 481

“Come to the Table”
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“I Come with Joy” ELW 482
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1 I come with joy, a child of God, for-giv - en, loved, and
2 1 come with Chris-tians far and near to find, as all are
3 As Christ breaks bread, and bids us share, each proud di - vi - sion
4 The Spir - it of the r1s - en Christ, un-seen, but ev - er
5 To - geth - er met, to - geth - er bound by all that God has
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free, the life of Je - sus to re - call in
fed, the new com - mu - ni - ty of love in
ends. The love that made us, makes us one, and
near, 1S in such friend - ship bet - ter known, a -
done, we'll  go with  joy, to give the world the
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love laid down for me, in love laid down for me.
Christ’s com-mu - nion bread, in Christ’s com-mu - nion bread.
strang - ers now are friends, and strang - ers now are friends.
live a - mong us here, a - live a - mong us here.
love that makes us one, the love that makes us one.

Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936
Music: DOVE OF PEACE, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835
Text © 1971, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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“When We are Living” ELW 639
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Pues si vi - vi - mos, pa-ra él Vi - vi - mos,
1 When we are liv - ing, it is in  Christ Je - sus,
2 'Mid times of sor - row and in times of pain, .. ..
3 A - cross this wide world, we shall al - ways find
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y si mo - ri - mos pa-ra él mo - ri - mos.
and when we’'re dy - ing, it is in the Lord.
when sens - ing beau - ty or in love’s em - brace, . . .
those who are cry - ing with no peace of mind; . . .
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Sea que vi - va - mos 0 que mu - ra - mos,
Both in our liv - ing and in our dy - ing,
wheth-er we  suf - fer, or sing re - joic - ing,
and when we help them, or when we feed them,
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so-mos del Se - For, s0-mos del Se - fior.
we be -long to God, we be-long to God.
we be-long to God, we be-long to God.
we be-long to God, we be-long to God.

2 En la tristezayen el dolor,
en la belleza y en el amor,

sea que suframos o que gocemos,
somos del Senor, somos del Senor.

3 En este mundo por doquier habra

gente que lloray sin consolar.
Sea queayudemos oalimentemos,
somos del Sefior, somos del Seior.

Text: st. 1, based on Romans 14:8; tr. Elise S. Eslinger, b. 1942

st. 2-3, Roberto Escamilla, b. 1931; tr. George Lockwood, b. 1946
Music: SOMOS DEL SENOR, Spanish traditional
Spanish text, sts. 2-3 © 1983 Abingdon Press and tr. © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House, admin. The Copyright Company

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.
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ELW 721

“Goodness Is Stronger Than Evil”
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Please stand as you are able.
COMMUNION BLESSING

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood,
strengthen, keep and unite us now and forever.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.

Sustaining God,

with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love,
following the way of Jesus, in whose nhame we pray. Amen.

WE ARE SENT TO SHARE THE GOOD NEWS
BLESSING

The God of love

draw you into full accord and one mind,
in the body of Christ Jesus.

Amen.

The God of hope

grant you strength and joy in all circumstances
through the interceding of the Spirit.

Amen.

The God of grace

+ bless you now and forever.
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN “God’s Work, Our Hands” ACS 1000
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1 God’s work, our hands: work -ing to - geth - er
2 God’s work, our feet: trav-'ling to - geth - ceer
3 God’s work, our voice: sing - ing to - geth - er
4 God is at work in and a - round us:
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build - ing a fu - ture, re - pair - ing the world,
fol - low - ing Je - sus to plac - es un - known,
prais - ing, pro - claim-ing to all who will hear,
seed - lings are sprout-ing and bread’s on the rise!
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rais - ing up homes, plant - ing new gar - dens,
walk - ing as friends, march - ing for free - dom,
pray - ing  for peace, shout - ing  for jus - tice,
Washed and  set free, hum - bled and hon - ored,
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feed - ing the hun - gry and shelt-'ring  the cold.
run - ning the race with God’s fu - ture the goal.
claim - ing God’s love for the lost and the least.
gift - ed by grace, we re - spond in God’s love.
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Bless, God, our hands as we work in your name,
Bless, God, our feet as we fol - low your way,
Bless, God, our voice as we speak in your name,
Bless, God, our lives as we an - swer your call,
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shar - ing  the good news of your gos - pel.
shar - ing  the good news of your gos - pel.
shar - ing  the good news of your gos - pel.
shar - ing  the good news of your gos - pel.
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DISMISSAL

Go out with joy, striving to love and love as Jesus did,
welcoming all and bringing healing, help, and hope to the world.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

POSTLUDE “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” Weber

Credits/Acknowledgements
Intercessory Prayers from Sundays and Seasons by permission under Augsburg Liturgies License
SAS103467
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Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23663.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission.
All rights reserved.

All music and lyrics published in this worship service are printed by permission of the following
licenses:
Onelicense #A-725570, LicenSing #612800, CCLI #11242717, Augsburg Fortress #23663.

“Come to the Table”

Text: Claire Cloninger, b. 1942

Music: COME TO THE TABLE, Martin J. Nystrom. b. 1956

Textand music © 1991 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music (ASCAP). ¢/o Integrity Media. Inc.. 1000 Cody Road, Mobile, AL 36695:
and Juniper Landing Music, admin. Word Music: and Word Music (ASCAP). Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

“Goodness Is Stronger Than Evil”

Text: From An African Praver Book, Desmond Tutu, b, 1931

Music: GOODNESS IS STRONGER, John L. Bell, b. 1949

Text from An African Prayer Book selected by Desmond Tutu, © 1995 by Desmond Tutu, Used by permission of Doubleday.
a div. of Random House, Inc., and Lynn C. Franklin Associates. Ltd.

Music © 1996 Tona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave,, Chicago, IL 60638,
www.giamusic.com, 800.442.3358, All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copynight administrator.

“God’s Work, Our Hands”

Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954

Music: EARTH AND ALL STARS, David N. Johnson, 19221987
Text © 2019 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress
Music © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.
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PRAYER LIST

Geraldine Dawn Tom Chriske
Elsie M Judy Frye Tim M

Bob Pilgrim Jerry G Traci A

Mary Gonnelli Sherry W Barbara

Kami & Geoffery Millie & Family Theo & Family
Tony Eller Dusty Bowles Jim Weedman
Stormy Skidmore Kane Gathings Anna Pearce
Debbie B. Jim Crawford Denny M.

John Mersereau Linda Karen Kaufeld
Cynthia Karim Riley Karim Benjamin Malin, Jr.
Melissa Jones Heather Langan’s dad Riley S

Kippie Lois DeLoache Terry Godwin
Ray K Trudy Terlinde Claire & Family
Nancy Bryant Cindy Phil S.

*Prayers for the Grieving
Family of Jill Lamb

Family of John Farris

Family of Pat Hipps

Family of Frank Poley
Family of Sherry Crawford
Family of Joey Skidmore
Family of Cora H.

Family of Frank Snodgrass

Prayers for all First Responders, Veterans and those in Active Military
Service

Grayson Jenkins

Michael Whetstone & family

Andy Williams

Neil Mitchell

Corey Young

*For Prayers for the Grieving - Church Members and Relatives of Members will
remain on the prayer list for one year. Others will remain on the list for one
month, unless otherwise requested.
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THIS WEEK AT LIVING SAVIOUR

Sunday: September 13

» bRidge Retreat @ Lutheridge

e 9:15 a.m. Choir Rehearsal

e 9:15 a.m. Adult Faith Formation & Children’s Sunday School
e 10:30 a.m. Worship

Monday: September 14
e 6:15p.m. Yoga 4 You
e 7:00 p.m. Scout Troop 165

Tuesday: September 15

e 9:30 a.m. Yoga 4 You

e 11:00 a.m. Chair Yoga

e 6:45 p.m. Cub Scout Pack 265

Wednesday: September 16
« 10:00 a.m. Bible/Book Study
e 6:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal

Thursday: September 17
e 9:30 a.m. Yoga 4 You
e 6:15p.m. Yoga 4 You

Friday: September 18
e 11:00 a.m. Choir Retreat

Saturday: September 19
e 10:00 a.m. Choir Retreat
e 3:00 p.m. Confirmation Class

Sunday: September 20

e« 9:15 a.m. Choir Rehearsal

9:15 a.m. Adult Faith Formation & Children’s Sunday School
e 9:30 a.m. Older Youth Sunday School

10:30 a.m. Worship

11:30 a.m. Monthly Council Meeting
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LIVING SAVIOUR

Lutheran Church

Living Saviour Lutheran Church
6817 Carmel Road
Charlotte, North Carolina 28226
(704) 542-3626

The Reverend Sara Ilderton, Pastor
Don Huff, Director, Music Ministry
Nancy Mersereau, Assistant Musician
Laura Schwab, Office Administrator
Amanda Thom, Director, Children, Youth & Families
Susan Hall, Treasurer
Elsie Davis, LS Preschool Director

QR for donating online:

Scan the QR code with your smartphone's camera, tap the
tink, and youTl be taken to LSLC's YouTube Channel




