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WELCOME TO WORSHIP! 

 
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS: 

 Assisting Minister - Alice Jenkins 

Crucifer - Ken Leeser 

Acolyte - Leandro Kooi 

 
INSTRUMENTALISTS: 

 Trumpet - Gordon Hann 

 Woodwinds - Barbara Tobin 

  
THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR are given by Linda Poley to the glory of God and for 

birthday and anniversary celebrations.  

 
THIS WORSHIP FOLDER contains all elements of the worship service.  It is designed 

to encourage your participation.  Please read the words in bold print and join in the  

singing of all hymns.  Italicized words are instructions. 

 
RESTROOMS are located at the back of the sanctuary and down the short hallway. 

 
WE WELCOME CHILDREN IN OUR WORSHIP SERVICES!  

Parents, you are always welcome to bring your children to worship with you. If you are 

comfortable and prefer having them in supervised childcare, it is available and is under 

the very capable and loving supervision of Ms. Carla. The Childcare Room is down the 

steps as you enter the gathering area outside the sanctuary. Someone will be happy to 

direct you there. 

• CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BULLETINS for readers and non-readers are available on 

the welcome table where the worship folders are located.  

• QUIET BAGS for use by children during worship have been updated and arranged by 

age groups.  They are located to the left as you enter the sanctuary. Please feel free 

to pick one up and replace it on the hooks when you leave.  

 
WEEKLY ACTIVITIES are on page 22.  

PRAYER LIST is on page 21.  

 
2026 HEALTH AND WHOLENESS 

The theme for September is financial health. 

 
Tip #2: Set financial goals. Be aware of what you want from your finances and set a 

path to getting there. Make goals short term (paying bills, paying off debt, making an 

emergency fund, savings) and long term (retirement savings and leaving a legacy for 

others). Make a list of everything you spend in a month and then assess what expenses 

you can reduce. 

 
1 Chronicles 29:14 But who am I, and what is my people, that we should be able to 

offer thus willingly? For all things come from you, and of your own have we given you. 
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WE GATHER IN CHRIST’S NAME 

  

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  

 

PRELUDE                            “Father Forgive Us”      Craig Courtney 

            (Steve Vick, soloist) 

 

 

Please stand as you are able.  

 

 

GATHERING DIALOGUE 

 

Sing to the Lord, all the earth. 

Tell of his salvation from day to day. 

 

Declare his glory among the nations, 

his marvelous works among all the peoples. 

 

For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; 

he is to be revered above all gods. 

  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit: 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. 

Amen. 

 

  

Please turn to face the processional cross. 

As the cross passes your row, please turn to the altar.  
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GATHERING HYMN       “All Creatures, Worship God Most High!”            ELW 835 

           Stanzas 1,4,6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GREETING 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE               “Glory to God”                           ELW Setting 2 

 

 

          >>>Continued>>> 
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“Glory to God” continued 

Please be seated. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. 

Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we 

may delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
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WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD 
 

READING: Genesis 50:15-21  
  
A reading from Genesis. 
 
15 Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still 

bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to 

him?” 16 So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction  

before he died, 17 ‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers 

and the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive the crime of 

the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him.  
18 Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as 

your slaves.” 19 But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of 

God? 20 Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in 

order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 21 So have no fear; I 

myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, 

speaking kindly to them. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

 

PSALM: Psalm 103:1-13 

 
Please read responsively. 

 
 1 Bless the Lord, O my soul, 

  and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name. 

 

 2 Bless the Lord, O my soul, 

  and forget not all God’s benefits— 

 

 3 who forgives all your sins 

  and heals all your diseases; 

 

 4 who redeems your life from the grave 

  and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy;  

 

 5 who satisfies your desires with good things 

  so that your youth is renewed like an eagle’s. 

 

                    >>>Continued>>> 
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 6 O Lord, you provide vindication 

  and justice for all who are oppressed.                                                      

 

 7 You made known your ways to Moses 

  and your works to the children of Israel. 

 

  8 Lord, you are full of compassion and mercy, 

  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love;  

 

 9 you will not always accuse us, 

  nor will you keep your anger forever. 

 

 10 You have not dealt with us according to our sins, 

  nor repaid us according to our iniquities. 

 

 11 For as the heavens are high above the earth, 

  so great is your steadfast love for those who fear you. 

 

 12 As far as the east is from the west, 

  so far have you removed our transgressions from us. 

 

 13 As a father has compassion for his children, 

  so you have compassion for those who fear you, O Lord.  

 

 
Please stand as you are able to welcome the gospel. 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                     ELW Setting 6 
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GOSPEL: Matthew 18:21-35 

 

The holy gospel according to Matthew.  

Glory to you, O Lord.  

 
21 Peter came and said to [Jesus,] “Lord, if my brother or sister sins against me, 

how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “Not 

seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 

  23 “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who 

wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 24 When he began the reckoning, one 

who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him, 25 and, as he could not 

pay, the lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all 

his possessions and payment to be made. 26 So the slave fell on his knees before 

him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27 And out of 

pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt.  
28 But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who 

owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay what 

you owe.’ 29 Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience 

with me, and I will pay you.’ 30 But he refused; then he went and threw him into 

prison until he would pay the debt. 31 When his fellow slaves saw what had  

happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord 

all that had taken place. 32 Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You  

wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me.  
33 Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 
34 And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his  

entire debt. 35 So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do 

not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Please be seated. 

 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE/INSTALLATION OF SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS  

& FAITH FORMATION LEADERS 

 

 

SERMON                                                                           Sara Ilderton 
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Please stand as you are able. 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY        “Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive”                  ELW 605 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

 

Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident 

that God hears us. 

 

Move your church throughout the world away from judging and despising others. 

Lead us to embody the forgiveness you have given us in Jesus.  

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

The endless beauty of your creation reminds us of your mercy. Protect those 

who care for farms and ranches. Guide those who lead us to wonder at your  

creation.  

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

           

Raise up leaders to hold all in authority accountable for any misuse of the  

power entrusted to them.  

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

           

          >>>Continued>>> 
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Calm the fears of all in need with your promises. Compassionately free the lives of 

any who feel bound by their failures. Remember your children in need especially 

those we name silently or aloud... (prayer list on page 21) 

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever 

else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

 

 

PEACE 

  

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

After exchanging the peace with those near you, please be seated. 

    

 

WE SHARE THE SUPPER OF THE LORD 

 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 

  

If you are offering your gift at the altar, and there remember 

that your brother has something against you, leave your gift 

there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your 

brother, and then come and offer your gift.        Matthew 5:23, 24 

 

The offering plate is passed. You may also give electronically using the QR code on 

the back cover. 

 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING            “Sing Praise to the Lord”  setting by Robert Hobby 

       (Barb Tobin, soprano saxophone) 

 

 

Please stand as you are able. 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
  
Let us pray. 
 
Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish 

your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, 

that all may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of 

life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

  

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  
Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our privilege and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 
Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 

Your mercy is everlasting 

and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 

  
In your great love for all, you sent your Son, Jesus, 

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

who preached good news, 

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

  
The celebrant continues with the Words of Institution 

  
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

  
Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, upon these, your gifts of bread and wine. 

Work in and through us, that we may be your hands and feet in this world. 

All glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
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ACCLAMATION AT THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

 

The bread is raised and broken. 

 

Alleluia! Remembering that Christ our Passover has been given for us,  

let us keep the feast. Alleluia!  

  

 

Please be seated. 

 

An usher will direct you forward for Communion. 

  

Communion is served at the altar rail.  You may kneel or stand.  

  

We use wheat wafers, white grape juice and wine. If you need a gluten free  

wafer, please make that known to the pastor.  

  

For any who desire a blessing, please come forward with your arms crossed.  

 

SHARING OF THE BREAD AND WINE 

 

 The body of Christ given for you. 

 The blood of Christ shed for you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

HYMNS DURING DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION  
 
Please join in singing the hymns which follow. 
 
“Come to the Table”                                                                           ELW 481 
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“I Come with Joy”                                                                               ELW 482 
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“When We are Living”                                                                         ELW 639 
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“Goodness Is Stronger Than Evil”                                                         ELW 721 
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Please stand as you are able. 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

  

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood, 

strengthen, keep and unite us now and forever.  

Amen. 

  

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

Let us pray. 

  

Sustaining God, 

with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. 

By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. 

Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, 

following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen. 

 

  

  

WE ARE SENT TO SHARE THE GOOD NEWS 

  

BLESSING 

  

The God of love 

draw you into full accord and one mind, 

in the body of Christ Jesus. 

Amen. 

 

The God of hope 

grant you strength and joy in all circumstances 

through the interceding of the Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

The God of grace 

☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN               “God’s Work, Our Hands”                          ACS 1000 
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DISMISSAL 

 

Go out with joy, striving to love and love as Jesus did, 

welcoming all and bringing healing, help, and hope to the world. 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

  

 

POSTLUDE           “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”                           Weber 
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THIS WEEK AT LIVING SAVIOUR 

  

Sunday: September 13 

• bRidge Retreat @ Lutheridge 

• 9:15 a.m. Choir Rehearsal 

• 9:15 a.m. Adult Faith Formation & Children’s Sunday School 

• 10:30 a.m. Worship 

 

Monday: September 14 

• 6:15 p.m. Yoga 4 You 

• 7:00 p.m. Scout Troop 165 

 

Tuesday: September 15 

• 9:30 a.m. Yoga 4 You 

• 11:00 a.m. Chair Yoga 

• 6:45 p.m. Cub Scout Pack 265  

 

Wednesday: September 16 

• 10:00 a.m. Bible/Book Study 

• 6:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

 

Thursday: September 17 

• 9:30 a.m. Yoga 4 You 

• 6:15 p.m. Yoga 4 You 

 

Friday: September 18 

• 11:00 a.m. Choir Retreat 

 

Saturday: September 19 

• 10:00 a.m. Choir Retreat 

• 3:00 p.m. Confirmation Class 

 

Sunday: September 20 

• 9:15 a.m. Choir Rehearsal 

• 9:15 a.m. Adult Faith Formation & Children’s Sunday School 

• 9:30 a.m. Older Youth Sunday School 

• 10:30 a.m. Worship 

• 11:30 a.m. Monthly Council Meeting 

 

 



 

 

 

Living Saviour Lutheran Church 

6817 Carmel Road 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28226 

(704) 542-3626 

 

The Reverend Sara Ilderton, Pastor 

Don Huff, Director, Music Ministry 

Nancy Mersereau, Assistant Musician 

Laura Schwab, Office Administrator 

Amanda Thom, Director, Children, Youth & Families 

Susan Hall, Treasurer 

Elsie Davis, LS Preschool Director 

 

QR for donating online: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


