LivING SAVIOUR LUTHERAN CHURCH
CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA

‘Are you

env1ous

because

Iam

é generous'?
% MATTHEW 20:15 --“*

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
SEPTEMBER 20, 2026

Living Saviour Lutheran Church is a faith community
striving to live and love as Jesus did, eagerly welcoming all
and bringing healing, help, and hope to the world.



WELCOME TO WORSHIP!

THE TIME AFTER PENTECOST is the longest stretch of the Christian year during which we do
not observe any particular season or celebrate a major festival. Known by many Christians as
"ordinary time” or “the time of the Church”, this time is neither watchful nor celebrative.these
weeks we concentrate on learning and growing in our faith.The altar and lectern colors are
green, representing growth, except for the first Sunday, the festival of the Holy Trinity,the color
is white.

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS TODAY:
Assisting Minister - Mark Ferriss
Crucifer - Jackson Thom
Acolyte - Charlie Parham

INSTRUMENTALISTS TODAY:
Trumpet - Gordon Hann
Woodwinds - Barbara Tobin

THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given by Tony & Mary Ann Eller in honor of the birth of their great-
grandson, Sal Francis Campbell, on August 20, 2026.

THIS WORSHIP FOLDER contains all elements of the worship service. It is designed to
encourage your participation. Please read the words in bold print and join in the singing of all
hymns. Italicized words are instructions.

RESTROOMS are located at the back of the sanctuary and down the short hallway.

WE WELCOME CHILDREN IN OUR WORSHIP SERVICES!

Parents, you are always welcome to bring your children to worship with you. If you are
comfortable and prefer having them in supervised childcare, it is available and is under the very
capable and loving supervision of Ms. Carla. The Childcare Room is down the steps as you enter
the gathering area outside the sanctuary. Someone will be happy to direct you there.

e CHILDREN’'S WORSHIP BULLETINS for readers and non-readers are available on the
welcome table where the worship folders are located.

¢ QUIET BAGS for use by children during worship have been updated and arranged by age
groups. They are located to the left as you enter the sanctuary.feel free to pick one up and
replace it on the hooks when you leave.

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES are on page 21.

OUR SEPTEMBER NOISY OFFERING will go to Lutheran Disaster Response where it will
be used to help communities in Nepal who are facing catastrophic loss after deadly,
devastating floods. LDR has long standing relationships with trusted partners throughout
Nepal and our donation will go to supporting emergency relief and long-term recovery through
established partners who know their communities best.



WE GATHER IN CHRIST'S NAME

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE "This is My Father's World"

Please stand as you are able.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
who pours love into our hearts

and healing upon the earth.

Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith,
let us confess our sin.

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness
in the world and in our own hearts.

Creation groans from overuse.

Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.

Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others.

Turn our hearts back to you.

Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.
Renew us to live as your holy people,

striving to live and love as Jesus did.

Amen.

Hear this good news:

We have peace with God through + Jesus Christ,

in whom there is no condemnation,

but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.
Receive freely this healing gift of grace.

Amen.

Please turn to face the processional cross.
As the cross passes your row, please turn to the altar.

arr. Larry Shackley



GATHERING HYMN “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” ELW 858
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1 Praise to the Lord, the Al - might-y, the King of cre -a -  tion!
2 Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things is won-drous-ly reign - ing
3 Praise to the Lord, who will pros-per your work and de - fend you;
4 Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me a - dore him!
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O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and sal - va -  tion!
and, as on wings of an ea - gle, up - lift - ing, sus -tain ing.
sure-ly his good-ness and mer - ¢y shall dai - ly at - tend you.
All that has life and breath, come now with prais - es be - fore him!
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Let all who hear now to his tem - ple draw near,
Have you not seen all that 1s need - ful has been
Pon - der a - new what the Al-mght - y can do
Let the a - men sound from his peo - ple a - gain
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join - ing in glad ad - o - ra - tion!
sent by his gra - cious or - dain - ing?
if with  his  love he be - friend you.
Glad - ly for - ev - er a - dore him!
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Text: Joachim Neander, 1650-1680; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: TLOBE DEN HERREN, Eraewerten (Gesangbuch, Part T, Stralsund, 1665
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE

Refrain

“Glory to God”

ELW Setting 2
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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1 Lord God, heav-en -ly King, al - might-y God and Fa-ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we

praise you for your glo-ry.
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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2 Lord Je - susChrist,on-ly Son of the Fa - ther,

Lord God, Lamb of
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God, you take a-waythe sin of the world: have mer-cy on us; you are
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Glo-ry to God in the high -est,

and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.

>>>>Continued>>>



"Glory to God" continued

i = | | —
- : IL) I ] e i. F\/ i | | o
o — *
3 For you a-lone arethe Ho-ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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Glo-ry to God in the high - est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants.
Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment,
and train us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

Please be seated.

WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD

READING: Jonah 3:10-4:11

A reading from Jonah.

When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from their evil
ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon
them, and he did not do it.

“1But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. “He prayed to the
Lorp and said, “O Lorb! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country?
That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning, for I knew that you are a gracious and
merciful God, slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love, and relenting from
punishment. *And now, O LorD, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to
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die than to live.” “ And the LorD said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” °Then Jonah went
out of the city and sat down east of the city and made a booth for himself there. He sat
under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city.

®The Lorp God appointed a bush and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over
his head, to save him from his discomfort, so Jonah was very happy about the bush.
’But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush,
so that it withered. ® When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun
beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He
said, “It is better for me to die than to live.”

?But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said,
“Yes, angry enough to die.” *°Then the Lorp said, “You are concerned about the bush,
for which you did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night
and perished in a night. ** And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city,
in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know
their right hand from their left and also many animals?”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 145:1-8
Please read responsively.

T will exalt you, my God and king,
and bless your name forever and ever.

’Every day will I bless you
and praise your name forever and ever.

*Great is the LorD and greatly to be praised!
There is no end to your greatness.

“One generation shall praise your works to another
and shall declare your power.

>T will speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty
and all your marvelous works.

°They shall tell of the might of your wondrous acts,
and I will recount your greatness.

’They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness;
they shall sing joyfully of your righteousness.

®The Lorb is gracious and full of compassion,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.



Please stand as you are able to welcome the gospel.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW Setting 6
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You have the words of e-ter - nal life. Al-le-1lu - ia.

GOSPEL: Matthew 20:1-16

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] *“The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out
early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. ? After agreeing with the laborers
for a denarius for the day, he sent them into his vineyard. * When he went out about
nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, “and he said to them, ‘You
also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.” So they went. *When he
went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. ®And about five
o’clock he went out and found others standing around, and he said to them, ‘Why are
you standing here idle all day?’ ' They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.” He said
to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ ® When evening came, the owner of the vineyard
said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last
and then going to the first.” °When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them
received a denarius. ‘°Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more;
but each of them also received a denarius. * And when they received it, they grumbled
against the landowner, *?saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made
them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.” **But
he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me
for a denarius? '“ Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same
as I give to you. *>’Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or
are you envious because I am generous?’ '°So the last will be first, and the first will be
last.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.



CHILDREN'’S MESSAGE/NOISY OFFERING

SERMON Pastor Sara Ilderton

Please stand as you are able.

HYMN OF THE DAY “There’s a Wideness In God’s Mercy” ELW 588
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1 There’s a wide-ness in God’s mer - cy, like the wide-ness of the sea;
2 There is wel-come for the sin - ner, and a prom-ised grace made good;
3 For the love of God 1s broad-er than the mea-sures of our mind;
4 ’Tis not all we owe to Je - sus; it 1s some-thing more than all:
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there’s a kind-ness in God’sjus - tice which is more than lib - er - ty.
there is mer-cy  with the Sav-ior; there is heal-ing in  his blood.
and the heart of the E - ter-nal is most won-der - ful - ly kind.
great - er good be - cause of e - vil, larg -er mer-cy through the fall.
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There is no place where earth’s sor - rows are more felt than up in heav’'n.
There is grace e - nough for thou-sands of new worlds as great as this;
But we make this love too nar - row by false lim -its of our own;
Make our love, O God, more faith-ful; let us take you at your word,
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There is no place where earth’s fail - ings have such kind-ly judg-ment giv’'n.
there is room for fresh cre - a - tions in that up-per home of bliss.

and we mag-nm - fy its  strict-ness with a  zeal God will not own.
and our lives will be thanks-giv - ing for the good-ness of the Lord.

Text: Frederick W. Faber, 1814-1863, alt.
Music: LORD, REVIVE US, North American, 19th cent.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that God
hears us.

Make your church eager to share you good news and our generosity with others. Nourish
us by your grace to be witnesses to your love. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Guide scientists and researchers studying responses to the climate crisis so that all your
creation may inspire us to give thanks for your great goodness. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Show employers the benefits of equal pay standards for all their employees. Reconcile
conflicts between employees. Fill places of employment with camaraderie and bring an
end to employment disparity. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Encourage any who cannot work or who cannot work a full day with the truth that their
value comes from your everlasting love for them. Provide for those who are injured, ill,
and for all in any need especially those we name silently or aloud... Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Strengthen all those in this congregation whose labor serves the needs of others in the
community. Inspire all in this congregation to support community endeavors with our
time and talents. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Comfort us with the promise of the resurrection as we remember all our loved ones
whose desire to be with Jesus is fulfilled. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else
you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

After exchanging the peace with those near you, please be seated.



WE SHARE THE SUPPER OF THE LORD

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING

If you are offering your gift at the altar, and there remember
that your brother has something against you, leave your gift
there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your
brother, and then come and offer your gift. = Matthew 5:23, 24

The offering plate is passed. You may also give electronically using the QR code on the
back cover.

MUSICAL OFFERING “Be Thou My Vision” John Leavitt

Please stand as you are able.

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.

God of creation,

you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.
All blessings are from you;

make us generous with what we have.

Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts

in service to you and in love to our neighbors,
today and always.

Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our privilege and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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comes in the name of the Lord.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Ho - san-na in the high - est.

The celebrant continues with the Words of Institution
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LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

ACCLAMATION AT THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
The bread is raised and broken.
Alleluia! Remembering that Christ our Passover has been given for us,
let us keep the feast. Alleluia!
Please be seated.
An usher will direct you forward for Communion.

Communion is served at head of the aisle.

We use wheat wafers, white grape juice and wine. If you need a gluten free wafer,
please make that known to the pastor.

For any who desire a blessing, please come forward with your arms crossed.

SHARING OF THE BREAD AND WINE

The body of Christ given for you.
The blood of Christ shed for you.
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HYMNS DURING DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Please join in singing the hymns which follow.

“This is Christ’s Body” ACS 967
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This is Christ’s bod -y, bro-ken and  blest. Feed us with
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mer-cy and love. We are Christ’s bod -y,
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bro-ken and  blest. Heal us and make wus one.

Text: Anne Krentz Organ, b. 1960
Music: BROKEN AND BLESSED, Anne Krentz Organ
Text and music © 2020 Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.
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“Blessed Assurance”
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1 Bless-ed as-sur-ance,Je-sus is mine! Oh,what a fore-taste of glo-ry di- vine!
2 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, per-fect de-light, vi-sions of rap-ture now burst on my sight;
3 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, all is at rest; I in my Sav-ior am hap-py and blest,
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Heir of sal-va - tion, pur-chase of God, born of his Spir-it,washed in his blood.
an - gels de-scend-ing bring from a-bove ech - oes of mer-cy, whis-pers of love.
watch-ing and wait - ing, look - ing a-bove, filled with his good-ness, lost in his love.
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This is my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav -ior all the day long:
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Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915
Music: ASSURANCE, Phoebe P. Knapp, 1830-1908
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“Praise and Thanks and Adoration” ELW 783
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1 Praise and thanks and ad - o - ta - tion, Son of God, to you we give,

2 Hold me ev - er in your keep -ing, com-fort me in pain and strife;
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for you chose to servecre - a - tion, died that sin - ers all might live.

through my laugh -ter and my weep-ing, lift me to a no - bler life.
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Dear Lord Je - sus, guide my way; faith - ful let me day by day
Draw my fer - vent love to you; con - stant hope and faith re - new
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fol - low where your steps are lead -ing, find ad - ven - ture, joys ex - ceed - ing!
in your birth, your life and pas-sion, in your death and res-ur-rec - tion.

Text: Thomas H. Kingo, 1634-1703; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: FREU DICH SEHR, Trente quatre pseaumes de David, Geneva, 1551
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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“Beloved, God’s Chosen”

ELW 648
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1 Be - lov - ed, God’s cho - sen, put on as a gar - ment
2 With - in, call forth Wis-dom, to dwell in you rich - ly;
3 Be - lov - ed, God’s cho -sen, put on as a gar - ment
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com-pas - sion, for - give - ness, and good - ness of  heart.
let peace rule your hearts and that peace be of  Christ.
com-pas - sion, for - give - ness, and good - ness of  heart.
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A - bove all, be - fore all, let love be your rai - ment
And from the heart’s cham-ber, be - lov - ed and ho - ly,
A - bove all, be - fore all, let love be your rai - ment
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that  binds in - to one ev - 'y dis - so-nant part.
let sing - ing thanks - giv - ing  to God ev - er rise.
that  binds in - to one ev - 'ty dis - so-nant  part.

Text: Susan Palo Cherwien, b. 1953
Music: ANDREW'S SONG, Robert A. Hobby, b. 1962
Text © 1994 Susan Palo Cherwien, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Music © 1997 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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“Come and Fill Our Hearts” ELW 528
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Con - fi - te - mi-ni Do - mi - no quo - ni - am bo - nus.
Comeand fill our hearts with your peace. You a-lone,O Lord,are ho - ly.
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Con - fi - te - mi - ni Do - mi - no. Al-le - lu - ia!
Come and fill our hearts with your peace. Al-le - lu - ia!
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Text: Psalm 136:1 (Latin); Taizé Communi

Music: CONFITEMINI DOMINO, Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994

Text and music © 1982, 1991 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Please stand as you are able.

COMMUNION BLESSING

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood, strengthen,
keep and unite us now and forever.
Amen.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.

Sustaining God,

with this bread and cup,

you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.

By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love,
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.

Amen.

WE ARE SENT TO SHARE THE GOOD NEWS
BLESSING

The God of love

draw you into full accord and one mind,
in the body of Christ Jesus.

Amen.

The God of hope

grant you strength and peace in all circumstances
through the interceding of the Spirit.

Amen.

The God of grace
+ bless you now and forever.
Amen.



SENDING HYMN “Voices Raised to You” ELW 845
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1 Voic - es raised to  you we of - fer; tune them, God, for
2 Al cre - a - tion joins to praise you; earth and sky your
3 Christ, the song of love in - car - nate, touch-ing earth with
4 Spir - it, flam-ing through cre - a - tion, kin - dle faith with -
5 How can an - y praise we  of - fer mea - sure  all the
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songs of  praise. Hearts and hands we bring in  trib - ute
works dis - play. Art and mu - sic, gifts you lend us,
heav - en’s  grace, for your liv - ing, suf - f'ring, dy - ing,
in each heart. Lift our Vvoic - es high in  cho - rus;
thanks we  owe? Take our hearts and  hands and voic - es—
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for your gifts through all our days. Al - le-lu - ia!
we re - turn to you to - day. Al - le-1lu - 1a!
for your ris - ing, hear our praise! Al - le-1lu - ia!
through our hands your love 1im - part. Al - le-1lu - ia!
gifts of love we can be - stow. Al - le-lu - ia!
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Al - le - lu - ia! Tri - une God, to you we  sing!
Al - le - lu - 1ia! God, cre - a - tor, source of life!
Al - le - lu - 1a! Christ, re - deem - er, Lord of life!
Al - le - lu - 1a! Spir - it, help - er,  breath of life!
Al -le - lu - 1a! Tri - une God, to you we  sing!

Text: Herman G. Stuemptle Jr., 1923-2007

Music: SONG OF PRAISE, Carolyn Jennings, b. 1936
Text © 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com
800.442.3358 All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Music © 1996 Carolyn Jennings
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DISMISSAL

Go out with joy, striving to live and love as Jesus did,
welcoming all and bringing healing, help, and hope to the world.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

POSTLUDE “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” Weber

2026 HEALTH AND WHOLENESS

The theme for September is financial health.

Tip #3: Build good financial habits. Check your bank statements, credit card bills and
investment accounts regularly. This makes sure your money is managed property and
to identify areas where you can cut back on spending. Pay off your bills and credit card
charges monthly to avoid late fees. Reduce credit cards to one or two. Regularly track
your progress against your goals and plans.

Romans 13:7 Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed,

revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is owed, honor to whom
honor is owed.
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THIS WEEK AT LIVING SAVIOUR

Sunday: September 20

e 9:15 a.m. Choir Rehearsal

e 9:15 a.m. Adult Faith Formation & Children’s Sunday School
e 9:30 a.m. Older Youth Sunday School

10:30 a.m. Worship

11:30 a.m. Monthly Council Meeting

Monday: September 21
e 6:15p.m. Yoga 4 You
e 7:00 p.m. Scout Troop 165

Tuesday: September 22
e 9:30 a.m. Yoga 4 You
e 6:45 p.m. Cub Scout Pack 265

Wednesday: September 23
e 10:00 a.m. Bible/Book Study
e 6:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal

Thursday: September 24
e 11:00 a.m. Chair Yoga
e 6:15 p.m. G@thering at the Table

Sunday: September 27

e 9:15 a.m. Choir Rehearsal

e 9:15 a.m. Adult Faith Formation & Children’s Sunday School
e 9:30 a.m. Older Youth Sunday School

e 10:30 a.m. Worship
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LIVING SAVIOUR

Lutheran Church

Living Saviour Lutheran Church
6817 Carmel Road
Charlotte, North Carolina 28226
(704) 542-3626

The Reverend Sara Ilderton, Pastor
Don Huff, Director, Music Ministry
Nancy Mersereau, Assistant Musician
Laura Schwab, Office Administrator
Amanda Thom, Director, Children, Youth & Families
Susan Hall, Treasurer
Elsie Davis, LS Preschool Director

QR for donating online:
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