
LIVING SAVIOUR LUTHERAN CHURCH

CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA

 EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

SEPTEMBER 27, 2026

Living Saviour Lutheran Church is a faith community

striving to live and love as Jesus did, eagerly welcoming all

and bringing healing, help, and hope to the world.



WELCOME TO WORSHIP!

THE TIME AFTER PENTECOST is the longest stretch of the Christian year during which we 
do not observe any particular season or celebrate a major festival. Known by many 
Christians as ”ordinary time” or “the time of the Church”, this time is neither watchful nor 
celebrative. These weeks we concentrate on learning and growing in our faith. The altar 
and lectern colors are green, representing growth, except for the first Sunday, the festival 
of the Holy Trinity, the color is white. 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS TODAY:
 Assisting Minister - John Williams

Crucifer - Cooper Thom
Acolyte - Diego Kooi

INSTRUMENTALISTS TODAY:
 Trumpet - Gordon Hann
 Woodwinds - Barbara Tobin

THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given by Laura Schwab in thanks for the LSLC Staff. 

THIS WORSHIP FOLDER contains all elements of the worship service.  It is designed to 
encourage your participation.  Please read the words in bold print and join in the singing 
of all hymns.  Italicized words are instructions.

RESTROOMS are located at the back of the sanctuary and down the short hallway.

WE WELCOME CHILDREN IN OUR WORSHIP SERVICES! 

Parents, you are always welcome to bring your children to worship with you. If you are 
comfortable and prefer having them in supervised childcare, it is available and is under the 
very capable and loving supervision of Ms. Carla. The Childcare Room is down the steps as 
you enter the gathering area outside the sanctuary. Someone will be happy to direct you 
there.

�� CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BULLETINS for readers and non-readers are available on the 
welcome table where the worship folders are located.

�� QUIET BAGS for use by children during worship have been updated and arranged by 
age groups.  They are located to the left as you enter the sanctuary. Feel free to pick 
one up and replace it on the hooks when you leave.

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES are on page 21.

THE TWO WHITE ROSES ON THE ALTAR are in memory of Allen Parham, father or 
Morgan Parham, and Crystal Meier, mother of Janet Axtman. 
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WE GATHER IN CHRIST’S NAME

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE                “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”          arr. Dino Kartsonakis
(Sandra Sample, piano)

Please stand as you are able. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who pours love into our hearts
and healing upon the earth.
Amen.

Let us offer our confession before God and each other.

Holy God, we know that in so many ways
we have run from you,
we have ignored your call,
we have closed our eyes to your presence,
we have disbelieved your mercy,
we have disregarded your words,
we have forsaken others.
So we ask, once again, for your forgiveness. 
Turn us away from what is wrong and hurtful 
to what is right and life-giving.

Receive the good news: 
God’s love abounds for us, 
Forgiving us and restoring us to 
Community with God and one another. 
In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 
Thanks be to God. Amen.

Please turn to face the processional cross.
As the cross passes your row, please turn to the altar. 
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GATHERING HYMN       “The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing”      ELW 531
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace 
to overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us
in the way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Please be seated.

MUSICAL OFFERING    “Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun”    Venita MacGorman 
(Summer Handbell Choir)

WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD

PSALM: Psalm 25:1-9
Please sing responsively.

1 To | you, O L���,
  I lift | up my soul.

2 My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be | put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph | over me.

3 Let none who look to you be | put to shame;
  rather let those be put to shame | who are treacherous.

4 Show me your | ways, O L���,
and teach | me your paths.

5 Lead me in your | truth and teach me,
  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all | the day long.

6 Remember, O L���, your compas- | sion and love,
for they are from | everlasting.

7 Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions;
  remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your 
     good- | ness, O L���.

8 You are gracious and up- | right, O L���;
therefore you teach sinners | in your way.

9 You lead the low- | ly in justice
  and teach the low- | ly your way.



READING: Philippians 2:1-13

A reading from Philippians.

1 If, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consolation from love, any partnership 
in the Spirit, any tender affection and sympathy, 2 make my joy complete: be of the 
same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3 Do 
nothing from selfish ambition or empty conceit, but in humility regard others as 
better than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not to your own interests but to the 
interests of others. 5 Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,

6 who, though he existed in the form of God,
  did not regard equality with God
  as something to be grasped,

7 but emptied himself,
  taking the form of a slave,
  assuming human likeness.
 And being found in appearance as a human,

8 he humbled himself
  and became obedient to the point of death—
  even death on a cross.

9 Therefore God exalted him even more highly
  and gave him the name
  that is above every other name,

10 so that at the name given to Jesus
  every knee should bend,
  in heaven and on earth and under the earth,

11 and every tongue should confess
  that Jesus Christ is Lord,
  to the glory of God the Father.

12 Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my 
presence but much more now in my absence, work on your own salvation with fear 
and trembling, 13 for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to 
work for his good pleasure.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

Please stand as you are able to welcome the gospel.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                         ELW Setting 6

GOSPEL: Matthew 21:23-32

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

23 When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people 
came to him as he was teaching and said, “By what authority are you doing these 
things, and who gave you this authority?” 24 Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you 
one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I 
do these things. 25 Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human 
origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to 
us, ‘Why, then, did you not believe him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are 
afraid of the crowd, for all regard John as a prophet.” 27 So they answered Jesus, 
“We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I 
am doing these things.

28 “What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, 
go and work in the vineyard today.’ 29 He answered, ‘I will not,’ but later he changed 
his mind and went. 30 The father went to the second and said the same, and he 
answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but he did not go. 31 Which of the two did the will of his father?” 
They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and 
the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32 For John came to 
you in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors 
and the prostitutes believed him, and even after you saw it you did not change your 
minds and believe him.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON                                                                   Pastor Sara Ilderton
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Please stand as you are able.

HYMN OF THE DAY               “Come, Share the Spirit”       ACS 1045
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that 
God hears us.

Center your church in humility as we strive to follow in your way. Help us listen to 
the cries of those who have been alienated by the church. Show all your love. Lead 
this congregation to new opportunities for service in our community.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

You call us to care for your creation. Lead us into your promise of a better world 
through sustainable practices and respect for your handiwork. 
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Inspire all in positions of authority to act honorably. Remind them of their call to 
use their authority for the sake of the common good. Give them the gift of humility. 
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Comfort those who come before you in fear and trembling. Calm troubled hearts 
with your forgiveness. Help all those in need especially those we name silently or 
aloud... 
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Your steadfast love holds all the saints who have finished their work and are at rest. 
As we grieve, remind us of your mercy so we may also give thanks. 
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever 
else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

After exchanging the peace with those near you, please be seated.
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WE SHARE THE SUPPER OF THE LORD

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING

If you are offering your gift at the altar, and there remember
that your brother has something against you, leave your gift
there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your
brother, and then come and offer your gift.   Matthew 5:23, 24

The offering plate is passed. You may also give electronically using the QR code on 
the back cover.

MUSICAL OFFERING                “All the Day Long”            K. Lee Scott
                      (Text based on Psalm 25:4-7)

Please stand as you are able.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

God of creation,
you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.
All blessings are from you;
make us generous with what we have.
Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts
in service to you and in love to our neighbors,
today and always. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our privilege and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy God,
you alone are holy,
you alone are God.

The universe declares your praise:
beyond the stars;
beneath the sea;
within each cell;
with every breath.
We praise you, O God.

Generations bless your faithfulness:
through the water;
by night and day;
across the wilderness;
out of exile;
into the future.
We bless you, O God.

We give you thanks for your dear Son:
at the heart of human life;
near to those who suffer;
beside the sinner;
among the poor;
with us now.
We thank you, O God.           >>>Continued>>>
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The celebrant continues with the Words of Institution

Remembering his love for us
on the way,
at the table,
and to the end,
we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

We pray for the gift of your Spirit:
in our gathering;
within this meal;
among your people;
throughout the world.

Blessing, praise, and thanks
to you, holy God,
through Christ Jesus,
by your Spirit,
in your church,
without end.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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ACCLAMATION AT THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

The bread is raised and broken.

Alleluia! Remembering that Christ our Passover has been given for us,
let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 

Please be seated.

An usher will direct you forward for Communion.

Communion is served at head of the aisle. 

We use wheat wafers, white grape juice and wine. If you need a gluten free wafer, 
please make that known to the pastor.

For any who desire a blessing, please come forward with your arms crossed. 

SHARING OF THE BREAD AND WINE

The body of Christ given for you.
 The blood of Christ shed for you.
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HYMNS DURING DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

Please join in singing the hymns which follow.

“This is Christ’s Body”                              ACS 967
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“Now We Join in Celebration”                             ELW 462
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“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”                           ELW 815

 >>>Continued>>>
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“O Blessed Spring”                              ELW 447
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“Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am”                            ELW 814

Please stand as you are able.

COMMUNION BLESSING

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood, 
strengthen, keep and unite us now and forever. 
Amen.



HYMN AFTER COMMUNION      “Praise and Thanks and Adoration”        ELW 783:1
Stanza 1

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

Sustaining God,
with this bread and cup, 
you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.
Make us living signs of your liberation and love,
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.
Amen.

WE ARE SENT TO SHARE THE GOOD NEWS

BLESSING

The God of love
draw you into full accord and one mind,
in the body of Christ Jesus.
Amen.

 >>>Continued>>>
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The God of hope
grant you strength and joy in all circumstances
through the interceding of the Spirit.
Amen.

The God of grace
☩ bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN                   “O God, My Faithful God”        ELW 806
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DISMISSAL

Go out with joy, striving to live and love as Jesus did,
welcoming all and bringing healing, help, and hope to the world.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

POSTLUDE   “Open Now the Gates of Beauty”                   Weber

Credits/Acknowledgements:
Intercessory Prayers from Sundays and Seasons by permission under Augsburg Liturgies License 
SAS103467
From sundaysandseasons.com.  Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23663.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved.
All music and lyrics published in this worship service are printed by permission of the following 
licenses:
OneLicense #A-725570, LicenSing #612800, CCLI #11242717, Augsburg Fortress #23663.
Confession and Forgiveness: Written by Beth Merrill Neel on her blog, “Hold Fast to What Is Good.” 
Used with permission.  Adapted.

 “The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing”

"Praise and Thanks and Adoration"
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THIS WEEK AT LIVING SAVIOUR

Sunday: September 27
• 9:15 a.m. Choir Rehearsal
• 9:15 a.m. Adult Faith Formation & Children’s Sunday School
• 9:30 a.m. Middle/High School Hangout
• 10:30 a.m. Worship

Monday: September 28
• 7:00 p.m. Scout Troop 165

Tuesday: September 29
• 6:45 p.m. Cub Scout Pack 265 

Wednesday: September 30
• 10:00 a.m. Bible/Book Study
• 6:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal

Thursday: October 1
• 9:30 a.m. Yoga 4 You
• 11:00 a.m. Chair Yoga
• 6:15 p.m. Yoga 4 You

Saturday: October 3
• 10:00 a.m. Yoga 4 Yoga

Sunday: October 4
• 9:15 a.m. Choir Rehearsal
• 9:15 a.m. Adult Faith Formation & Children’s Sunday School
• 9:30 a.m. Middle/High School Hangout
• 10:30 a.m. Worship




