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Living Saviour Lutheran Church is a faith community   

striving to live and love as Jesus did, eagerly welcoming all   

and bringing healing, help, and hope to the world.  
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP! 

 

ALLELUIA! CHRIST IS RISEN!  Christians throughout the world celebrate Easter every 

Sunday of the year.  Once a week, we gather to announce that Christ is risen.  Once a 

year, however, we devote seven weeks to celebrate the season of Easter.  This is the 

high point of the church year in which we rejoice in the victory Christ has won over sin, 

death, and the devil.  Through Jesus’ death and resurrection, we are promised life  

eternal.  This is the good news that we celebrate each Sunday! 

  

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS TODAY: 

 Assisting Minister - Russell Hinson 

 Crucifer - Cooper Thom 

 Acolyte - Ben Thom 
  

INSTRUMENTALIST TODAY: 

 Trumpet - Gordon Hann 

 Woodwinds - Barbara Tobin 
 

THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given by Linda Poley in honor of all mothers, especially  

Jesus’ mother, Mary.   
 

THIS WORSHIP FOLDER contains all elements of the worship service.  It is designed 

to encourage your participation.  Please read the words in bold print and join in the  

singing of all hymns.  Italicized words are instructions. 

  

RESTROOMS are located at the back of the sanctuary and down the short hallway. 
 

WE WELCOME CHILDREN IN OUR WORSHIP SERVICES!  

Parents, you are always welcome to bring your children to worship with you. If you are 

comfortable and prefer having them in supervised childcare, it is available and is under 

the very capable and loving supervision of Ms. Carla. The Childcare Room is down the 

steps as you enter the gathering area outside the sanctuary. Someone will be happy to 

direct you there. 

• CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BULLETINS for readers and non-readers are available on 

the welcome table where the worship folders are located.  

• QUIET BAGS for use by children during worship have been updated and arranged  

by age groups.  They are located to the left as you enter the sanctuary.  Please feel 

free to pick one up and replace it on the hooks when you leave.  
 

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES are on page 22. 

PRAYER LIST is on page 20. 
 

In November 2024, this LSLC Land Acknowledgement was developed: 

 

The building of Living Saviour Lutheran Church, and the larger area surrounding it,  

is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the Catawba, Cheraw, Sugaree 

and Waxhaw people. We acknowledge their presence here since time immemorial, 

and we honor those who lived here before this congregation, or this city, came to be, 

who were the first stewards of the land, the first people who offered the first prayers 

and sang the first songs into the very soil under our feet.  
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WE GATHER IN CHRIST’S NAME 

  

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  

PRELUDE                        “Lord of the Dance”        arr. Joel Raney 

(Nancy Mersereau, piano & Don Huff, organ) 

 

Please stand as you are able.  

 

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT & CANDLELIGHTING 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM  

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩  one God, 

by whose hand we are given new birth, 

by whose speaking we are given new life.  

Amen. 

  

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 

we are welcomed, restored, and supported 

as citizens of the new creation. 

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

  

Holy God, 

holy and mighty,  

holy and merciful, 

you are the river of life, 

you are the everlasting wellspring. 

  

In mercy and might you have freed us from death 

and raised us with Jesus, the firstborn of the dead. 

In baptismal waters our old life is washed away, 

and in them we are born anew. 

  

Glory to you for oceans and lakes, 

for rivers and streams. 

Honor to you for waters that wash us clean, 

Quench our thirst, and nurture both crops and creatures. 

Praise to you for the life giving water of baptism, 

The outpouring of the Spirit of the new creation.  

 

Wash away our sin and all that separates us from you.  

Empower our witness to your resurrection. 

Strengthen our resolve in seeking justice for all. Amen. 

 

Please turn to face the processional cross.  

As the cross passes your row, please turn to the altar. 
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GATHERING HYMN          “Shout for Joy Loud and Long”            WOV 793 

Verse 1 - Choir   Verses 2,3,4 - All 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GREETING 

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE          “This is the Feast”        ELW Setting one 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Let us pray.  

 

Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and on 

earth. In your great mercy receive the prayers of all your children, and 

give to all the world the Spirit of your truth and peace, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

Please be seated. 

 

WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD 

 

READING: Acts 17:22-31 

 

A reading from Acts.  

 
22 Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely 

spiritual you are in every way. 23 For as I went through the city and looked  

carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with the  

inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I 

proclaim to you. 24 The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is 

Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, 25 nor 

is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself 

gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. 26 From one ancestor he made 

all peoples to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence 

and the boundaries of the places where they would live, 27 so that they would 

search for God and perhaps fumble about for him and find him—though indeed he 

is not far from each one of us. 28 For ‘In him we live and move and have our  

being’; as even some of your own poets have said,  

 ‘For we, too, are his offspring.’ 
29 “Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold 

or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals.  
30 While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all 

people everywhere to repent, 31 because he has fixed a day on which he will have 

the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this 

he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  
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PSALM: Psalm 66:8-20 

 

Please read responsively. 

 

 8 Bless our God, you peoples; 

  let the sound of praise be heard. 

 

 9 Our God has kept us among the living 

  and has not allowed our feet to slip.  

 

 10 For you, O God, have tested us; 

  you have tried us just as silver is tried. 

 

 11 You brought us into the net; 

  you laid heavy burdens upon our backs. 

 

 12 You let people ride over our heads; we went through fire and water, 

  but you brought us out into a place of refreshment. 

 

 13 I will enter your house with burnt offerings 

  and will pay you my vows— 

 

 14 those that I promised with my lips 

  and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble. 

 

 15 I will offer you burnt offerings of fatlings with the smoke of rams; 

  I will give you oxen and goats.  

 

 16 Come and listen, all you who believe, 

  and I will tell you what God has done for me. 

 

 17 I called out to God with my mouth, 

  and praised the Lord with my tongue. 

 

 18 If I had cherished evil in my heart, 

  the Lord would not have heard me; 

 

 19 but in truth God has heard me 

  and has attended to the sound of my prayer. 

 

 20 Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, 

  nor withheld unfailing love from me.  

 

 

Please stand as you are able to welcome the gospel. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

GOSPEL: John 14:15-21 

 

The holy gospel according to John.  

Glory to you, O Lord.  

 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15 “If you love me, you will keep my  

commandments. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another  

Advocate, to be with you forever. 17 This is the Spirit of truth, whom the  

world cannot receive because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know 

him because he abides with you, and he will be in you. 

  18 “I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19 In a little while  

the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also 

will live. 20 On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, 

and I in you. 21 They who have my commandments and keep them are those 

who love me, and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will 

love them and reveal myself to them.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Please be seated. 

 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

 

SERMON                                                        Pastor Sara Ilderton 
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Please stand as you are able. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                “Loving Spirit”     ELW 397 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

 

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken 

world, let us pray for the needs of all creation. 

 

God of new life, you call us through the waters of baptism to be in relationship 

with you and one another. Guide the church and its leaders to proclaim Christ’s 

righteousness throughout the world.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

You create the world and all that is in it. Shelter budding plants and young  

animals, provide unpolluted habitats and clean water, and raise up stewards for 

the environment.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

You provide comfort in times of trouble. Heal those who are sick, shelter any 

who are unhoused, feed those undernourished, and accompany and console  

all who are lonely, bereaved, anxious, or ill especially those we name silently  

or aloud... (prayer list is on page 20) 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

             

You are love and you desire that we love one another. As a mother hen cares  

for her chicks, bless all who provide motherly care in our lives, and inspire us  

to care for one another. 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

God of new life, your steadfast love endures forever. Inspire us by the example 

of the faithful departed, who clung to your promises of life, forgiveness of sins, 

and salvation.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news 

of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 

Amen. 

 

 

PEACE 

  

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

  

 

After exchanging the peace with those near you, please be seated.    
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WE SHARE THE SUPPER OF THE LORD 

 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 

  

O Lord our God, you are worthy to receive glory and honor 

 and power; because you have created all things, and by your 

 will they were created and have their being.                   Revelation 4:11 

  

  

The offering plate is passed. You may also give electronically using the QR code  

on the back cover. 

 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING         “Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia” arr. Cathy Moklebust 

(Alleluia Ringers) 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

 

 

OFFERING HYMN        “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”         ELW 367:4 

  

Adoring praises now we bring 

and with the heav'nly blessed sing: 

"Christ has triumphed! Alleluia!" 

Be to the Father, and our Lord, 

to Spirit blest, most holy God, 

all the glory, never ending! 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

  

Let us pray. 

 

Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. 

You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day 

when we will hunger and thirst no more. 

Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, 

that goodness and mercy may follow us 

and bless the world you love. 

In the name of Jesus.  

Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

  

It is indeed right, our privilege and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who, enthroned forever at your right hand, 

intercedes for us as our great high priest. 

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 

with earth and sea and all their creatures, 

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  

  

You are indeed holy,  

God of all time and space. 

At a time before and beyond all knowing, 

you initiated the relationship of love and generosity 

with creation and all of humankind. 

Through your Son, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit, 

you continue in eternal love for all beings. 

 

The celebrant continues with the Words of Institution. 

 

With this bread and cup 

we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 

as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, comfort and companion, 

to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and cup 

with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice in all the world. 

 

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all glory and honor is yours, almighty God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

Please be seated. 

 

An usher will direct you forward for Communion. 

  

Communion is served at the head of the aisle.  

  

We use wheat wafers, white grape juice and wine. If you need a gluten free  

wafer, please make that known to the pastor.  

  

For any who desire a blessing, please come forward with your arms crossed.  

 

Those desiring Prayers for Healing are invited to kneel/stand at the altar rail  

after receiving communion. 

 

 

SHARING OF THE BREAD AND WINE & PRAYERS FOR HEALING 

 

 The body of Christ given for you. 

 The blood of Christ shed for you. 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMN       “Be Known to Us Lord Jesus”    ACS Setting 12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

HYMNS DURING DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION  

 

The assembly is invited to join in singing the hymns. 

 

“We Come to the Hungry Feast”            ELW 479  
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“Be Thou My Vision”         ELW 793 
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“Be Not Afraid”          ELW 388 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

  

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood, 

strengthen, keep and unite us now and forever.  

Amen. 

  

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

Let us pray. 

 

Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us  

and are making all things new. 

Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts  

and to love our enemies, as together we strive  

to bring healing, help and hope to the world. 

In the name of Jesus. Amen. 

  

  



 

 

 

WE ARE SENT TO SHARE THE GOOD NEWS 

BLESSING 

 

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, 

Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, 

and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, 

☩  bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

  

 

SENDING HYMN            “We Know That Christ Is Raised”          ELW 449 
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DISMISSAL 

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!  

  

 

POSTLUDE                    “Jesus Shall Reign”                    Dixon 
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2026 HEALTH AND WHOLENESS 

 

The May theme is healthy living in your senior years. 

 

Tip #2: Sidestep falls. Check your home for fall hazards. Keep your bones  

strong with exercise and healthy calcium. Walking at least 30 minutes a day 

 three times a week helps you stay physically fit. It also helps you stay mentally 

sharp, strengthens your bones, lifts your spirits, and lowers your fall risk. Falls 

are a leading cause of serious injuries and death among older adults. 

 

Isaiah 40:31  

But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength.  

They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary,  

they will walk and not be faint. 
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PRAYER LIST 

 

Kippie    Ray K     Jim Crawford 

Trudy Terlinde   Terry Godwin   Lois DeLoache  

Traci A    Claire & Family   Geraldine 

Kathy DeLoache   Dawn     Elsie M 

Tom Chriske   Judy Frye    Moss 

Bob Pilgrim    Jerry      Mary Gonnelli 

Ron P     Chuck M    Sherry W 

Bruce & Barbara   Linda B    Barbara 

Ted Bost    Steve Nolan   Elisabeth & Biscuit 

Amy Dean    Tim Meadows   Margie Peters 

Beth M    Nancy Bryant   John B 

Chuck’s wife   Brandy(dog) & owner 

 

*Prayers for the Grieving 

Family of Trudy Haseley   Family of Rufus Gregory 

Family of Jill Lamb    Family of John Farris 

Family of Pat Hipps   Family of Frank Poley 

Family of Sherry Crawford  Family of Joey Skidmore 

Family of Cula McRae 

 

Prayers for Engaged Couples 

Elizabeth and Kevin 

Julie Frixen & Declan Linfoot 

Brian Cone & Heather Langan 

 

Prayers for Expectant Parents 

Kevin & Leslye Young 

 

Prayers for all First Responders, Veterans and for those in Active Military 

Service 

Grayson Jenkins 

Marine Cpl. Josh Harbinson  

Michael Whetstone & family  

Andy Williams  

Neil Mitchell  

Corey  Young  

 

*For Prayers for the Grieving - Church Members and Relatives of Members will  

remain on the prayer list for one year. Others will remain on the list for one 

month, unless otherwise requested.  
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Credits/Acknowledgements 

Intercessory Prayers from Sundays and Seasons by permission under Augsburg Liturgies License 

SAS103467 

 

From sundaysandseasons.com.  Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23663. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the Na-

tional Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All 

rights reserved.  

 

All music and lyrics published in this worship service are printed by permission of the following 

licenses: 

OneLicense #A-725570, LicenSing #612800, CCLI #11242717, Augsburg Fortress #23663.  

 

Thanksgiving at the Table: Portions of a prayer written by Lutheran Julia adapted for use as 

Thanksgiving at the Table.  Prayer posted on RevGalBlogPals. Re-posted on the re:Worship web-

site at https://re-worship.blogspot.com/2017/05/prayer-eternal-love.htmlhttps://re-

worship.blogspot.com/2017/05/prayer-eternal-love.html. Other portions from ELW. 

 

“We Know That Christ Is Raised” 
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THIS WEEK AT LIVING SAVIOUR 

  

Sunday: May 10 

• 9:15 a.m. Chancel Choir 

• 9:15 a.m. Adult Faith Formation & Children’s Sunday School 

• 10:30 a.m. Worship 

 

Monday: May 11 

• 7:00 p.m. Scout Troop 165 

 

Tuesday: May 12 

• 10:00 a.m. Prayer Shawl Ministry 

• 6:45 p.m.  Cub Scout Pack 265 

 

Wednesday: May 13 

• 10:00 a.m. Bible Study 

• 6:30 p.m. Chancel Choir 

 

Thursday: May 14 

• 11:00 a.m. Chair Yoga 

• 6:15 p.m. G@thering at the Table 

 

Friday: May 15 

• 10:00 a.m. Preschool Moving Up Ceremony 

 

Sunday: May 17 

• 9:15 a.m. Chancel Choir 

• 9:15 a.m. Adult Faith Formation & Children’s Sunday School 

• 10:30 a.m. Worship 

• 11:30 a.m. Monthly Council Meeting 

 

 



 

 

 

Living Saviour Lutheran Church 

6817 Carmel Road 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28226 

(704) 542-3626 

 

The Reverend Sara Ilderton, Pastor 

Don Huff, Director of Music Ministry 

Nancy Mersereau, Assistant Musician 

Laura Schwab, Office Administrator 

Susan Hall, Treasurer 

Elsie Davis, LS Preschool Director 
 

 QR for donating online: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


