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WELCOME TO WORSHIP! 
 

LSLC LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
The building of Living Saviour Lutheran Church, and the larger area surrounding it, is 
located on the original and ancestral homelands of the Catawba, Cheraw, Sugaree and 
Waxhaw people. We acknowledge their presence here since time immemorial, and we 
honor those who lived here before this congregation, or this city, came to be, who were 
the first stewards of the land, the first people who offered the first prayers and sang the 
first songs into the very soil under our feet.  
 

ALLELUIA! CHRIST IS RISEN!  Christians throughout the world celebrate Easter every 
Sunday of the year.  Once a week, we gather to announce that Christ is risen.  Once a 
year, however, we devote seven weeks to celebrate the season of Easter.  This is the 
high point of the church year in which we rejoice in the victory Christ has won over sin, 
death, and the devil.  Through Jesus’ death and resurrection, we are promised life  
eternal.  This is the good news that we celebrate each Sunday! 
 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS TODAY: 
 Assisting Minister - Debby Borrelli 
 Crucifer - Riley Skidmore 
 Acolyte - Charlie Parham 
 

INSTRUMENTALIST TODAY: 
 Trumpet - Gordon Hann 
 Woodwinds - Barbara Tobin 
 

THIS WORSHIP FOLDER contains all elements of the worship service.  It is designed 
to encourage your participation.  Please read the words in bold print and join in the  
singing of all hymns.  Italicized words are instructions. 
 

RESTROOMS are located at the back of the sanctuary and down the short hallway. 
 

WE WELCOME CHILDREN IN OUR WORSHIP SERVICES!  
Parents, you are always welcome to bring your children to worship with you. If you are 
comfortable and prefer having them in supervised childcare, it is available and is under 
the very capable and loving supervision of Ms. Carla. The Childcare Room is down the 
steps as you enter the gathering area outside the sanctuary. Someone will be happy to 
direct you there. 

• CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BULLETINS for readers and non-readers are available on 

the welcome table where the worship folders are located.  

• QUIET BAGS for use by children during worship have been updated and arranged  

by age groups.  They are located to the left as you enter the sanctuary.  Please feel 
free to pick one up and replace it on the hooks when you leave.  

 

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES are on page 22. 
 

NOISY OFFERING for May will go to Living Waters Lutheran Church. Living Waters is  
a small but dynamic mission congregation  located on the Cherokee reservation in  
Western N.C. This ongoing ministry is led by the Rev. Jack Russell, who is the only  
full-blooded Cherokee pastor in the ELCA. Its vital work includes not only multicultural 
worship and other services that blend together both native and Lutheran (liturgy)  
language and culture but also a variety of community outreach programs to both natives 
and non-natives, including a crucial food pantry that supplies a four-county area, as well 
as varied counseling programs.  
  



 

 

 2 

 

WE GATHER IN CHRIST’S NAME 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  

PRELUDE                  “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”          arr. Stan Pethel 

            (Gordon Hann, trumpet) 

 

Please stand as you are able.  

 

GATHERING DIALOGUE 

 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

  

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

People of God, Christ has completed the work of salvation, reconciling us to God 

so that we may know eternal life. 

Through Christ, we are made one with God. 

 

In life, death, and resurrection, Christ guides us into eternal life with God here  

and now. 

Through Christ, we are made one in God. 

 

Through prayer and teaching, healing and serving, Christ draws us together as  

the people of God, diverse members of the one body. 

Through Christ, we are made one with God and one another. 

 

So, come, let us worship God who brings us into eternal life with God and one  

another! 

Thanks be to God! Amen 

 

 

Please turn to face the processional cross.  

As the cross passes your row, please turn to the altar. 
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GATHERING HYMN        “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”     ELW 634:1,2,5,6 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GREETING 

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE             “This is the Feast”   ELW Setting one 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Let us pray.  

 

O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended to your right 

hand. Unite us with Christ and each other in suffering and in joy, that all 

the world may be drawn into your bountiful presence, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 

 

WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD 

 

FIRST READING: Acts 1:6-14 

 

A reading from Acts.  

 
6 When [the apostles] had come together, they asked [Jesus], “Lord, is this the 

time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He replied, “It is not for you 

to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But 

you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be 

my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 

earth.” 9 When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a 

cloud took him out of their sight. 10 While he was going and they were gazing up 

toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 11 They said, 

“Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has 

been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him 

go into heaven.” 

  12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near 

Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. 13 When they had entered the city, they 

went to the room upstairs where they were staying: Peter, and John, and James, 

and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of  

Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14 All these were  

constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including 

Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  
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SECOND READING: 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 

 

A reading from Peter.  

 
12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you 

to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice 

insofar as you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be glad and 

shout for joy when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are reviled for the name of 

Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is 

resting on you. 

  5:6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, so that he 

may exalt you in due time. 7 Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for 

you. 8 Discipline yourselves; keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the 

devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour. 9 Resist him, steadfast in 

your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are  

undergoing the same kinds of suffering. 10 And after you have suffered for a little 

while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will 

himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. 11 To him be the power 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

 

Please stand as you are able to welcome the gospel. 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL: John 17:1-11 

 

The holy gospel according to John.  

Glory to you, O Lord.  

 
1 After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples,] he looked up to  

heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son 

may glorify you, 2 since you have given him authority over all people, to give 

eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3 And this is eternal life, that they 

may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. 4 I 

glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. 5 So now, 

Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your  

presence before the world existed. 

  6 “I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the 

world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your 

word. 7 Now they know that everything you have given me is from you, 8 for 

the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received 

them and know in truth that I came from you, and they have believed that 

you sent me. 9 I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the 

world but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours.  
10 All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I have been glorified in them.  
11 And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am 

coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given 

me, so that they may be one, as we are one.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Please be seated. 

 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE/NOISY OFFERING 

 

 

SERMON                                                        Pastor Sara Ilderton 
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Please stand as you are able. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  

“Lord, Who the Night You Were Betrayed”                                 ELW 463:1,2,4 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

 

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken 

world, let us pray for the needs of all creation. 

 

O God, your people sing praises throughout the church. By your Holy Spirit,  

inspire musicians, deacons, pastors, and bishops to proclaim the gospel of Jesus. 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

Your creative power fills the universe. Bring favorable weather, nurture plants 

and animals, protect us from natural disasters, and guide us to care for all you 

have made. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

Your justice ensures that all have enough. Instill in political leaders, business 

leaders, school administrators, and all who care for others a desire for peace and 

equity. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

Your compassion and healing come through the gifts of medicine and  

relationships. Soothe the anxious, protect widows and orphans, comfort those 

living with memory loss and their families, and heal the sick especially those we 

name silently or aloud... Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

Your love radiates from communities gathered in your name. Bless those  

experiencing significant transitions in life such as graduation, retirement, new 

employment, and accompany us in our prayers during these times. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

O God, your promise of eternal life is certain and sure. Inspire us by the  

steadfast faith of those who have gone before us, so that we may be confident in 

the assurances you give. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news 

of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE 

  

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

  

After exchanging the peace with those near you, please be seated. 
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WE SHARE THE SUPPER OF THE LORD 

 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 

  

O Lord our God, you are worthy to receive glory and honor 

 and power; because you have created all things, and by your 

 will they were created and have their being.              Revelation 4:11 

  

  

The offering plate is passed. You may also give electronically using the QR code on 

the back cover. 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING          “Worthy Is the Lamb”   Harlan 

 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

 

OFFERING HYMN    “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”    ELW 367:4 

  

Adoring praises now we bring 

and with the heav'nly blessed sing: 

"Christ has triumphed! Alleluia!" 

Be to the Father, and our Lord, 

to Spirit blest, most holy God, 

all the glory, never ending! 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

  

Let us pray. 

 

Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. 

You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day 

when we will hunger and thirst no more. 

Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, 

that goodness and mercy may follow us 

and bless the world you love. 

In the name of Jesus. Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

  

It is indeed right, our privilege and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who, enthroned forever at your right hand, 

intercedes for us as our great high priest. 

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 

with earth and sea and all their creatures, 

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  

  

The celebrant continues with the Words of Institution. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

Please be seated. 

 

An usher will direct you forward for Communion. 

  

Communion is served at the head of the aisle.  

  

We use wheat wafers, white grape juice and wine. If you need a gluten free  

wafer, please make that known to the pastor.  

  

For any who desire a blessing, please come forward with your arms crossed.  
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SHARING OF THE BREAD AND WINE 

 

 The body of Christ given for you. 

 The blood of Christ shed for you. 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMN        “Be Known to Us Lord Jesus”     ACS Setting 12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

HYMNS DURING DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION  
 
The assembly is invited to join in singing the hymns. 
 
“Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether”             ELW 470 
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“Bind Us Together”                      WOV 748 
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“Christ Our Peace”                   ACS 1037 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 “Be Not Afraid”              ELW 388 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 16 
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Please stand as you are able. 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

  

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood, 

strengthen, keep and unite us now and forever.  

Amen. 

  

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

Let us pray. 

 

Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us  

and are making all things new. 

Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts  

and to love our enemies, as together we strive  

to bring healing, help and hope to the world. 

In the name of Jesus. Amen. 

 

 

WE ARE SENT TO SHARE THE GOOD NEWS 

 

BLESSING 

 

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, 

Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, 

and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN                       “Thine the Amen”            ELW 826 

V1, V2 – All     V3 – Higher Voices     V4 – Lower Voices     V5 - All 
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DISMISSAL 

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!  

  

 

POSTLUDE        “Christ Is Alive, Let Christians Sing”         Jonathan Reuss 
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2026 HEALTH AND WHOLENESS 

 

The May theme is healthy living in your senior years. 

 

Tip #3: Older adults don’t need less sleep than younger adults. 7-8 hours of 

sleep are recommended. Turn off electronic devices and use calming activities 

an hour before bedtime. Consult your health provider if you sleep but don’t feel 

rested. Sleep apnea may keep you from resting well and should be treated  

before heart disease and other health problems result. Your body needs good 

sleep to replenish itself. 

 

2 Corinthians 4:16  

Though outwardly we are wearing out, inwardly we are renewed day by day. 

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

Navigating Parkinson’s Disease will be presented by The Carolinas Chapter 

of The Parkinson’s Foundation on Wednesday May 27 at 11:30 am in our  

fellowship hall. Bring your lunch, friends, family, and your questions about how 

best to live with Parkinson’s Disease.  

 

 

Sessions on Caregiving and Caregiver Support will take place on Tuesday, 

June 16th (9am-1pm) at Rowan County Events Center, Salisbury, NC.  
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SAS103467 

 

From sundaysandseasons.com.  Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23663. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the Na-

tional Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All 

rights reserved.  

 

All music and lyrics published in this worship service are printed by permission of the following 

licenses: 

OneLicense #A-725570, LicenSing #612800, CCLI #11242717, Augsburg Fortress #23663.  

 

Gathering Dialog: Written by Dr. Lisa Hancock, Discipleship Ministries, October 2025. 

 

“Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether” 

 

 

 

 

 

“Be Not Afraid”  

 

 

 

 

 

“Christ Our Peace”  
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THIS WEEK AT LIVING SAVIOUR 

  

Sunday: May 17 

• 9:15 a.m. Chancel Choir 

• 9:15 a.m. Adult Faith Formation & Children’s Sunday School 

• 10:30 a.m. Worship 

• 11:30 a.m. Monthly Council Meeting 

• 3:00 p.m.  Youth Hang Out - Big Rock Nature Preserve 

 

Monday: May 18 

• 6:15 p.m. Yoga 4 You 

• 7:00 p.m. Scout Troop 165 

 

Tuesday: May 19 

• 9:30 a.m. Yoga 4 You 

• 11:00 a.m. Chair Yoga 

• 6:45 p.m.  Cub Scout Pack 265 

 

Wednesday: May 20 

• 10:00 a.m. Bible Study 

• 6:30 p.m. Chancel Choir 

 

Thursday: May 21 

• 9:30 a.m. Yoga 4 You 

• 11:00 a.m. Chair Yoga 

• 11:30 a.m. Preschool Graduation 

• 6:15 p.m. Yoga 4 You 

 

Saturday: May 23 

• 10:00 a.m. Yoga 4 You 

 

Sunday: May 24 

• 9:15 a.m. Chancel Choir 

• 9:15 a.m. Adult Faith Formation & Children’s Sunday School 

• 10:30 a.m. Worship 

 



 

 

 

Living Saviour Lutheran Church 

6817 Carmel Road 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28226 

(704) 542-3626 

 

The Reverend Sara Ilderton, Pastor 

Don Huff, Director of Music Ministry 

Nancy Mersereau, Assistant Musician 

Laura Schwab, Office Administrator 

Susan Hall, Treasurer 
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 QR for donating online: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


