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WELCOME TO WORSHIP! 

 

ALLELUIA! CHRIST IS RISEN!  Christians throughout the world celebrate Easter every 

Sunday of the year.  Once a week, we gather to announce that Christ is risen.  Once a 

year, however, we celebrate the Great 50 Days of Easter.  This is the high point of the 

church year in which we rejoice in the victory Christ has won over sin, death, and the 

forces of evil.  Through Jesus’ death and resurrection, we are promised life eternal.  This 

is the good news that we celebrate each Sunday! 

 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS TODAY: 

 Assisting Minister – Alex Hatcher 

Crucifer – Cooper Thom 

 Acolyte – Ben Thom 

  

INSTRUMENTALIST TODAY: 

Trumpet - Gordon Hann 

Woodwinds – Barbara Tobin 

 

THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given by Pat Snodgrass to the glory of God.  

  

THIS WORSHIP FOLDER contains all elements of the worship service.  It is designed 

to encourage your participation.  Please read the words in bold print and join in the  

singing of all hymns.  Italicized words are instructions. 

  

RESTROOMS are located at the back of the sanctuary and down the short hallway. 

  

WE WELCOME CHILDREN IN OUR WORSHIP SERVICES!  

Parents, you are always welcome to bring your children to worship with you. If you are 

comfortable and prefer having them in supervised childcare, it is available and is under 

the very capable and loving supervision of Ms. Carla. The Childcare Room is down the 

steps as you enter the gathering area outside the sanctuary. Someone will be happy to 

direct you there. 

• CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BULLETINS for readers and non-readers are available on 

the welcome table where the worship folders are located.  

• QUIET BAGS for use by children during worship have been updated and arranged by 

age groups.  They are located to the left as you enter the sanctuary. Please feel free 

to pick one up and replace it on the hooks when you leave.  

  

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES are on page 24. 

 

NOISY OFFERING will go to KinderMourn. They provide hope for bereaved parents, 

grieving children and teens by offering support and counseling programs, creating 

awareness of bereavement issues and empowering the community to effectively assist 

those who have suffered an unthinkable loss. 
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WE GATHER IN CHRIST’S NAME 
  
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
           
PRELUDE              “Awake, My Heart, With Gladness”                 Johann Cruger 
                    (Nancy Mersereau and Don Huff, piano duet)     arr. Jeffrey Blersch 
  

Awake, my heart, with gladness, see what today is done; 
now, after gloom and sadness, comes forth the glorious sun. 

My Savior there was laid where our bed must be made 
when, as on wings in flight, we soar to realms of light. 

  
Please stand as you are able.  
 

GATHERING DIALOG 

  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the fountain of living water, 

the rock who gave us birth, 

our light and our salvation. 

Amen. 

  

We gather today as people who spent the week bombarded with news reports,  

social media posts, and reels that inundated us with information, worry, and 

stress. 

Like the disciples on the road to Emmaus, we carry the weight of being  

overwhelmed and anxious, wondering who we can believe. 

  

We gather as people who long for peace, for God to break through and bring us 

clarity and hope once again. 

Like the disciples on the road to Emmaus, we don’t always recognize 

when the Risen One comes alongside us, showing us the way where 

there seems to be no way. 

  

We gather as people hoping to catch a glimmer of resurrection, ready for our 

hearts to burn with the truth of the resurrected Christ. 

Like the disciples on the road to Emmaus, we open our hearts to the 

possibility that God’s resurrection life is closer than we think. 

  

People beloved by God, God knows the burdens we carry, and God is faithful to 

meet us where we are with good news. 

May the good news of the resurrection astound us today as we come to  

worship God! Amen. 

  

Please turn to face the processional cross.  

As the cross passes your row, please turn to the altar. 
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GATHERING HYMN             “Alleluia! Jesus is Risen”                ELW 377:1,2,4,5 
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GREETING 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Let us pray.  

 

O God, your Son makes himself known to all his disciples in the breaking of 

bread. Open the eyes of our faith, that we may see him in his redeeming 

work, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 

 

WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD 

 

READING: Acts 2:14a, 36-41 

  

A reading from Acts.  

 
14a Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd]: 
36 “Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has 

made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.” 

  37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and 

to the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” 38 Peter said to them, 

“Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that 

your sins may be forgiven, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For 

the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone 

whom the Lord our God calls to him.”  
40 And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save 

yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 41 So those who welcomed his message 

were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were added. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  
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PSALM: Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 

 

Please read responsively.  

 
1 I love the Lord, who has heard my voice, 

  and listened to my supplication, 

 

 2 for the Lord has given ear to me 

  whenever I called. 

 

 3 The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave came upon me; 

  I came to grief and sorrow. 

 

 4 Then I called upon the name of the Lord: 

  “O Lord, I pray you, save my life.”  

 

 12 How shall I repay the Lord 

  for all the good things God has done for me? 

 

 13 I will lift the cup of salvation 

  and call on the name of the Lord. 

 

 14 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord 

  in the presence of all God’s people. 

 

 15 Precious in your sight, O Lord, 

  is the death of your servants. 

 

 16 O Lord, truly I am your servant; 

  I am your servant, the child of your handmaid; you have freed me 

     from my bonds. 

 

 17 I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving 

  and call upon the name of the Lord.  

 

 18 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord 

  in the presence of all God’s people, 

 

 19 in the courts of the Lord’s house, 

  in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. Hallelujah!  

 

 

Please stand as you are able to welcome the gospel. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

GOSPEL: Luke 24:13-35 

 

The holy gospel according to Luke.  

Glory to you, O Lord.  

 
13 Now on that same day two [disciples] were going to a village called Emmaus, 

about seven miles from Jerusalem, 14 and talking with each other about all these 

things that had happened. 15 While they were talking and discussing, Jesus  

himself came near and went with them, 16 but their eyes were kept from  

recognizing him. 17 And he said to them, “What are you discussing with each  

other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. 18 Then one of them, 

whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in  

Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these 

days?” 19 He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus  

of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all  

the people, 20 and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be  

condemned to death and crucified him. 21 But we had hoped that he was the one 

to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these 

things took place. 22 Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They 

were at the tomb early this morning, 23 and when they did not find his body  

there they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels 

who said that he was alive. 24 Some of those who were with us went to the tomb 

and found it just as the women had said, but they did not see him.” 25 Then he 

said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are and how slow of heart to believe all that 

the prophets have declared! 26 Was it not necessary that the Messiah should  

suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” 27 Then beginning with Moses 

and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the  

scriptures. 

                                                >>>Cont’d>>> 
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 28 As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead  

as if he were going on. 29 But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, 

because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to 

stay with them. 30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed 

and broke it, and gave it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened, and they 

recognized him, and he vanished from their sight. 32 They said to each other, 

“Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, 

while he was opening the scriptures to us?” 33 That same hour they got up  

and returned to Jerusalem, and they found the eleven and their companions  

gathered together. 34 They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he  

has appeared to Simon!” 35 Then they told what had happened on the road  

and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread. 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Please be seated. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE/NOISY OFFERING 

 

SERMON                                                        Pastor Sara Ilderton 
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Please stand as you are able.  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                “Day of Arising”                              ELW 374 

 

Please be seated.  
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BAPTISM OF LILLIAN ELOISE MCCARTHY 

 

PRESENTATION 

 

In baptism our gracious heavenly Father frees us from sin and death by 

joining us to the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. By water 

and the Holy Spirit we are reborn children of God and made members of 

the church, the body of Christ. Living with Christ and in the communion of 

saints, we grow in faith, love, and obedience to the will of God.  

 

Sponsors: We present Lily for baptism.  

 

The presiding minister addresses the parents:  

 

Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you  

desire to have Lily baptized?  

Response: We do.  

 

As you bring your child to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted 

with responsibilities:  

to live with her among God's faithful people,  

bring her to the word of God and the holy supper,  

and nurture her in faith and prayer,  

so that she may learn to trust God,  

proclaim Christ through word and deed,  

care for others and the world God made,  

and work for justice and peace.  

 

Do you promise to help Lily grow in the Christian faith and life?  

Response: We do.  

 

The presiding minister addresses sponsors: 

  

Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Lily in the Christian faith as you are  

empowered by God's Spirit, and to help her live in the covenant of baptism  

and in communion with the church?  

Response: We do.  
 

Please stand as you are able.  

 

The presiding minister addresses the assembly:  

 

People of God, do you promise to support Lily and pray for her in her new 

life in Christ?  

Response: We do.  
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PROFESSION OF FAITH  

 

I ask you to reject sin, profess your faith in Christ and confess the faith  

of the church. 

 

The presiding minister addresses the parents, sponsors and assembly:  

 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?  

All respond: I renounce them.  

 

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?  

All respond: I renounce them.  

 

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?  

All respond: I renounce them.  

 

Do you believe in God the Father?  

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth.  

 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried;  

he descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again;  

he ascended into heaven,  

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic church,  

the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting.  
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THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT 
 
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.  
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the  

waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which 

you took delight. Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and 

his family, and through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into 

freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the 

Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus' death and resurrection you set us free 

from the power of sin and death and raise us up to live in you.  

 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are 

washed in the waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given 

honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, now and forever.  

Amen.  
 
Please be seated.  
 
BAPTISM 
 

Lillian Eloise, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of  

the Holy Spirit.  

Amen.  

 

Let us pray.  

 

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give 

your sons and daughters new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them 

to eternal life.  

 

Sustain Lily with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and  

understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge  

and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now  

and forever.   

Amen.  

 

The minister marks the sign of the cross on the forehead of the newly  

baptized.  

 

Lily, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with 

the cross of Christ forever.  

Amen.  
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BAPTISMAL HYMN               “Baptized and Set Free”                ELW 453 

WELCOME 

  

A lighted candle may be given to a member of the baptismal party. 

  

Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and 

glorify your Father in heaven. 

  

Let us welcome the newly baptized. 

  

We welcome you to the Lord’s family.  We receive you as a fellow 

member of the body of Christ, a child of the same heavenly Father and 

a worker with us in the kingdom of God. 

  

We welcome Lily with applause. 
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Please stand as you are able.  

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

 

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken 

world, let us pray for the needs of all creation. 

 

Living Savior, just as you journeyed with the disciples to Emmaus,  

accompany us on our journey of faith. Gather us at your table, that we  

recognize you in the breaking of the bread.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

Almighty God, you provide for the needs of all creation. Bless the fields that 

are being prepared for planting, and send favorable weather so that the soil 

may yield an abundant harvest.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

God of justice, where leaders abuse power, confront them and call them to 

repentance. Where there is corruption, bring integrity; where there is  

violence, use us to sow peace.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

Healing Savior, your resurrection brings hope to a hurting world. Heal those 

who are sick especially those we name silently or aloud... Strengthen the 

weary, give courage to the despairing, and comfort the dying.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

Gracious One, you have made us your own through the gift of baptism. Unite 

us in genuine love for one another and uphold this community in your name. 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

Eternal Light, we give thanks for all who have nurtured your church’s life in 

ages past. Bring us at last with them to the brightness of your glorious  

presence. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good 

news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE 

  

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

  

After exchanging the peace with those near you, please be seated. 
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WE SHARE THE SUPPER OF THE LORD 

 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 

  

O Lord our God, you are worthy to receive glory and honor 

 and power; because you have created all things, and by your 

 will they were created and have their being.              Revelation 4:11 

  

  

The offering plate is passed. You may also give electronically using the QR code 

on the back cover. 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING   “Alleluia! Christ Has Destroyed Death”         Hildebrand 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

 

OFFERING HYMN       “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”        ELW 367:4 

  

Adoring praises now we bring 

and with the heav'nly blessed sing: 

"Christ has triumphed! Alleluia!" 

Be to the Father, and our Lord, 

to Spirit blest, most holy God, 

all the glory, never ending! 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

  

OFFERING PRAYER 

  

Let us pray. 

 

Merciful God, 

accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. 

You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day 

when we will hunger and thirst no more. 

Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, 

that goodness and mercy may follow us 

and bless the world you love. 

In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

  

It is indeed right, our privilege and our joy, that we should at all times  

and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the  

paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the  

fullness of your grace. 

And so, with all the witnesses of the Resurrection, with the choirs of  

angels, the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name 

and join their unending hymn: 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  

  

The celebrant continues with the Words of Institution.  

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen.  

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

Please be seated. 

 

An usher will direct you forward for Communion. 

  

Communion is served at the head of the aisle.  

  

We use wheat wafers, white grape juice and wine. If you need a gluten free  

wafer, please make that known to the pastor.  

  

For any who desire a blessing, please come forward with your arms crossed.  

 

SHARING OF THE BREAD AND WINE 

 

 The body of Christ given for you. 

 The blood of Christ shed for you. 
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COMMUNION HYMN       “Be Known to Us Lord Jesus”  ACS Setting 12 

 
 
 
 

MUSIC DURING DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION  
The assembly is invited to join in singing the hymns. 
 
“Look Who Gathers at Christ’s Table”                                           ACS 977 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                 >>>Cont’d>>> 
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“Look Who Gathers at Christ’s Table”  continued                                       
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“Touch that Soothes and Heals”                                                 ACS 939 
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“Come and Fill Our Hearts”       ELW 528 
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Please stand as you are able. 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

  

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood, 

strengthen, keep and unite us now and forever.  

Amen. 

  

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

Let us pray. 

 

Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us  

and are making all things new. 

Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts  

and to love our enemies, as together we strive  

to bring healing, help and hope to the world. 

In the name of Jesus, Amen. 

 

 

WE ARE SENT TO SHARE THE GOOD NEWS 

 

BLESSING 

 

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, 

Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, 

and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN           “Rise, O Church, Like Christ Arisen”        ELW 548 
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DISMISSAL 

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!  

 

POSTLUDE                   “Christ Is Arisen”                            JS Bach 
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THIS WEEK AT LIVING SAVIOUR 

  

Sunday: April 19 

• 8:30 a.m. Alleluia Ringers 

• 9:15 a.m. Chancel Choir 

• 9:15 a.m. Adult Faith Formation & Children’s Sunday School 

• 10:30 a.m. Worship 

• 11:30 a.m. Monthly Council Meeting 

 

Monday: April 20 

• 6:15 p.m. Yoga 4 You 

• 7:00 p.m. Scout Troop 165 

 

Tuesday: April 21 

• 9:30 a.m. Yoga 4 You 

• 6:45 p.m.  Cub Scout Pack 265 

 

Wednesday: April 22 

• 10:00 a.m. Bible Study 

• 6:45 p.m. Chancel Choir 

 

Thursday: April 23 

• 9:30 a.m. Yoga 4 You 

• 11:00 a.m. Chair Yoga 

• 6:15 p.m. G@thering at the Table Bible Study 

• 6:15 p.m. Yoga 4 You 

 

Saturday: April 25 

• 10:00 a.m. Yoga 4 You 

 

Sunday: April 26 

• 8:30 a.m. Alleluia Ringers 

• 9:15 a.m. Chancel Choir 

• 9:15 a.m. Adult Faith Formation & Children’s Sunday School 

• 10:30 a.m. Worship 
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“Baptized and Set Free” 
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2026 HEALTH AND WHOLENESS 

  

The April theme is God’s gifts from nature. 

 

Tip#3: We have an innate drive to connect with nature. Spending time in 

nature lowers our stress level and replenishes one’s cognitive resources, 

restoring the ability to concentrate and pay attention. Researchers have 

even found that people with low social interaction reported high levels of 

well-being after interacting with nature. 

 

Psalm 139:14 I praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.  

Marvelous are your works, and I know this very well. 

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENT 

 

“The Scoop on Becoming a Senior” – A speaker from Carolina Caring will 

explore normal aging and how it affects our bodies. It is important to know 

what to expect as we age so we can prepare for the future. We also need 

to know what symptoms may be abnormal. 

 

Bring your lunch and your questions and join us in the fellowship hall on 

April 29 at 11:30am. Bring your friends! Everyone is welcome!  Drinks 

and dessert will be provided.  
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