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WELCOME TO WORSHIP! 
 
ALLELUIA! CHRIST IS RISEN!  Christians throughout the world celebrate Easter every 
Sunday of the year.  Once a week, we gather to announce that Christ is risen.  Once a 
year, however, we devote seven weeks to celebrate the season of Easter.  This is the 
high point of the church year in which we rejoice in the victory Christ has won over sin, 
death, and the devil.  Through Jesus’ death and resurrection, we are promised life  
eternal.  This is the good news that we celebrate each Sunday! 

  
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS TODAY: 
 Assisting Minister - Pat Snodgrass 
  
INSTRUMENTALIST TODAY: 
 Trumpet - Gordon Hann 
 Woodwinds - Barbara Tobin 
 
THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given by Sally Ganz in memory of William and Bettye Ganz. 
 
THIS WORSHIP FOLDER contains all elements of the worship service.  It is designed 
to encourage your participation.  Please read the words in bold print and join in the  
singing of all hymns.  Italicized words are instructions. 
  
RESTROOMS are located at the back of the sanctuary and down the short hallway. 
 
WE WELCOME CHILDREN IN OUR WORSHIP SERVICES!  
Parents, you are always welcome to bring your children to worship with you. If you are 
comfortable and prefer having them in supervised childcare, it is available and is under 
the very capable and loving supervision of Ms. Carla. The Childcare Room is down the 
steps as you enter the gathering area outside the sanctuary. Someone will be happy to 
direct you there. 

• CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BULLETINS for readers and non-readers are  

     available on the welcome table where the worship folders are located.  

• QUIET BAGS for use by children during worship have been updated and arranged by 

age groups.  They are located to the left as you enter the sanctuary.  Please feel free 
to pick one up and replace it on the hooks when you leave.  

 
WEEKLY ACTIVITIES are on page 22. 
PRAYER LIST is on page 20. 
 

2026 HEALTH AND WHOLENESS 
 

The April theme is God’s gifts in nature.  
 

Tip#2:  Research has shown that spending even a little time with nature can serve as a 
balm for our busy brains. Green spaces near schools promote cognitive development in 
children. Exposure to natural environments has been shown to promote self-control  
behaviors and promote attention control. 
 

John 7:38 The one who believes in Me as the Scripture has said, will have streams  
of living water flow from deep within him. 
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WE GATHER IN CHRIST’S NAME 
  
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
   
PRELUDE                   “When We All Get To Heaven”                 arr.  Greg Howlett  
            (Sandra Sample, piano) 
 
Please stand as you are able and turn to face the baptismal font.  
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne 

and to the Lamb! 

Amen. 

 

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 

 

Merciful God, 

you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. 

You lead us beside still waters. 

We thank you for the waters of creation: 

morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. 

We thank you for the waters that nourish us. 

Blessed are you. 

You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

 

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness 

who accompanies us on our journeys. 

We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. 

We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. 

Blessed are you. 

You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

 

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. 

Break down barriers that divide us. 

Fill us with the breath of peace. 

Blessed are you. 

You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

 

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, 

and for making us a new creation. 

We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 
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As the cross passes your row, please turn to the altar. 

 

GATHERING HYMN        “That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright”        ELW 384 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GREETING 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Let us pray.  
 
Almighty and eternal God,  
the strength of those who believe and the hope of those who doubt, 
may we, who have not seen, have faith in you and receive the  
fullness of Christ’s blessing, who lives and reigns with you and  
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 
 

WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD 
 
PSALM: Psalm 16 
Please read responsively.  
 
 1 Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; 
  I have said to the Lord, “You are my Lord, my good above all other.” 
 
 2 All my delight is in the godly that are in the land, 
  upon those who are noble among the people. 
 
 3 But those who run after other gods 
  shall have their troubles multiplied. 
 
 4 I will not pour out drink offerings to such gods, 
  never take their names upon my lips.  
 
 5 O Lord, you are my portion and my cup; 
  it is you who uphold my lot. 
 
 6 My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; 
  indeed, I have a rich inheritance. 
 
 7 I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel; 
  my heart teaches me night after night. 
 
 8 I have set the Lord always before me; 
  because God is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken.  
 
 9 My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; 
  my body also shall rest in hope. 
 
 10 For you will not abandon me to the grave, 
  nor let your holy one see the pit. 
 
 11 You will show me the path of life; 
  in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are     
     pleasures forevermore.    
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READING 

 

A reading from First Peter, the first chapter. 

 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great  

mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope through the  

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead 4 and into an inheritance that is 

imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who are 

being protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to 

be revealed in the last time. 6 In this you rejoice, even if now for a little 

while you have had to suffer various trials, 7 so that the genuineness of 

your faith—being more precious than gold that, though perishable, is  

tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor when 

Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Although you have not seen him, you love him, 

and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice 

with an indescribable and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the outcome 

of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

          [1 Peter 1:3-9] 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  

                 

Please stand as you are able to welcome the gospel. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL: John 20:19-31 

 

The holy gospel according to John, the twentieth chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the 

doors were locked where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus 

came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20 After he 

said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples  

rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be 

with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22 When he had said 

this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If 

you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of 

any, they are retained.” 

  24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not 

with them when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have 

seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in 

his hands and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his 

side, I will not believe.” 

  26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was 

with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among 

them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your 

finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. 

Do not doubt but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my 

God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? 

Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 

  30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that 

are not written in this book. 31 But these are written so that you may  

continue to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that 

through believing you may have life in his name. 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Please be seated. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

SERMON                                                  Pastor Charlie Zimmerman  
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Please stand as you are able.  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  “God, When Human Bonds are Broke” ELW 603 

V1-All   V2-All   V3-Lower Voices   V4-Higher Voices   V5-All 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

 

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our  

broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation. 

 

Almighty God, you give life to the dead and call into existence things that 

do not exist. Breathe your Spirit upon us, that our faith may be renewed 

day by day. Let this assembly be a place of genuine love and mutual  

affection and care for one another. 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

              >>>Cont’d>>> 
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Maker of heaven and earth, your mercies are new every morning. Open us 

to the wonders of creation, from the beauty of flowers to the complexity of 

subatomic particles.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

God of peace, in every place where conflict rages, sow seeds of calm and 

openness to reconciliation. Strengthen the resolve of leaders and citizens 

to work for peace in their nations.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

Healing God, come alongside all who are doubting, fearful, or suffering in 

any way especially those we name silently or aloud... (prayer list on page 

21) Reveal to them your presence and assure them of the inheritance you 

have prepared for them. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

Eternal One, we give thanks for saints who were faithful unto death and 

have joined the church triumphant. Inspire us by their witness and bring us 

with them into your glorious presence.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good 

news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE 

  

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

  

After exchanging the peace with those near you, please be seated. 

 

WE SHARE THE SUPPER OF THE LORD 

 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 

  

 O Lord our God, you are worthy to receive glory and honor 

 and power; because you have created all things, and by your 

 will they were created and have their being.              Revelation 4:11 

  

The offering plate is passed. You may also give electronically using the QR 

code on the back cover. 
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MUSICAL OFFERING               “O Risen Lord”                K. Lee Scott 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

 

 

OFFERING HYMN    “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”    ELW 367:4 

  

  Adoring praises now we bring 

  and with the heav'nly blessed sing: 

  "Christ has triumphed! Alleluia!" 

  Be to the Father, and our Lord, 

  to Spirit blest, most holy God, 

  all the glory, never ending! 

  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

  

Let us pray. 

 

Merciful God, 

accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. 

You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day 

when we will hunger and thirst no more. 

Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, 

that goodness and mercy may follow us 

and bless the world you love. 

In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our privilege and our joy, that we should at all times and  

in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the  

paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the  

fullness of your grace. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts  

of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  

  

Holy, living, and loving God, 

we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth. 

We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the 

flood, for freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery, 

and for sending your Son to be our Redeemer. 

 

We give you thanks for Jesus 

who, living among us, 

healed the sick, 

fed the hungry, 

and with a love stronger than death, 

gave his life for others. 

 

The celebrant continues with the Words of Institution.  

 

Remembering, therefore, 

his life-giving death and glorious resurrection, 

we await your promised life for all this dying world. 

 

Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup: 

carry us in your arms from death to life, 

that we may live as your chosen ones, 

clothed in the righteousness of Christ. 

 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

in your holy Church, 

both now and forever. 

Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

Please be seated. 

 

An usher will direct you forward for Communion. 

  

Communion is served at the head of the aisle.  

  

We use wheat wafers, white grape juice and wine. If you need a gluten free 

wafer, please make that known to the pastor.  

  

For any who desire a blessing, please come forward with your arms crossed.  

 

SHARING OF THE BREAD AND WINE 

 

 The body of Christ given for you. 

 The blood of Christ shed for you.  
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COMMUNION HYMN       “Be Known to Us Lord Jesus”  ACS Setting 12 
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MUSIC DURING DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION  

 

The assembly is invited to join in singing the hymns. 

 

“We Walk By Faith”        ELW 635 
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“Touch That Soothes and Heals”      ACS 939 

 



 

 

 17 

“Come and Fill Our Hearts”       ELW 528 

Please stand as you are able. 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

  

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood, 

strengthen, keep and unite us now and forever.  

Amen. 

  

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

Let us pray. 

 

Life-giving God,  

in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection, you send light to conquer  

darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish  

your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, 

that we may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ,  

our risen Lord. Amen. 
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WE ARE SENT TO SHARE THE GOOD NEWS 

 

BLESSING 

 

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, 

Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, 

and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

  

SENDING HYMN                “The Day of Resurrection”            Lancashire 

 

 The day of resurrection!  

 Earth, tell it out abroad, 

 the passover of gladness, 

 the passover of God. 

 From death to life eternal, 

 from sin's dominion free, 

 our Christ has brought us over 

 with hymns of victory. 

 

 Now let the heav'ns be joyful, 

 let earth its song begin, 

 the round world keep high triumph 

 and all that is therein. 

 Let all things, seen and unseen, 

 their notes of gladness blend; 

 for Christ the Lord has risen, 

 our joy that has no end! 

 

 All praise to God the Father, 

 all praise to Christ the Son, 

 all praise to God the Spirit, 

 eternal Three in One! 

 Let all the ransomed number 

 fall down before the throne, 

 and honor, pow'r, and glory 

 ascribe to God alone! 

 

Text: John of Damascus, c. 696–c. 754;  

       tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–1866, alt. 
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DISMISSAL 

 

Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

 

POSTLUDE              “Christ Lay in Death’s Bonds”              J.S. Bach 

 

 Christ lay in death's bonds handed over for our sins, 

 but he is risen again and has brought us life. 

 For this we should be joyful. 

 Praise God and be thankful to him. 

 Sing Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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PRAYER LIST 

 

 Kippie          Ray K    Jim  

 Trudy    Lois     Traci A 

 Terry G   Claire & Family  Geraldine  

 Kathy    Dawn    Elsie M 

 Tom C   Judy    Moss 

 Bob    Jerry    Mary 

 Christy   Tom    Jean 

 Denise   DaCosta Family  Melanie 

 John    Barbara   Sherry W 

 Chuck M   Nancy B   Tiara 

 Nancy T   Ron P    Patricia 

 

For the Grieving* 

 Family of Bob Loges  Family of Trudy Haseley 

 Family of Rufus Gregory Family of Jill Lamb 

 Family of John Farris  Family of Pat Hipps 

 Family of Josh Taylor  Family of Frank Poley 

 Family of Sherry Crawford 

 

For Engaged Couples 

 Elizabeth and Kevin 

 Julie Frixen & Declan Linfoot 

 Brian Cone & Heather Langan 

 

For Expectant Parents 

 Kevin & Leslye Young 

 

For all First Responders, Veterans and those in Active Military Service 

 Grayson Jenkins 

 Marine Cpl. Josh Harbinson 

 Michael Whetstone & family 

 Staff Sgt. Grace Gonnelli 

 Andy Williams 

 Neil Mitchell 

 Corey Young 

 

 

*For Prayers for the Grieving - Church Members and Relatives of Members will 

remain on the prayer list for one year. Others will remain on the list for one 

month, unless otherwise requested.                    
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Intercessory Prayers from Sundays and Seasons by permission under Augsburg Liturgies License 

SAS103467 

 

From sundaysandseasons.com.  Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23663. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council 

of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  

 

All music and lyrics published in this worship service are printed by permission of the following  

licenses: 

OneLicense #A-725570, LicenSing #612800, CCLI #11242717, Augsburg Fortress #23663.   

 

“Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”     

Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876-1947, alt. 

Text © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
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THIS WEEK AT LIVING SAVIOUR 

  

Sunday: April 12 

• 9:15 a.m. Chancel Choir 

• 9:15 a.m. Adult Faith Formation & Children’s Sunday School 

• 10:30 a.m. Worship 

 

Monday: April 13 

• 6:15 p.m. Yoga 4 You 

• 7:00 p.m. Scout Troop 165 

 

Tuesday: April 14 

• 9:30 a.m. Yoga 4 You 

• 10:00 a.m. Prayer Shawl Ministry 

• 6:45 p.m.  Cub Scout Pack 265 

 

Wednesday: April 15 

• 10:00 a.m. Bible Study 

• 6:45 p.m. Chancel Choir 

 

Thursday: April 16 

• 9:30 a.m. Yoga 4 You 

• 11:00 a.m. Chair Yoga 

• 6:15 p.m. G@thering at the Table Bible Study 

• 6:15 p.m. Yoga 4 You 

 

Saturday: April 18 

• 9:30 a.m. Yoga 4 You 

 

Sunday: April 19 

• 8:30 a.m. Alleluia Ringers 

• 9:15 a.m. Chancel Choir 

• 9:15 a.m. Adult Faith Formation & Children’s Sunday School 

• 10:30 a.m. Worship 

• 11:30 a.m. Monthly Council Meeting 

 

 



 

 

 

Living Saviour Lutheran Church 

6817 Carmel Road 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28226 

(704) 542-3626 

 

The Reverend Sara Ilderton, Pastor 
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Laura Schwab, Office Administrator 

Susan Hall, Treasurer 
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