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WELCOME TO WORSHIP! 

 

ALLELUIA! CHRIST IS RISEN!  Christians throughout the world celebrate Easter every 

Sunday of the year.  Once a week, we gather to announce that Christ is risen.  Once a 

year, however, we devote seven weeks to celebrate the season of Easter.  This is the 

high point of the church year in which we rejoice in the victory Christ has won over sin, 

death, and the devil.  Through Jesus’ death and resurrection, we are promised life  

eternal.  This is the good news that we celebrate each Sunday! 

  

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS TODAY: 

 Assisting Minister - John Williams 

 Crucifer - Jackson Thom 

 Acolyte - Henry Schwab 

  

INSTRUMENTALIST TODAY: 

 Trumpet - Gordon Hann 

 Woodwinds - Barbara Tobin 

 

THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given by Sue Hunsinger with appreciation for the beauty of 

all things green and the Earth Day we celebrate. 

 

THIS WORSHIP FOLDER contains all elements of the worship service.  It is designed 

to encourage your participation.  Please read the words in bold print and join in the  

singing of all hymns.  Italicized words are instructions. 

  

RESTROOMS are located at the back of the sanctuary and down the short hallway. 

 

WE WELCOME CHILDREN IN OUR WORSHIP SERVICES!  

Parents, you are always welcome to bring your children to worship with you. If you are 

comfortable and prefer having them in supervised childcare, it is available and is under 

the very capable and loving supervision of Ms. Carla. The Childcare Room is down the 

steps as you enter the gathering area outside the sanctuary. Someone will be happy to 

direct you there. 

• CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BULLETINS for readers and non-readers are available on 

the welcome table where the worship folders are located.  

• QUIET BAGS for use by children during worship have been updated and arranged  

by age groups.  They are located to the left as you enter the sanctuary.  Please feel 

free to pick one up and replace it on the hooks when you leave.  

 

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES are on page 22. 
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WE GATHER IN CHRIST’S NAME 
  
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
   
PRELUDE                    
 
Please stand as you are able and turn to face the baptismal font.  
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
  
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the  
presiding minister begins. 
  
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
  
Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne 
and to the Lamb! 
Amen. 
  
Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
  
Merciful God, 
you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. 
You lead us beside still waters. 
We thank you for the waters of creation: 
morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. 
We thank you for the waters that nourish us. Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
  
Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness 
who accompanies us on our journeys. 
We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. 
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
  
Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. 
Break down barriers that divide us. 
Fill us with the breath of peace. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
  
Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, 
and for making us a new creation. 
We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
As the processional cross passes your row, please turn to the altar. 
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GATHERING HYMN     “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing”     ELW 385 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
GREETING 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Let us pray.  
 

O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety 

through the valleys of death. Guide us by your voice, that we may walk  

in certainty and security to the joyous feast prepared in your house, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 
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WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD 

 

READING: Acts 2:42-47 

 

A reading from Acts.  

 
42 [The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship,  

to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 

  43 Awe came upon everyone because many wonders and signs were being  

done through the apostles. 44 All who believed were together and had all things  

in common; 45 they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the  

proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 Day by day, as they spent much time  

together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad  

and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. 

And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

 

PSALM: Psalm 100 

Cantor sings Refrain.  All repeat refrain. Cantor sings verses.  All sing refrain.  

 1 Make a joyful noise to the Lord, | all you lands! 

  2 Serve the Lord with gladness; come into God's presence | with a song. 

 

 3 Know that the Lord is God, our maker to whom | we belong; 

   we are God's people and the sheep | of God's pasture. R 

 

 4 Enter the gates of the Lord with thanksgiving and the | courts with praise; 

  give thanks and bless God's | holy name. 

 

 5 Good indeed is the Lord, whose steadfast love is | everlasting, 

  whose faithfulness endures from | age to age. R 

 

 

Please stand as you are able to welcome the gospel. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

GOSPEL: John 10:1-10 

 

The holy gospel according to John.  

Glory to you, O Lord.  

 

[Jesus said:] 1 “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the  

sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 
2 The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The  

gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls 

his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all 

his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they 

know his voice. 5 They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him 

because they do not know the voice of strangers.” 6 Jesus used this figure 

of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to 

them. 

  7 So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for 

the sheep. 8 All who came before me are thieves and bandits, but the sheep 

did not listen to them. 9 I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved 

and will come in and go out and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to 

steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it  

abundantly.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Please be seated. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

SERMON                                                            Pastor Sara Ilderton 
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Please stand as you are able. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY   “You, Lord, Are Both Lamb and Shepherd”   ACS 954 
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NICENE CREED 

 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

 

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our  

broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation. 

 

Shepherding God, draw all people to yourself and lead them in paths of 

righteousness. Embolden your church to enter the valleys of the world and 

guide us beside the still waters of your grace. We pray for military and 

prison chaplains serving near and far.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

  

Creator God, by the resurrection of your Son, show us your steadfast love 

and instruct our hearts in your ways. Help us to revere and protect the 

wonders of your creation.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

  

Peace bringing Judge, strengthen and uphold those who work for justice 

and advocate for human rights. Bring an end to oppression and save us 

from the temptation of violence or vengeance.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

  

Great Physician, walk with those who are grieving, and anoint those who 

are ill or injured especially those we name silently or aloud... Restore them 

to health of body, mind, and spirit.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

  

Living God, we praise you for the saints who have died in faith and now 

dwell in your love. At our end, bring us, with them, to our heavenly home. 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

  

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good 

news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 

Amen. 

 

 

PEACE 

  

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

  

After exchanging the peace with those near you, please be seated. 
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WE SHARE THE SUPPER OF THE LORD 

 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 

  

O Lord our God, you are worthy to receive glory and honor 

 and power; because you have created all things, and by your 

 will they were created and have their being.              Revelation 4:11 

  

The offering plate is passed.  

You may also give electronically using the QR code on the back cover. 

 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING  

    “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”        John Ness Beck 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

 

 

OFFERING HYMN    “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”    ELW 367:4 

  

Adoring praises now we bring 

and with the heav'nly blessed sing: 

"Christ has triumphed! Alleluia!" 

Be to the Father, and our Lord, 

to Spirit blest, most holy God, 

all the glory, never ending! 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

  

Let us pray. 

 

Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. 

You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day 

when we will hunger and thirst no more. 

Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, 

that goodness and mercy may follow us 

and bless the world you love. 

In the name of Jesus. Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

  

It is indeed right, our privilege and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 

who in dying has destroyed death, 

and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the  

resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, 

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  

  

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God, 

and great is the majesty of your glory. 

You spread a banquet of abundant life before us 

and invite us to eat and drink in celebration. 

You created the heavens and the earth, 

tending it with goodness and love. 

 

You created a people for yourself 

and gave them your law 

that they might follow in your ways. 

When we wandered away like lost sheep, 

you sent us your Son, Jesus Christ, 

who suffered death on the cross. 

You raised him from death, thereby freeing us to follow him 

along sure paths to abundant life. 

 

The celebrant continues with the Words of Institution. 

 

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, 

that we who share in Christ’s body and blood 

may be strengthened for service and 

may live to the praise of your glory. 

  

Join our prayers and praise with your saints of every age, 

that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 

we might live in the freedom and hope of your Son. 

  

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

Please be seated. 

 

An usher will direct you forward for Communion. 

  

Communion is served at the head of the aisle.  

  

We use wheat wafers, white grape juice and wine.  

If you need a gluten free wafer, please make that known to the pastor.  

  

For any who desire a blessing, please come forward with your arms crossed.  

 

 

SHARING OF THE BREAD AND WINE 

 

 The body of Christ given for you. 

 The blood of Christ shed for you. 
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COMMUNION HYMN          “Be Known to Us Lord Jesus”        ACS Setting 12 
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MUSIC DURING DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION  

The assembly is invited to join in singing the hymns. 

 
“Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us”                                               ELW 789 



 

 

 15 

 

“You Satisfy the Hungry Heart”                                                            ELW 484 
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“Come and Fill Our Hearts”       ELW 528 
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Please stand as you are able. 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

  

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood, 

strengthen, keep and unite us now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

Let us pray. 

 

Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us  

and are making all things new. 

Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts  

and to love our enemies, as together we strive  

to bring healing, help and hope to the world. 

In the name of Jesus. Amen. 

 

 

WE ARE SENT TO SHARE THE GOOD NEWS 

 

BLESSING 

 

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, 

Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, 

and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN            “Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks”                 WOV 671 
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DISMISSAL 

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!  

  

 

POSTLUDE                   “Christ is Arisen”            J.S. Bach 
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2026 HEALTH AND WHOLENESS 

 

The April theme is God’s gifts in nature.  

 

Tip#4 Evidence has shown that contact with nature increases happiness,  

subjective well-being, positive social interactions, and a sense of meaning and 

purpose in life, as well as decreases in mental distress. Children exposed to  

more green spaces near schools have been shown to have reduced risk of  

psychiatric disorders including depression, mood disorders, schizophrenia,  

eating disorders, and substance abuse. 

 

Ezekiel 47:9 Every (kind of) living creature that swarms will live wherever the 

river flows, and there will be a huge number of fish because the water goes 

there. Since the water will become fresh, there will be life everywhere the river 

flows. 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENT - April 29 

 

“The Scoop on Becoming a Senior” – A speaker from Carolina Caring will explore 

normal aging and how it affects our bodies. It is important to know what to  

expect as we age so we can prepare for the future. We also need to know what 

symptoms may be abnormal. 

 

Bring your lunch and your questions and join us in the fellowship hall on April 29 

at 11:30am. Bring your friends! Everyone is welcome!  Drinks and dessert will 

be provided.  
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“Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing”      

 
 

 

 

 

“You, Lord, Are Both Lamb and Shepherd”    

 

 

 

 

“Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us”      

 

 

            

Psalm 100 Refrain 

 

 

 

 

“Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks”                                          
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THIS WEEK AT LIVING SAVIOUR 

  

Sunday: April 26 

• 9:15 a.m. Chancel Choir 

• 9:15 a.m. Adult Faith Formation & Children’s Sunday School 

• 10:30 a.m. Worship 

• 11:30 a.m. Communion Instruction 

 

Monday: April 27 

• 6:15 p.m. Yoga 4 You 

• 7:00 p.m. Scout Troop 165 

 

Tuesday: April 28 

• 9:30 a.m. Yoga 4 You 

• 6:45 p.m.  Cub Scout Pack 265 

 

Wednesday: April 29 

• 10:00 a.m. Bible Study 

• 11:30 a.m. The Scoop on Being a Senior 

• 6:30 p.m. Chancel Choir 

 

Thursday: April 30 

• 9:30 a.m. Yoga 4 You 

• 11:00 a.m. Chair Yoga 

• 6:15 p.m. Yoga 4 You 

 

Sunday: May 3 

• 9:15 a.m. Chancel Choir 

• 9:15 a.m. Adult Faith Formation & Children’s Sunday School 

• 10:30 a.m. Worship 
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