LIVING SAVIOUR LUTHERAN CHURCH
CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT
MARCH 8, 2026

Living Saviour Lutheran Church is a faith community
striving to live and love as Jesus did, eagerly welcoming all

and bringing healing, help, and hope to the world.



WELCOME TO WORSHIP!

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS TODAY:
Assisting Minister - Becky VanSandt
Crucifer - Cooper Thom
Acolyte - Ben Thom

INSTRUMENTALIST TODAY:
Trumpet - Gordon Hann
Woodwinds - Barbara Tobin

THIS WORSHIP FOLDER contains all elements of the worship service. It is designed
to encourage your participation. Please read the words in bold print and join in the
singing of all hymns. Italicized words are instructions.

RESTROOMS are located at the back of the sanctuary and down the short hallway.

WE WELCOME CHILDREN IN OUR WORSHIP SERVICES!

Parents, you are always welcome to bring your children to worship with you. If you are
comfortable and prefer having them in supervised childcare, it is available and is under
the very capable and loving supervision of Ms. Carla. The Childcare Room is down the
steps as you enter the gathering area outside the sanctuary. Someone will be happy to
direct you there.

e CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BULLETINS for readers and non-readers are available on
the welcome table where the worship folders are located.

e QUIET BAGS for use by children during worship have been updated and arranged by
age groups. They are located to the left as you enter the sanctuary. Please feel free
to pick one up and replace it on the hooks when you leave.

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES are on page 22.
PRAYER LIST is on page 21.
2026 HEALTH AND WHOLENESS
The March theme for Health and Wholeness is Dental Health.
Tip#2: Mouth bacteria can make you lose your teeth and may cause jawbone infection.
See a dentist twice a year for checkups and cleaning. Eat a healthy diet and limit sugar
in food and drinks. Avoid smoking. Brush your teeth twice daily with fluoride toothpaste.

Good dental care protects the health of your entire body.

Romans 12:1 Offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—
this is your true and proper worship.



WE GATHER IN CHRIST’'S NAME
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE “Come to Me, All Pilgrims Thirsty”
(Gordon Hann, trumpet)

Please stand as you are able.

CONFESSIONS AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
who journeys with us these forty days,
and sustains us with the gift of grace.
Amen.

Let us acknowledge before God and one another
our need for repentance and God’s mercy.

Please sit or kneel as you are able.

Holy God, We confess to you our faults and failings.

Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy word;
we take for ourselves instead of giving to others;

we spoil rather than steward your creation;

we cause hurt though you call us to heal;

we choose fear over compassion.

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,

as we strive to live and love as Jesus did.

Amen.

Hear the good news:

God so loved the world that God gave the only Son,
so that all may receive life.

This promise is for you!

God embraces you with divine mercy,

+ forgives you in Christ’'s name,

and revives you in the Spirit’s power.
Amen.

Please stand and turn to face the processional cross.
As the cross passes your row, please turn to the altar.

Stan Pethel



GATHERING HYMN “Come to Me, All Pilgrims Thirsty” ELW 777
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Text: Delores Dufner, osb, b. 1939

Music: BEacH SpriNG, The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844
Text © 1992, 1996 Sisters of St. Benedict, St. Joseph, MN

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



GREETING

The love of God poured into our hearts,

the saving grace of Jesus Christ,

and the abundance of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Merciful God, the fountain of living water, you quench our thirst and wash
away our sin. Give us this water always. Bring us to drink from the well
that flows with the beauty of your truth through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

Please be seated.



WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD
FIRST READING: Exodus 17:1-7
A reading from Exodus.

! From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites
journeyed by stages, as the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim,
but there was no water for the people to drink. > The people quarreled with
Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them, "Why do you
quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?” 3 But the people thirsted
there for water, and the people complained against Moses and said, “Why
did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with
thirst?” * So Moses cried out to the Lord, “What shall I do for this people?
They are almost ready to stone me.” ® The Lord said to Moses, “Go on
ahead of the people and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in
your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile and go. ° I will be
standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and
water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in
the sight of the elders of Israel.  He called the place Massah and Meribah,
because the Israelites quarreled and tested the Lord, saying, “Is the Lord
among us or not?”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



SECOND READING: Romans 5:1-11
A reading from Romans.

! Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have obtained access to this grace in
which we stand, and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God.
3 And not only that, but we also boast in our afflictions, knowing that
affliction produces endurance, * and endurance produces character, and
character produces hope, ® and hope does not put us to shame, because
God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has
been given to us.

® For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the
ungodly. 7 Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though
perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die. ® But God
proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us.
® Much more surely, therefore, since we have now been justified by his
blood, will we be saved through him from the wrath of God. ° For if while
we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son,
much more surely, having been reconciled, will we be saved by his life.
11 But more than that, we even boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
through whom we have now received reconciliation.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able to welcome the gospel.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

“Praise to You, O Christ, Our Savior” W&P:118
Refrain, Verse 3, Refrain
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Text and music: Bernadette Farrell, b. 1957, © 1986, Ber
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GOSPEL: John 4:5-42

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

> [Jesus] came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground
that Jacob had given to his son Joseph.® Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus,
tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon.

7 A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give
me a drink.” ® (His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) ° The
Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of
me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in common with
Samaritans.) 1° Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who
it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,” you would have asked him,
and he would have given you living water.” * The woman said to him,
“Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that
living water? !? Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the
well and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?” 13 Jesus said to her,
“Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, ** but those who
drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that
I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.”
15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be
thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water.”

16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” !’ The
woman answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are
right in saying, ‘I have no husband,’ *® for you have had five husbands, and
the one you have now is not your husband. What you have said is true!”

19 The woman said to him, “Sir, I see that you are a prophet. 2° Our
ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you say that the place where
people must worship is in Jerusalem.” %! Jesus said to her, *“Woman,
believe me, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither on
this mountain nor in Jerusalem. %? You worship what you do not know; we
worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 2* But the hour is
coming and is now here when the true worshipers will worship the Father
in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship him.

>4 God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and
truth.” 2> The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is
called Christ). “When he comes, he will proclaim all things to us.” %° Jesus
said to her, I am he, the one who is speaking to you.”

>>>Cont'd>>>



27 Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was
speaking with a woman, but no one said, "What do you want?” or, *“Why
are you speaking with her?” 28 Then the woman left her water jar and
went back to the city. She said to the people, ?° “Come and see a man
who told me everything I have ever done! He cannot be the Messiah,
can he?” 3° They left the city and were on their way to him.

31 Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.”

32 But he said to them, “I have food to eat that you do not know about.”
33 So the disciples said to one another, “Surely no one has brought him
something to eat?” 3* Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of him
who sent me and to complete his work. 3> Do you not say, ‘Four months
more, then comes the harvest’? But I tell you, look around you, and see
how the fields are ripe for harvesting. 3 The reaper is already receiving
wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may
rejoice together. 3’ For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another
reaps.’ *® I sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have
labored, and you have entered into their labor.”

3% Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the
woman'’s testimony, “He told me everything I have ever done.” *° So when
the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them, and he
stayed there two days. ** And many more believed because of his word.
42 They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that
we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly
the Savior of the world.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.
CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

SERMON Pastor Sara Ilderton



Please stand as you are able.

HYMN OF THE DAY “Come to the Water of Life” ACS 955
# —3— 33— —3— 3 —
Pty —— SR
{;J) = : .{ - o .{ J 5 : .; o o
1 All who are thirst-y for mer - cy, all who are thirst-y for
2 All who are thirst-y for heal -ing, all who are thirst-y for
3 All who are thirst-y for beau - ty, all who are thirst-y for
4 All who are thirst-y for jus - tice, all who are thirst-y for
!) # ot —3— T 3—
jul 1
———o 1' .P |' i' 9]
J I ' | r
love; all who are thirst -y for love, for mer - cy,
touch; all who are thirst -y for touch, for heal - ing,
truth; all who are thirst -y for truth, for beau - ty,
peace; all who are thirst -y for peace, for jus - tice,
H l_._._-—-—-3-—'_'_'"l T 3 ]
} I }
ﬁ#&ﬂ I » » ©
JU - g
come: come to the Wa - ter of life.
come: come to the Wa - ter of life.
come: come to the Wa - ter of life.
come: come to the Wa - ter of life.

Text: Ray Makeever, b. 1943
Music: WATER OF LIFE, Ray Makeever

Text and music © 1999 Ray Makeever, admin, Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray
for the world and its needs.

O God, when suffering arises, preserve your church. Give to pastors,
deacons, bishops, and all servants of your gospel the endurance that
produces character and the hope that will never disappoint.

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

When the waters run dry, sustain this earth. Send water to places
languishing with drought, and bring relief to places damaged by flood.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

When quarrels ensue, soften our hearts. Quell hostilities between nations
and peoples, and reconcile all humans across the lines of race, class,
nationality, moral conviction, religion, and all else that divides or
oppresses. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

When your people thirst, satisfy their needs. Send water and food to all
who need nourishment. Grant welcome to all who are excluded. Show
your mercy to any in need especially those we name silently or aloud...
(prayer list on page 21)

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and
salvation.
Amen.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

After exchanging the peace with those near you, please be seated.

11



WE SHARE THE SUPPER OF THE LORD
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us,
an offering and sacrifice to God. Ephesians 5:2

The offering plate is passed. You may also give electronically using the QR code
on the back cover.

MUSICAL OFFERING "“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”  John Cornish

Please stand as you are able.
OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.

O God, maker of heaven and earth,

your steadfast love embraces all creation.

You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth
and bring forth its bounty.

Through these gifts of bread and wine,

draw us into the death and life of your Son,
who calls us to bear witness to his saving work.
We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

12



It is indeed right, our privilege and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You are our living water and our merciful guide,

together with rivers and seas, wells and springs

we bless and magnify you.

You led your people Israel through the desert,

and provided them water from the rock.

We praise you for Christ, our rock and our water,

who joined us in our desert.

From the depths of your love

you sent him into the world,

not to condemn it, but to save it.

After a death of agony on the cross,

you raised him to life again,

and opened the life of your kingdom to all.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Music: Mass of Creation, Marty Haugen, © 1984, GIA Publications, Inc.
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

The celebrant continues with the Words of Institution.

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

PRAYER BEFORE COMMUNION

We do not presume to come to this your table, O merciful Lord,
trusting in our own righteousness,

but in your manifold and great mercies.

Apart from you, we are not worthy so much as to

gather up the crumbs under your table.

But you are the same Lord,

whose property is always to have mercy:

Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, to come to your table
with the confidence that your cleansing love

and the gift of your own self makes us worthy

and nourishes us to be Christ’s presence of love in the world
as he dwells in us and we in him. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Please be seated.

An usher will direct you forward for Communion.

Communion is served at the altar rail. You may kneel or stand.

We use wheat wafers, white grape juice and wine. If you need a gluten free
wafer, please make that known to the pastor.

For any who desire a blessing, please come forward with your arms crossed.

SHARING OF THE BREAD AND WINE

The body of Christ given for you.
The blood of Christ shed for you.

MUSIC DURING DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION

“Lord Jesus, Think On Me” Anne Krentz Organ
(Barbara Tobin, flute)
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Everyone is invited to join in singing the hymns that follow.

“Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery” ELW 334
Verse 1, Lent 3, Verse 3
n } A } }
) A | I\’ | |
eoka o o e o
1 Tree of Life and awe - some mys - tTry, in your
2 We re - mem - ber truth once spo - ken, love passed
3 Christ, you lead and we shall fol - low, stum - bling
0 " N
)" A | dL { | dI T\]
W e | :
. ®
death we are re - born; though you die in all of
on  through act and word; ev - ry per - son lost and
though our steps may be: one with you in joy and
n } il
o ==
& 1
J ‘
his - try, still you rise with ev - ’'ry morn, still  you
bro - ken wears the bod -y of our Lord, wears the
SOr - IOW, we the riv-er, you the sea, we the
0
) A N N
L b — L 4 t 4
< ] ( S—
_‘~ -
rise with ev - ’ry morn.
bod -y of our Lord.
riv - er, you the sea.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: Marty Haugen
Text and music © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc.. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, TL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Lent 3:

Living Water of salvation,

be the fountain of each soul;
springing up in new creation,
Ffow in us and make us whole.
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“Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross” ELW 335
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Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 18201915
Music: NEAR THE CROSS, William H. Doane, 1832-1915
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“Jesus, Remember Me”

ELW 616
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Text: Luke 23:42: Taizé Community

Music: REMEMBER ME, Jacques Berthier, 19231994

Text and music © 1981 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent, 7404 5. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638,
www.giamusic.com, 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Please stand as you are able.
COMMUNION BLESSING

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood,
strengthen, keep and unite us now and forever.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.

Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven.

Sustain us in our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for
justice; our alms, a making of peace; and our prayer, the song of
grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
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WE ARE SENT TO SHARE THE GOOD NEWS

BLESSING

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity:
God, who calls all things into existence,

Jesus Christ, who redeems us,

and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation,

+ bless you now and always.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN “Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer” ELW 618
_:Q_# ) i J ! #
o—1 | I — — ud >
DY A v =i ! ! !
I Guideme ev - er, great Re - deem-er, pil - grim through this
2 O - pen now the crys - tal  foun-tain where the  heal - ing
3 When I tread the verge of Jor-dan, bid my anx - ious
i 5 ! i
’ 7, J J o | o o o r o r I

J | : S I T '
bar - ren land. | am weak, but you are might - y; hold me
wa - ters flow; let the fire and cloud-y pil - lar lead me
fears sub - side; death of death and hell’s de - struc - tion, land me

rarET e ——— IE——— ——
A — . ) G ) — — ]

J r— y 1
with your pow’r-ful hand. Bread of heav-en, bread of heav -en,
all  my jour - ney through. Strong de - liv - 'rer, strong de - liv - 'rer,
safe on Ca - naan’s side. Songs and prais - es, songs and prais - s

— |

0

)

cefrss

L=

) ﬁ
e
™
e

feed me now and
shield me with your might-y arm,

| will raise for - ev - er - more,

€v - €I - more,

—
feed me now and ev - er - more.

shield me with your might-y arm.
I will raise for - ev - er - more.

Text: William Williams, 1717-1791; wr. William Williams and Peter Williams, 1722-1796, alt.

Music: CWM RHONDDA, John Hughes, 1873-1932
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DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Live as Jesus did by welcoming all and bringing healing, help and
hope to the world.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE “Toccata on ‘Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” Young

Credits/Acknowledgements
Intercessory Prayers from Sundays and Seasons by permission under Augsburg Liturgies License
SAS103467

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23663.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Coun-
cil of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights

reserved.

All music and lyrics published in this worship service are printed by permission of the following

licenses:
Onelicense #A-725570, LicenSing #612800, CCLI #11242717, Augsburg Fortress #23663.
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PRAYER LIST

Kevin Ballantine Traci A Elsie M

Jim Crawford Claire & Family Judy Frye

Lois DelLoache Mary Gonnelli Moss

Terry Godwin Geraldine Sherry Crawford
Ray K Dawn Chuck

Kippie Tom Chriske Frank Poley
Trudy Terlinde Kathy DelLoache Barbara
DeCosta Family Amy Dean Jill

Janet Zalewski Jerry Brenda & Chad
Nancy T Jean Debra
Bernice’s Daughter Nancy Bryant Patricia

Lois, Mike & Justine Melanie Jaden Petras

*Prayers for the Grieving

Family of Leslie Tripp Family of Jill Lamb
Family of Bob Loges Family of John Farris
Family of Trudy Haseley Family of Pat Hipps

Family of Rufus Gregory

Prayers for Engaged Couples
Elizabeth and Kevin Julie Frixen & Declan Linfoot

Prayers for Expectant Parents
Sarah & Aaron Kevin & Leslye Young

Prayers for all First Responders, Veterans and for those in Active Military
Service

Grayson Jenkins

Marine Cpl. Josh Harbinson

Michael Whetstone & family - Navy special operations

Staff Sgt. Grace Gonnelli

Andy Williams

Neil Mitchell

Corey Young

*For Prayers for the Grieving - Church Members and Relatives of Members will
remain on the prayer list for one year. Others will remain on the list for one
month, unless otherwise requested.
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THIS WEEK AT LIVING SAVIOUR

Sunday: March 8

8:30 a.m. Alleluia Ringers

e 9:15 a.m. Chancel Choir

9:15 a.m. Adult Faith Formation & Children’s Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship

Monday: March 9
e 6:15p.m. Yoga 4 You
e 7:00 p.m. Scout Troop 165

Tuesday: March 10

e 9:30 a.m. Yoga 4 You

e 10:00 a.m. Prayer Shawl Ministry
e 6:45 p.m. Cub Scout Pack 265

Wednesday: March 11

e 10:00 a.m. Bible Study

e 5:30 p.m. Lenten Soup, Study & Sacrament
e 6:45 p.m. Chancel Choir

Thursday: March 12

e 9:30 a.m. Yoga 4 You

e 11:00 a.m. Chair Yoga

e 6:15 p.m. Gathering@theTable
e 6:15p.m. Yoga 4 You

Saturday: March 14
e 10:00 a.m. Yoga 4 You

Sunday: March 15

8:30 a.m. Alleluia Ringers

9:15 a.m. Chancel Choir

e« 9:15 a.m. Adult Faith Formation & Children’s Sunday School
e 10:30 a.m. Worship

*We will host Midweek Soup, Study & Sacrament at 5:30 p.m. each
Wednesday throughout Lent. Please join us in the Fellowship Hall for a
time of conversation and communion. We will share a simple meal of soup,
as we gather around tables, watch a short video, share thoughts reflecting
on how what we watched speaks to living and loving like Jesus and then
worship together. We hope you’ll be there.
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LIVING SAVIOUR

Lutheran Church

Living Saviour Lutheran Church
6817 Carmel Road
Charlotte, North Carolina 28226
(704) 542-3626

The Reverend Sara Ilderton, Pastor
Don Huff, Director of Music Ministry
Nancy Mersereau, Assistant Musician
Laura Schwab, Office Administrator
Susan Hall, Treasurer
Elsie Davis, LS Preschool Director

QR for donating online:
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Scan the QR code with your smartphone'’s camera, tap the
link, and youTll be taken to LSLC's YouTube Channel

SCAN ME
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