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WELCOME TO WORSHIP! 
 
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS TODAY: 
 Assisting Minister - Russell Hinson 
 Crucifer - Jackson Thom 
 Acolyte - Henry Schwab 
 
INSTRUMENTALIST TODAY: 
 Trumpet - Gordon Hann 
 Woodwinds - Barbara Tobin 
 
THIS WORSHIP FOLDER contains all elements of the worship service.  It is  
designed to encourage your participation.  Please read the words in bold print 
and join in the singing of all hymns.  Italicized words are instructions. 
  
RESTROOMS are located at the back of the sanctuary and down the short  
hallway. 
 
WE WELCOME CHILDREN IN OUR WORSHIP SERVICES!  
Parents, you are always welcome to bring your children to worship with you.  
If you are comfortable and prefer having them in supervised childcare, it is  
available and is under the very capable and loving supervision of Ms. Carla.  
The Childcare Room is down the steps as you enter the gathering area outside 
the sanctuary. Someone will be happy to direct you there. 

• CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BULLETINS for readers and non-readers are  

     available on the welcome table where the worship folders are located.  

• QUIET BAGS for use by children during worship have been updated and  

     arranged by age groups.  They are located to the left as you enter the  
     sanctuary.  Please feel free to pick one up and replace it on the hooks when     
     you leave.  
 
WEEKLY ACTIVITIES are on page 18. 
 

2026 HEALTH AND WHOLENESS 
 

The March theme for Health and Wholeness is Dental Health. 
 

Tip #5:  Some health conditions make dental care especially important.  
Diabetics and people with high blood sugar are less able to fight infections.  
Also, blood sugar rises with infection. Cancers of the mouth, gastrointestinal 
tract, lung, breast, prostate and uterus have been linked to gum disease.  
Regular dental care can improve our general health. 

 
Proverbs 4:20-22 My son, be attentive to my words; incline your ear to my 
sayings. Let them not escape from your sight; keep them within your heart.  

For they are life to those who find them, and healing to all their flesh. 
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Those who are able will please gather outside the sanctuary. 

Otherwise, you may be seated in the sanctuary. 

 

Everyone will be given palm branches and a worship folder.  

 

WE GATHER IN CHRIST’S NAME 

 

In the name of the Father and of the ☩ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Dear friends in Christ, during Lent we have been preparing for the celebration  

of Christ’s death and resurrection. Today we come together to begin this solemn  

celebration with the church throughout the world. Christ entered Jerusalem this  

day in triumph, a triumph that led through suffering and death to resurrection  

and new life.  

In faith and love may we follow our Messiah, this humble ruler,  

who comes riding on a donkey. 

 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest! 

 

 

PALM SUNDAY GOSPEL: Matthew 21: 1-11 

  

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord.   

 
1 When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of 

Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, 

and immediately you will find a donkey tied and a colt with her; untie them and bring 

them to me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ 

And he will send them immediately.” 4 This took place to fulfill what had been spoken 

through the prophet: 

 5 “Tell the daughter of Zion, 

 Look, your king is coming to you, 

  humble and mounted on a donkey, 

   and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 
6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7 they brought the donkey 

and the colt and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8 A very large crowd 

spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread 

them on the road.                

                 >>>Cont’d>>> 
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9 The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting,  

 “Hosanna to the Son of David! 

  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 

 Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
10 When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is 

this?” 11 The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in 

Galilee.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

BLESSING OF THE PALMS  

  

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Let us pray. 

  

The assembly raises their palm branches. 

  

We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus 

Christ.  Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed Messiah 

and King by those who spread garments and branches along his way.   

Bless these branches and we who carry them.  Grant us grace to follow 

our Lord in the way of the cross, so that, joined to his death and  

resurrection, we enter into life with you; through the same Jesus 

Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. Amen. 

 

 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN     “Blessed is the One Who Comes” 

 

The assembly follows the processional cross, the children, parents, minister 

and choir into the church singing.    

 

 

GREETING 

 

The love of God poured into our hearts, 

the saving grace of Jesus Christ, 

and the abundance of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you.  
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HYMN   “All Glory, Laud, and Honor”   ELW 344:1,3,5 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Let us pray. 

 

Sovereign God, you have established your rule in the human heart through 

the servanthood of Jesus Christ.   

By your Spirit, keep us in the joyful procession of those who with 

their tongues confess Jesus as Lord and with their lives praise him 

as Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. Amen.  
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Please be seated. 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING       “Hosannas Sing a Loud Hosanna”     Mark Hayes 

 

WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD 

 

READING: Isaiah 50:4-9a 

 

A reading from Isaiah. 

 

 4 The Lord God has given me 

  a trained tongue, 

 that I may know how to sustain 

  the weary with a word. 

 Morning by morning he wakens, 

  wakens my ear 

  to listen as those who are taught. 

 5 The Lord God has opened my ear, 

  and I was not rebellious; 

  I did not turn backward. 

 6 I gave my back to those who struck me 

  and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 

 I did not hide my face 

  from insult and spitting. 

 

 7 The Lord God helps me; 

  therefore I have not been disgraced; 

 therefore I have set my face like flint, 

  and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 

  8 he who vindicates me is near. 

 Who will contend with me? 

  Let us stand in court together. 

 Who are my adversaries? 

  Let them confront me. 

 9a It is the Lord God who helps me; 

  who will declare me guilty? 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  
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GOSPEL: Matthew 27:11-30 

The congregation will read the parts in bold.  

 

The holy gospel according to Matthew, the twenty-seventh chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Narrator: Jesus stood before the governor, Pilate, and Pilate asked him, 

  

Pilate: Are you the King of the Jews? 

  

Narrator: Jesus answered, 

  

Jesus: You say so. 

  

Narrator: But when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he did 

not answer. Then Pilate said to him, 

  

Pilate: Do you not hear how many accusations they make against you? 

  

Narrator: But Jesus gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so 

that the governor was greatly amazed. 

Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for 

the crowd, anyone whom they wanted. At that time, they had a notorious 

prisoner, called Jesus Barabbas. So after all had gathered, Pilate said to 

them, 

  

Pilate: Whom do you want me to release for you, Jesus Barabbas or  

Jesus who is called the Messiah? 

  

Narrator: For Pilate realized that it was out of jealousy that they had  

handed him over. While he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife  

sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with that innocent man, for today  

I have suffered a great deal because of a dream about him.” 

Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for  

Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. The governor again said to them, 

  

Pilate: Which of the two do you want me to release for you? 

  

Narrator: And the crowd said, 

  

Congregation: Barabbas. 
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Narrator: Pilate said to them, 

  

Pilate: Then what should I do with Jesus who is called the Messiah? 

  

Narrator: All of the crowd said, 

  

Congregation: Let him be crucified! 

  

Narrator: Then Pilate asked, 

  

Pilate: Why? What evil has he done? 

  

Narrator: But the crowd shouted all the more, 

  

Congregation: Let him be crucified! Let him be crucified! 

  

Narrator: So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a 

riot was beginning, he took some water and washed his hands before the 

crowd, saying, 

  

Pilate: I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves. 

  

Narrator: Then the people as a whole answered, 

  

Congregation: His blood be on us and on our children! 

  

Narrator: So Pilate released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, 

he handed him over to be crucified. Then the soldiers of the governor took 

Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and they gathered the whole  

cohort around him. They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, and 

after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on his head. They put  

a reed in his right hand and knelt before him and mocked him, saying, 

  

Congregation : Hail, King of the Jews! 

  

Narrator: They spat on him and took the reed and struck him on the head. 

After mocking him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes 

on him. Then they led him away to crucify him. 

  

A period of silence from reflection.  

 

MEDITATION                                                     Pastor Sara Ilderton  

 

Please stand as you are able. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY            “There in God’s Garden”     ELW 342 
V1-All   V2-Higher Voices   V3-Lower Voices   V4-Choir   V5-All   V6-All 
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INTERCESSORY PRAYERS    

 

God the Son humbled himself, taking on human flesh, suffering and dying 

in our place. Let us pray to God our Father, and place in his hands the  

suffering of the world. 

  

We pray for the church, for bishops and pastors, musicians and all who 

lead worship this Holy Week and on Easter Day. May we all humbly bear 

our crosses and follow Jesus as our King and Lord. 

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer. 

  

We pray for ourselves for we have sinned and like Peter, we have denied 

our Lord. Forgive us all that we do wrong and renew us, that we may  

walk in your ways. 

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer. 

  

We pray for prisoners and criminals. May they find true freedom knowing 

that they are neither defined by what they have done nor by what has 

been done to them.  

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer. 

  

We pray for all in government. May they use their power properly and 

serve truth, justice and peace. 

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer. 

  

We pray for those who are dying. May they know that Jesus is by their 

side, and may they be received into your kingdom.  

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer. 

  

We pray for parents who like Mary have lost a child. May they bear their  

suffering and know the comfort of your love. 

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer. 

  

And we pray for those with special needs who are known to us personally, 

and whom we now name silently or aloud...  

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer. 

  

Compassionate God, we pray that you would lighten the burdens of all  

who suffer. Lead us in the way of the cross, that as we suffer with Jesus, 

so we may rise to life in his glory, for he lives and reigns with you and  

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

Amen.  
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PEACE 

 

May the peace of Christ who loves us with an everlasting love  

be with you always. 

And also with you. 

  

After exchanging the peace with those near you, please be seated. 

 

WE SHARE THE SUPPER OF THE LORD 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING           “Were You There”  Raymond Hann 

(Glenda Kilminster, soloist/Preston Hawley, cello) 

 

The offering plate is passed. You may also give electronically using the QR 

code on the back cover. 

  

Please stand as you are able.  

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

 

Let us pray. 

 

O God, maker of heaven and earth, 

your steadfast love embraces all creation. 

You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth 

and bring forth its bounty. 

Through these gifts of bread and wine, 

draw us into the death and life of your Son, 

who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. 

We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

Amen.  

 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
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It is indeed right, our privilege and our joy, that we should at all times  

and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts  

of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

O God most mighty, we praise you for sending your son,  

Jesus, whose suffering and death gave salvation to all. 

You gather your people around the tree of the cross,  

transforming death into life. 

 

The celebrant continues with the Words of Institution. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER    

 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

Please be seated. 

  

An usher will direct you forward for Communion. 

  

Communion is served at the altar rail.  You may kneel or stand.  

  

We use wheat wafers, white grape juice and wine. If you need a gluten  

free wafer, please make that known to the pastor.  

  

For any who desire a blessing, please come forward with your arms 

crossed.  

  

 

SHARING OF THE BREAD AND WINE 

 

 The body of Christ given for you. 

 The blood of Christ shed for you. 
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Please join the choir in singing. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN                  “Lamb of God”         Setting 4 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MUSIC DURING DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

 

Alleluia Ringers                   “Ah, Holy Jesus”               Johann Crüger  

                  Arr. John Behnke 
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Please join the choir in singing.  
 
“Beneath the Cross of Jesus”                ELW 338 
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“Jesus Remember Me”                ELW 616 

Please stand as you are able. 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood, 

strengthen, keep and unite us now and forever.  

Amen. 

   

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

Let us pray. 

 

We thank you, living God, 

for feeding us with the spiritual food of the body and blood of 

Christ, which sustains us in the wilderness and the garden alike. 

As Christ has loved us in this feast,  

so send us to love Christ in our neighbors,  

that we may bring healing, help and hope to the world.  

In Jesus’ name we pray.  

Amen. 



 

 

 16 

WE ARE SENT TO SHARE THE GOOD NEWS 

BLESSING  
 
The blessed, holy Trinity keep you in grace, 

and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

 
SENDING HYMN           “Ride On, Ride On in Majesty”         ELW 346 

 

DISMISSAL 
 
Passing from joy into sorrow and on to elation, 

we come to Christ this Holy Week. 

May the journey of this week lead us 

into the fullness of Christ’s love. 

  
 
POSTLUDE                 “All Glory, Laud, and Honor”         Michael Burkhardt 
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“Jesus Remember Me”  
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THIS WEEK AT LIVING SAVIOUR 

  

Sunday: March 29 

• 8:30 a.m. Alleluia Ringers 

• 9:15 a.m. Chancel Choir 

• 9:15 a.m. Adult Faith Formation & Children’s Sunday School 

• 10:30 a.m. Worship 

• 11:30 a.m. Fifth Sunday Potluck 

 

Monday: March 30 

• 6:15 p.m. Yoga 4 You 

• 7:00 p.m. Scout Troop 165 

 

Tuesday: March 31 

• 9:30 a.m. Yoga 4 You 

• 6:45 p.m.  Cub Scout Pack 265 

 

Wednesday: April 1 

• 6:45 p.m. Chancel Choir 

 

Thursday: April 2 - Maundy Thursday 

• 9:30 a.m. Yoga 4 You 

• 6:00 p.m. Maundy Thursday Worship 

• 6:15 p.m. Yoga 4 You 

 

Friday: April 3 - Good Friday 

• 6:00 p.m. Good Friday Worship 

 

Saturday: April 4 

• 9:30 a.m. Yoga 4 You 

• 10:00 a.m. Choir Rehearsal 

 

Sunday: April 5 - Easter Sunday 

• 8:30 a.m. Easter Breakfast 

• 8:30 a.m. Instrumentalists 

• 9:00 a.m. Alleluia Ringers 

• 9:15 a.m. Chancel Choir 

• 10:00 a.m. Easter Prelude 

• 10:30 a.m. Worship 
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