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Living Saviour Lutheran Church is a faith community
striving to live and love as Jesus did, eagerly welcoming all

and bringing healing, help, and hope to the world.



WELCOME TO WORSHIP!

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS TODAY:
Assisting Minister - Eric Forster
Acolyte - Henry Schwab

INSTRUMENTALIST TODAY:
Trumpet - Gordon Hann
Woodwinds - Barbara Tobin

THIS WORSHIP FOLDER contains all elements of the worship service. It is designed
to encourage your participation. Please read the words in bold print and join in the
singing of all hymns. Italicized words are instructions.

RESTROOMS are located at the back of the sanctuary and down the short hallway.

WE WELCOME CHILDREN IN OUR WORSHIP SERVICES!

Parents, you are always welcome to bring your children to worship with you. If you are
comfortable and prefer having them in supervised childcare, it is available and is under
the very capable and loving supervision of Ms. Carla. The Childcare Room is down the
steps as you enter the gathering area outside the sanctuary. Someone will be happy to
direct you there.

e CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BULLETINS for readers and non-readers are available on
the welcome table where the worship folders are located.

e QUIET BAGS for use by children during worship have been updated and arranged by
age groups. They are located to the left as you enter the sanctuary. Please feel free
to pick one up and replace it on the hooks when you leave.

2026 COUNCIL MEMBERS LISTED on page 24.
WEEKLY ACTIVITIES are on page 26.
2026 HEALTH AND WHOLENESS
The March theme for Health and Wholeness is Dental Health.
Tip#1: Maintaining good care of your teeth, mouth, and gums can affect your overall
health. It prevents bad breath and tooth decay, tooth and mouth abscesses, and
jawbone infection. Brush teeth twice daily for two minutes with fluoride toothpaste. Floss

or use a water flosser daily.

1 Corinthians 10:31 So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do,
do it all for the glory of God.



WE GATHER IN CHRIST’'S NAME

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE “Glorious Things of Thee are Spoken” Haydn
(Janet Axtman, flute)

Please stand as you are able.

CONFESSIONS AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt
and blots out all offenses.

Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you:
Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word:
Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For failing to recognize your coming reign,

and for hindering the work of the Spirit:

Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition,

and for disdaining the living water Christ offers:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

>>>Cont'd>>>



For disregarding voices from the margin,

and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in the world:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent,

and for disregarding Christ’s call to come forth to life:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound.
Through faith, the free gift of God,

you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ.
In the name of *+ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead
dwells in you,

pours God’s love into your hearts,

and gives you life and peace.

Amen.

Please turn to face the processional cross.
As the cross passes your row, please turn to the altar.



GATHERING HYMN “What Wonderous Love Is This” ELW 666:1,3,4
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Text: North American folk hymn, 19th cent., alt.
Music: WONDROUS LOVE, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835



GREETING

The love of God poured into our hearts,

the saving grace of + Jesus Christ,

and the abundant of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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Lord, have

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

mer

O God, our leader and guide,
in the waters of baptism you bring us to new birth to live as your
children. Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by your Spirit
we may lift up your life to all the world through your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever. Amen.

Please be seated.

cy:



WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD

PSALM: Psalm 121
Please read responsively.

"1 lift up my eyes to the hills;
from where is my help to come?

My help comes from the Lorb,
the maker of heaven and earth.

*The Lorp will not let your foot be moved
nor will the one who watches over you fall asleep.

“Behold, the keeper of Israel
will neither slumber nor sleep;

°the LorD watches over you;
the LorD is your shade at your right hand;

°the sun will not strike you by day,
nor the moon by night.

’The Lorp will preserve you from all evil
and will keep your life.

®The Lorb will watch over your going out and your coming in,
from this time forth forevermore.



READING: Romans 4:1-5, 13-17
A reading from Romans.

! What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according
to the flesh? ? For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to
boast about, but not before God. ° For what does the scripture say?
“Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.” *
Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as something
due. ° But to one who does not work but trusts him who justifies the un-
godly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness.

3 For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abra-
ham or to his descendants through the law but through the righteousness
of faith. '* For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith
is null and the promise is void. ' For the law brings wrath, but where there
is no law, neither is there transgression.

'° For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it may rest
on grace, so that it may be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to
the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham
(who is the father of all of us, '’ as it is written, “I have made you the
father of many nations”), in the presence of the God in whom he believed,
who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not
exist.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able to welcome the gospel.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

“Praise to You, O Christ, Our Saviour” W&P:118
Refrain, Verse 2, Refrain
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1. brings us through the des - ert:
2. leads us to our fu - ture:
3. flesh who lives a-mong us:
4. teach-es us for-give - ness:

glo - ry to you Lord Je - sus Christ!

Text and music: Bernadette Farrell, b. 1957, © 1986, Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP. All rights reserved,



GOSPEL: John 3:1-21

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

! Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. ° He
came to Jesus by night and said to him, “"Rabbi, we know that you are a
teacher who has come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do
unless God is with that person.” ® Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell
you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.”

* Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old?
Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” ° Jesus
answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God
without being born of water and Spirit. © What is born of the flesh is flesh,
and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. ” Do not be astonished that I said to
you, ‘You must be born from above.’ ® The wind blows where it chooses,
and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or
where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

? Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” '° Jesus answered
him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these
things?

' “Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what
we have seen, yet you do not receive our testimony. '* If I have told you
about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell
you about heavenly things? *° No one has ascended into heaven except the
one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. ' And just as Moses
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up,
> that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

> “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that
everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.

7 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the
world but in order that the world might be saved through him. *® Those
who believe in him are not condemned, but those who do not believe are
condemned already because they have not believed in the name of the
only Son of God. *° And this is the judgment, that the light has come into
the world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds
were evil. °’ For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light,
so that their deeds may not be exposed. ' But those who do what is true
come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been
done in God.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



Please be seated.

CHILDREN'’S MESSAGE

SERMON Pastor Sara Ilderton

Please stand as you are able.

HYMN OF THE DAY “Born, Reborn” ACS 956
o) Refrain
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Mark us. Mark us. Claim us! Claim us!
Wash us. Wash us. Seal us!  Seal us!

Text: Justin Rimbo, b. 1980
Music: BORN, REBORN, Justin Rimbo
Text and music © 2020 Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.

Please be seated.

INSTALLATION OF COUNCIL MEMBERS
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Please stand as you are able.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray
for the world and its needs.

Faithful One, you renew us by grace. As you have inspired faith through
the work of church artists and hymnwriters, inspire and enliven our praise
of you. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Living One, you delight in this world. The sun and moon, the wind and the
water declare your goodness. Preserve the earth and protect all who labor
in service to creation. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Ruling One, you bless us to be a blessing. Open the hearts of all leaders to
seek the flourishing of every person and lend your help to all who wait for
justice, deliverance, and peace. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Compassionate One, you send your Son to save. Declare your word of
acceptance to any who feel condemned and lift up any brought low by
hatred and exclusion. Tend to all who are struggling with illness or loss
especially those we name silently or aloud... Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Eternal One, you neither slumber nor sleep. Be our keeper in life and in
death. Thank you for our beloved who have died, and for your promise
which saves this whole world by your love. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and
salvation.
Amen.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

After exchanging the peace with those near you, please be seated.

11



WE SHARE THE SUPPER OF THE LORD
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us,
an offering and sacrifice to God. Ephesians 5:2

The offering plate is passed. You may also give electronically using the QR code
on the back cover.

MUSICAL OFFERING “God So Loved the World” Carl Nygard

Please stand as you are able.

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.

O God, maker of heaven and earth,

your steadfast love embraces all creation.

You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth
and bring forth its bounty.

Through these gifts of bread and wine,

draw us into the death and life of your Son,
who calls us to bear witness to his saving work.
We ask this in Jesus’ nhame.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

12



It is indeed right, our privilege and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the
paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the
fullness of your grace.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Music: Mass of Creation, Marty Haugen, © 1984, GIA Publications, Inc.
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy God,

our living water and our merciful guide,
together with rivers and seas, wells and springs
we bless and magnify you.

You led your people Israel through the desert,
and provided them water from the rock.

We praise you for Christ, our rock and our water,
who joined us in our desert.

From the depths of your love

you sent him into the world,

not to condemn it, but to save it.

After a death of agony on the cross,

you raised him to life again,

and opened the life of your kingdom to all.

The celebrant continues with the Words of Institution.

Pour out your Spirit, we pray, on this holy food

and on all who are gathered for this feast:

wash away our sin,

that we may be revived for our journey by the love of Christ.

Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,

in your holy Church,

both now and forever.

Amen

14



LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

PRAYER BEFORE COMMUNION

We do not presume to come to this your table, O merciful Lord,
trusting in our own righteousness,

but in your manifold and great mercies.

Apart from you, we are not worthy so much as to

gather up the crumbs under your table.

But you are the same Lord,

whose property is always to have mercy:

Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, to come to your table
with the confidence that your cleansing love

and the gift of your own self makes us worthy

and nourishes us to be Christ’s presence of love in the world
as he dwells in us and we in him. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Please be seated.

An usher will direct you forward for Communion.

Communion is served at the altar rail.

You may kneel or stand.

We use wheat wafers, white grape juice and wine. If you need a gluten free

wafer, please make that known to the pastor.

For any who desire a blessing, please come forward with your arms crossed.

SHARING OF THE BREAD AND WINE

The body of Christ given for you.
The blood of Christ shed for you.

COMMUNION HYMN

“Lamb of God”
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HYMNS DURING DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION

All are invited to sing.

“We Are Baptized in Christ Jesus” ELW 451
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in the Jos - ing and the win - ning we hold fast.
in a song that has no end-ing. . ... A - men

Text: John C. Ylvisaker, b. 1937
Music: OUIMETTE, John C. Ylvisaker
Text and music © 1985 John C. Ylvisaker

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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“Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery”
Verse 1, Lent 2, Verse 3

ELW 334
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rise with ev - ’ry morn.
bod -y of our Lord.
riv - er, you the sea.
Lent 2:

In our call to be a blessing,
May we be a blessing true;
May we live and die confessing
Christ as Lord of all we do,
Christ as Lord of all we do.
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“Lord Jesus, Think on Me” ELW 599
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I Lord Je - sus, think on  me, and purge a - way my sinm
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3 Lord Je - sus, think on me, nor let me go a - stray;
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let me your lov -ing

ser - vant be and taste your prom-ised rest.

through dark-ness and per - plex - 1 - ty point out your cho - sen way.

Text: Synesius of Cyrene, 375-430; tr. Allen W, Chatfield, 1808-1896, alt.

Music: SOUTHWELL, W. Daman, The Psalmes of Dauid, 1579, alt.
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“Jesus, Remember Me” ELW 616
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Text: Luke 23:42: Taizé Community

Music: REMEMBER ME, Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994

Text and music © 1981 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Please stand as you are able.
COMMUNION BLESSING

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood,
strengthen, keep and unite us now and forever.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.

Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven.

Sustain us in our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for
justice; our alms, a making of peace; and our prayer, the song of
grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

WE ARE SENT TO SHARE THE GOOD NEWS
BLESSING

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity:

God, who calls all things into existence,

Jesus Christ, who redeems us,

and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation,
+ bless you now and always.

Amen.
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SENDING HYMN

“Lift High the Cross”

ELW 660:1,2,4
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I Come, Chris - tians, fol - low where our cap - tain trod,

2 Al new - born ser - vants of the Cru - ci - fied

3 0 Lord, once lift - ed on the glo - rious tree,

4 So shall  our song of tri - umph ev - er be:
Refrain
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our king vic - to - rious, Christ, the Son of God.
bear on their brows the seal of him who died.
as thou hast prom - ised, draw us all to thee.
praise to the Cru - ¢ - fied for vic - to - ry!

Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956
Music: CRUCIFER, Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875-1947
Text and music © 1974 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Live as Jesus did by welcoming all and bringing healing, help and

hope to the world.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

“To God Be the Glory”
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Credits/Acknowledgements
Intercessory Prayers from Sundays and Seasons by permission under Augsburg Liturgies License
SAS103467

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23663.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights
reserved.

All music and lyrics published in this worship service are printed by permission of the following

licenses:
OnelLicense #A-725570, LicenSing #612800, CCLI #11242717, Augsburg Fortress #23663.
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Church Council and Liaison Positions

Rev. Linda Hatcher - President - Lay Care
Debby Borrelli - Vice President - Finance
Pat Snodgrass - Secretary - Worship & Music
Laura Michael - Health & Wholeness
Aliah Church - Faith Formation

Kay Zimmerman - Technology

Amanda Thom - Youth

Donna Thomas - Outreach

Margie Peters - Fellowship

Ken Leeser - Property

Linda Frixen - Stewardship

Paul Sullivan - Communications
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THIS WEEK AT LIVING SAVIOUR

Sunday: March 1

8:30 a.m. Alleluia Ringers

e 9:15 a.m. Adult Faith Formation & Children’s Sunday School
9:15 a.m. Chancel Choir

10:30 a.m. Worship

Monday: March 2
e 6:15p.m. Yoga 4 You
e 7:00 p.m. Scout Troop 165

Tuesday: March 3 - Primary Election
e 9:30 a.m. Yoga 4 You
e 6:45 p.m. Cub Scout Pack 265

Wednesday: March 4

e 10:00 a.m. Bible Study

e 5:30 p.m. Lenten Soup, Study & Sacrament
e 6:45 p.m. Chancel Choir

Thursday: March 5

e 9:30 a.m. Yoga 4 You
e 11:00 a.m. Chair Yoga
e 6:15p.m. Yoga 4 You

Saturday: March 7
e 10:00 a.m. Yoga 4 You
e 10:00 a.m. Choir Rehearsal

Sunday: March 8

e 8:30 a.m. Alleluia Ringers

e« 9:15 a.m. Chancel Choir

e« 9:15 a.m. Adult Faith Formation & Children’s Sunday School
e 10:30 a.m. Worship

*We will host Midweek Soup, Study & Sacrament at 5:30 p.m. each
Wednesday throughout Lent. Please join us in the Fellowship Hall for a
time of conversation and communion. We will share a simple meal of soup,
as we gather around tables, watch a short video, share thoughts reflecting
on how what we watched speaks to living and loving like Jesus and then
worship together. We hope you’ll be there.
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LIVING SAVIOUR

Lutheran Church

Living Saviour Lutheran Church
6817 Carmel Road
Charlotte, North Carolina 28226
(704) 542-3626

The Reverend Sara Ilderton, Pastor
Don Huff, Director of Music Ministry
Nancy Mersereau, Assistant Musician
Laura Schwab, Office Administrator
Susan Hall, Treasurer
Elsie Davis, LS Preschool Director

QR for donating online:
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Scan the QR code with your smartphone'’s camera, tap the
link, and youTll be taken to LSLC's YouTube Channel
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