
 

 

LIVING SAVIOUR LUTHERAN CHURCH 

CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 DECEMBER 7, 2025 

 

Living Saviour Lutheran Church is a faith community   

striving to live and love as Jesus did, eagerly welcoming all   

and bringing healing, help, and hope to the world.  
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP! 
 
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS TODAY: 
 Assisting Minister - Millie McWilliams 
 Crucifer - Rhys Plunkett 
 Acolyte - Cole Plunkett 
 
INSTRUMENTALIST TODAY: 
 Trumpet - Gordon Hann 
 Woodwinds - Barbara Tobin 
 
THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given by Dawn Gibson in thanksgiving for Pastor Sara,  
Don Huff and Nancy Mersereau for giving us such beautiful music every year and  
Christmas blessings to all.   
 
THIS WORSHIP FOLDER contains all elements of the worship service.  It is designed 
to encourage your participation.  Please read the words in bold print and join in the  
singing of all hymns.  Italicized words are instructions. 
  
RESTROOMS are located at the back of the sanctuary and down the short hallway. 
 
WE WELCOME CHILDREN IN OUR WORSHIP SERVICES!  
Parents, you are always welcome to bring your children to worship with you. If you are  
comfortable and prefer having them in supervised childcare, it is available and is under 
the very capable and loving supervision of Ms. Carla. The Childcare Room is down the 
steps as you enter the gathering area outside the sanctuary. Someone will be happy to 
direct you there. 

• CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BULLETINS for readers and non-readers are available on 
the welcome table where the worship folders are located.  

• QUIET BAGS for use by children during worship have been updated and arranged by 
age groups.  They are located to the left as you enter the sanctuary.  Please feel free 
to pick one up and replace it on the hooks when you leave.  

• SPARK FAMILY MAGAZINES are available on the welcome table and are free for 
the taking! 

 
NEIGHBOR BAGS have been assembled and are located in the blue bin outside of the  
sanctuary.  Please take a few to keep in your car and hand out when the opportunity 
arises. 
 
WEEKLY ACTIVITIES are on page 22. 
 

 
DECEMBER 2025 HEALTH AND WHOLENESS 

 
The December theme for Health and Wholeness is Creating Peace on Earth. 

 

Tip#1:  Nonviolence is the practice of attacking injustice rather than people. 

“Nonviolence is the greatest and most active force in the world. The more you develop it 

in your being, the more infectious it becomes till it overwhelms your surroundings and 

by and by might oversweep the world” Mohandas Ghandi 

 

“Be the change you wish to see in the world.” Ghandi 

“Nonviolence cannot be preached. It has to be practiced.” Ghandi 

 

Proverbs 16:7 When man’s ways please the Lord, he makes even his enemies to be  

at peace with him. 
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WE GATHER IN CHRIST’S NAME 

  

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  

PRELUDE            “What Child is This/Coventry Carol”        arr. Smith and Snyder 

              (Janet Axtman, flute) 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

whose home is heaven and earth, 

whose salvation is sure. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God 

and of one another. 

 

Long-expected God, 

we confess that we look to ourselves 

for the peace and security only you can provide. 

We reach for swords and spears, 

reluctant to release our grip on the ways of war. 

We become impatient while waiting 

and weary of keeping awake. 

 

Free us from self-reliance, 

and teach us to live in harmony with our neighbors. 

Increase our trust in God’s timing, 

and awaken us to your advent among us, 

that we may abound in the hope you have promised. 

Amen. 

 

God judges us not as we deserve, 

but according to God’s own righteousness. 

You are freed and forgiven, 

saved by grace ☩, 

and ready to welcome the Savior. 

Amen. 

 

Please turn to face the processional cross.  

As the cross passes your row, please turn to the altar. 



 

 

 3 

GATHERING HYMN          “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”         ELW 254 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GREETING 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH      Thom Family  

 

Let us pray. 

              

Praise to you, O God, who gives us courage to start again. 

You fasten righteousness around your waist 

and baptize with the Holy Spirit’s fire. 

Bless us as we mirror your mighty fire in these simple flames, 

and teach us to mirror your justice in the paths we prepare.  

We ask that peace abound, 

until none hurt or destroy over all the earth. 

We pray this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

Amen. 

 

“Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah”                              ELW 240; 1,2 

The second candle on the Advent Wreath is lit. 

              

Please remain standing as you are able. 
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KYRIE FOR ADVENT 

Cantor sings verses.  All sing Refrain (R) 

  

Verse: For watchful and ready hearts as we await the King of kings,  

let us pray to the Lord (R) 

Verse: For wisdom to see, for openness to hear, and for courage to  

proclaim the advent of his reign, let us pray to the Lord (R) 

  

Verse: For his rule of peace and justice, for his kingdom of truth and love, 

let us pray to the Lord (R) 

  

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Let us pray.  

 

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son.  

By his coming nurture our growth as people of repentance and 

peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 

 

 

 



 

 

 6 

 WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 11:1-10 

 

A reading from Isaiah. 

 

 1 A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 

  and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 

 2 The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, 

  the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

  the spirit of counsel and might, 

  the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 

 3 His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 

 

    He shall not judge by what his eyes see 

  or decide by what his ears hear, 

 4 but with righteousness he shall judge for the poor 

  and decide with equity for the oppressed of the earth; 

 he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

  and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 

 5 Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist 

  and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 

 

 6 The wolf shall live with the lamb; 

  the leopard shall lie down with the kid; 

 the calf and the lion will feed together, 

  and a little child shall lead them. 

 7 The cow and the bear shall graze; 

  their young shall lie down together; 

  and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 

 8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 

  and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 

 9 They will not hurt or destroy 

  on all my holy mountain, 

 for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord 

  as the waters cover the sea. 

 

  10 On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; 

the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  
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PSALM: Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 

 

Please sing responsively. 

 
1 Give the king your jus- | tice, O God, 

  and your righteousness to | the king’s son; 

 

 2 that he may rule your | people righteously 

  and the | poor with justice; 

 

 3 that the mountains may bring prosperity | to the people, 

  and the | hills, in righteousness. 

 

 4 Let him defend the needy a- | mong the people, 

  rescue the poor, and crush | the oppressor.  

 

 5 May he live as long as the sun and | moon endure, 

  from one generation | to another. 

 

 6 Let him come down like rain upon | the mown field, 

  like showers that wa- | ter the earth. 

 

 7 In his time may the | righteous flourish; 

  and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall | be no more. 

 

 18 Blessed are you, Lord God, the | God of Israel; 

  you alone do | wondrous deeds! 

 

 19 And blessed be your glorious | name forever, 

  and may all the earth be filled with your glory. A- | men. Amen.  

 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 15:4-7 

 

A reading from Romans.  

 
4 Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that 

by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have 

hope. 5 May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in 

harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6 so that together 

you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

  7 Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the 

glory of God.  

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    

        

Cantor sings Alleluia. All sing Alleluia. Cantor sings verse. All sing Alleluia.  

Verse: Prepare the way | of the Lord.* All flesh shall see the salva- | tion  

of God. (Luke 3:4,6) 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 3:1-12  

 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
1 In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea,  

proclaiming, 2 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3 This  

is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,  

 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; 

  make his paths straight.’ ” 
4 Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his 

waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then Jerusalem and all 

Judea and all the region around the Jordan were going out to him, 6 and 

they were baptized by him in the River Jordan, confessing their sins. 

  7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his 

baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee 

from the coming wrath? 8 Therefore, bear fruit worthy of repentance, 9 and 

do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor,’ 

for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to  

Abraham. 10 Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; therefore 

every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into 

the fire. 

  11 “I baptize you with water for repentance, but the one who is coming 

after me is more powerful than I, and I am not worthy to carry his sandals. 

He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in 

his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into 

the granary, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Please be seated. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

SERMON                                                                  Pastor Sara Ilderton 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY            “Come, Now, O God”               ACS 902 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

  

In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting 

your promise to renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

With wisdom and understanding, inspire the faithful around the world. 

Unite hearts and minds in work to address poverty, access to housing, and 

equity among peoples. Embolden us in our shared ministry to overcome all 

that divides. 

God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

  

With counsel and might, move us to care for creation. As we dream of the 

day when all creatures will flourish alongside one another, guide us in ways 

humanity and all creation will mutually thrive. 

God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

  

With righteousness and faithfulness, encourage nations to live in harmony 

with one another. We pray for international student and teacher  

exchanges, for our partner churches, and for the shared mission of  

Lutheran World Relief and Lutheran Disaster Response. 

God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

  

With steadfastness and encouragement, strengthen those who have lost 

hope in the face of grief, depression, or disease especially those we name 

silently or aloud...  

God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

  

With joy and peace, we remember our ancestors in the faith. Fill us with 

the hope of the Holy Spirit now and into the ages of ages. 

God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

  

Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. 

Amen. 
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PEACE 

  

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

  

After exchanging the peace with those near you, please be seated. 

    

 

WE SHARE THE SUPPER OF THE LORD 

 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 

  

    Ascribe unto the LORD the honor due unto his Name; 

                          bring offerings and come into his courts.       Psalm 96:8 

 

The offering plate is passed. You may also give electronically using the QR 

code on the back cover. 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING             “O Day of Peace”   Parry  

           arr. Black 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

 

OFFERTORY         “Blessed is the One”                            ACS 929 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

  

Let us pray. 

  

Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness  

and streams in the desert. 

Through this meal, satisfy our parched places, 

that we may rejoice and be for the world 

signs of your kingdom come.  

Amen. 

 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

   

It is indeed right, our privilege and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  

 

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 

Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 

Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh. 

 

The celebrant continues with the Words of Institution. 

  

With this bread and cup 

we remember your Word dwelling among us, 

full of grace and truth. 

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 

We look with hope for his coming. 

Come, Lord Jesus. 

  

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 

Come among us. 

Bless this meal. 

May your Word take flesh in us. 

Awaken your people. 

Fill us with your light. 

Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

  

All praise and glory are yours, 

Holy One of Israel, 

Word of God incarnate, 

Power of the Most High, 

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

Please be seated. 

 

An usher will direct you forward for Communion. 

  

Communion is served around the altar rail.  You may kneel or stand.    

  

We use wheat wafers, white grape juice and wine. If you need a gluten free 

wafer, please make that known to the pastor.  

  

For any who desire a blessing, please come forward with your arms 

crossed.  

 

SHARING OF THE BREAD AND WINE 

 

 The body of Christ given for you. 

 The blood of Christ shed for you. 
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COMMUNION HYMN 
 
“Lamb of God”     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MUSIC DURING SHARING OF BREAD AND WINE 

 

Please join in singing the hymns. 
 
“Come Now, O Prince of Peace”                  ELW 247 
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“All Earth is Hopeful”          ELW 266 
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“Wait for the Lord”          ELW 262  
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Please stand as you are able. 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

  

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood, 

strengthen, keep and unite us now and forever.  

Amen. 

  

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

Let us pray. 

 

God our host, 

at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. 

Send us forth, to bear good fruit, as we strive to live  

and love like Jesus. Amen. 

 

 

WE ARE SENT TO SHARE THE GOOD NEWS 

 

BLESSING 

 

May God who comes among us, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

grant you patience in waiting, peace in the darkness, 

and good news to share today and always. 

Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN            “Prepare the Royal Highway”      ELW 264 

 

DISMISSAL 

 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

  

POSTLUDE     “Trumpet Tune: Joy to the World”                   Helman  



 

 

 21 

 
Credits/Acknowledgements 
Intercessory Prayers from Sundays and Seasons by permission under Augsburg 
Liturgies License SAS103467 
 
From sundaysandseasons.com.  Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 
reserved. 
 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
#23663. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian  
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of 
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  
 
All music and lyrics published in this worship service are printed by permission of 
the following licenses: 
OneLicense #A-725570, LicenSing #612800, CCLI #11242717, Augsburg Fortress 
#23663.   
 
Holy: Arranged by Don Huff.  

 

“Come Now, O Prince of Peace” 
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THIS WEEK AT LIVING SAVIOUR 

  

Sunday: December 7 

• 9:15 a.m. Adult Faith Formation 

• 9:15 a.m. Children’s Sunday School 

• 9:15 a.m. Chancel Choir 

• 10:30 a.m. Worship 

• 2:30 p.m. WELCA Christmas Party 
 

Monday: December 8 

• 6:15 p.m. Yoga 4 You 

• 7:00 pm. Scout Troop 165 

  

Tuesday: December 9 

• 9:30 a.m. Yoga 4 You 

• 6:45 p.m. Cub Scouts Pack 265 

 

Wednesday: December 10 

• 10:00 a.m. Bible Study 

• 11:30 a.m. Midweek Advent Service 

• 5:30 p.m. Alleluia Ringers 

• 6:30 p.m. Chancel Choir 

 

Thursday: December 11 

• 9:30 a.m. Yoga 4 You 

• 11:00 a.m. Chair Yoga 

• 6:15 p.m.  Yoga 4 You 

 

Saturday: December 13 

• 9:00 a.m. Breakfast with Santa 

• 10:00 a.m. Choir Dress Rehearsal 

 

Sunday: December 14 

• 9:15 a.m. Adult Faith Formation 

• 9:15 a.m. Children’s Sunday School 

• 9:15 a.m. Chancel Choir 

• 10:30 a.m. Worship 

• 3:00 p.m. Christmas Concert 
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