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I've said before that one of my favorite writers is Ann Weems. In her book, Kneeling
in Bethlehem, she shares a piece called “Toward the Light.” In part, it reads:

Too often our answer to the darkness
is not running toward Bethlehem
but running away.
We ought to know by now that we can't see
where we’re going in the dark.
Running away is rampant...
separation is stylish.
Run and tranquilize,
don't talk about it,
avoid.
Run away and join the [throngs]
of those who have already run away.
When are we going to learn that Christmas Peace
comes only when we turn and face the darkness?
Only then will we be able to see the light of the world.*

I'm not always big on the insistence that each candle on the advent wreath symbolize
a certain something...Mostly because there are so many different traditions as to

what each candle stands for, and folks can get caught up in debate as opposed to
devotion. That said, this year the tradition of the candles serving as reminders that
hope, peace, joy and love ultimately shine through the December darkness seems
particularly apt. Together, may we continue to face the darkness of these days
unafraid. May we be bearers of hope, peace, joy and love so that all whom we
encounter (even those who are running away) will know safety, welcome and light.
And may we be reminded, again and again, that Emmanuel - God with us - sustains
us through and carries us as we strive to live and love like Jesus.

Advent blessings (and an early Merry Christmas).

God’s peace and much love,
+ Pr. Sara

1. Ann Weems, Kneeling in Bethlehem (Westminster/John Knox Press, 1993), 23.

Worship Service Live Streaming:

https://www.youtube.com/@livingsaviourlutheranchurch/streams
or through our website: www.livingsaviourlc.org.



http://www.livingsaviourlc.org

Congregation Acknowledgements!!

December Anniversaries

12/12 - Arlene Treutle-Levine (22)
12/13 - Tim & Cindy Meadows (56)

12/21 - Eddie & Pat Sipe (62) o

12/30 - David & Linda Frixen (42) ' g ey HA_PPY . . {S
-ANNIVERSARY

December Birthdays

12/2 - Barbara Avard

12/3 - Dawn Gibson

12/6 - Gordon Hann

12/8 - Maxine Christ

12/9 - Millie McWilliams, Emily Zeis
12/11 - Larry Wagstaff

12/13 - Matt VanSandt

12/15 - Bob Fleischacker

12/20 - Karen Kaufeld

12/21 - Morgan Parham, Becky VanSandt
12/23 - Ken Kilminster

12/26 - Polly Farris

12/28 - Alexander Levine

12/29 - Cliff llderton

12/31 - Joy Forster




Summary of 16 November 2025 Council Meeting

To complete the property ministry’s walk through Ken Leeser had a friend of
Karen’s drive him over to LSLC and get her observations. She almost turned into Carmel
Chase before she noticed the driveway entrance to LSLC. She recommended an easy-to-
read sign denoting the entrance to the church parking lot. There were handicapped signs
in multiple spots rather than grouped together, some with visitor parking signs mixed in,
and she found this confusing. She found the entrance to the church easily and was also
able to find the Sanctuary even with the doors closed and the lights off. However, the sign
for the restrooms in the Sanctuary is on the door, and this is usually open. We should put
a sign on the wall to the right.

In working on installing the computers to the new monitors for the fellowship hall
and Narthex, Bill Hatcher discovered that our internet speed might not be up to handling
this new project and suggested that we move up to the mid-tier or high tier available
from our provider. The technology team will investigate what options are available to us.

The annual congregational meeting will be held on 25 January 2026, and the
council approved the people recommended by the executive committee to be on the
ballot and they will be contacted by council members to see if they would be willing to
serve and have their names on the ballot.

The stewardship drive will end at the end of the upcoming week, and Laura
should have the results for next Sunday’s service. Members should remember that his

stewardship program is a two-year program, and each month will highlight a different

ministry.

The Ready 4 ABA camp has completed the process of acquiring their own property
and will be gone from LSLC by the end of November. They have been excellent tenants,
and we wish them great success and good luck.

As we work to improve our online and social media presence, it was decided that
we need to have a communications team and this will be discussed at the council retreat
in February.



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C4CACAC29A6F4C16-59914487-2026#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C4CACAC29A6F4C16-59914487-2026#/

Church Information!!

2025 LIVING SAVIOUR CHURCH LEADERSHIP
Name Council Position
Rev. Linda Hatcher | President/ILay Care
Debby Borrelli Vice President/Finance/Stewardship
Gregg Mitchell Secretary/Personnel/Technology
Linda Frixen Faith Formation
Laura Michael Health & Wholeness
Ken Leeser Property
Pat Snodgrass Fellowship
Donna Thomas Outreach
Kay Zimmerman Worship and Music
Laura Schwab Financial Secretary
Susan Hall Treasurer
Pr. Sara Ilderton Pastor/Youth

The next Council Meeting will be on Sunday, December 21, 2025
in the Conference Room.

LIVING SAVIOUR CHURCH STAFF

The Reverend Sara llderton, Pastor pastorsara@livingsaviourlc.org
Don Huff, Minister of Worship and Music dhuff@livingsaviourlc.org
Nancy Mersereau, Organist and Music Assistant nancygqq@aol.com
Laura Schwab, Administrative Assistant office@Islc.church
Susan Hall, Treasurer finance@Islc.church
Carla Gearheart, Childcare Provider carla.gearheart@yahoo.com

Elsie Davis, Preschool Director preschool@lslc.church




December Noisy Offering

Our December Noisy Offering will go to Carolina Refugee Resettlement Agency (CRRA).

CRRA provides resettlement services to refugees and asylees who are escaping violence,
persecution, and repression. At CRRA, we embrace refugees who arrive in Charlotte,
recognizing their troubling experiences, trying to ease their transition into a new country, and
respecting their need to remember where they came from. CRRA’s infrastructure allows us to
settle refugees of all nationalities and religions. The agency, working through HIAS and

the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, receives a Reception & Placement
federal grant distributed through the U.S. Department of State. This grant covers basic

services for refugees during their initial 90 day period of resettlement.

Learn more on their website: https://carolinarefugee.org/

Vanguard Account
The church has set up an account at Vanguard. If you wish to contribute mutual funds,
ETFs or stocks that have an appreciated value, you can contribute these to Living
Saviour’s Vanguard account. By doing so, you can avoid capital gains taxes. If you have

any questions, please contact the church office.

Your Offerings:

Contribute directly to the church through the on-line button on the

website, using the QR code or by mail to:

Living Saviour
6817 Carmel Road
Charlotte, NC 28226

Thank you for your generosity.

Giving Envelopes/Online Giving
It’s hard to believe we area already looking towards 2026! If you have moved away
from using Giving Envelopes, but still received them in 2025 or if you did not receive
envelopes in 2025, but would like to receive then in 2026, please reach out to Laura
Schwab in the church office.
Also, if you would like assistance or have any questions regarding setting up or

managing your online giving account, please reach out to Laura.



http://hias.org/
http://unhcr.org/
https://carolinarefugee.org/

Ministry of Health and Wholeness

During the month of December, we are invited to reflect on how we can
“Create Peace on Earth” by nurturing peace in every part of our lives. Peace
begins within—making space for stillness, prayer, and gratitude so our hearts remain
grounded in God’s love. It grows as we extend grace to others, choosing
understanding over judgment and kindness over hurry. And it reaches the world as
we practice compassion, seek justice, and become instruments of reconciliation in
our communities. As we journey through this season, may each small act of
gentleness, forgiveness, and hope become a light that helps create the peace our
world longs for.

Creating Inner Peace
e Set aside 5 minutes each day for quiet prayer or reflection.
e Practice gratitude by writing down three blessings each morning.

e Limit stressful media or social scrolling and replace it with a calming ritual
(a walk, candlelight, soft music, Scripture reading).
Creating Peace with Others

Offer forgiveness to someone you’ve been holding tension with—even if just in
your heart to start.

Reach out to someone who may be lonely or hurting with a call, card, or visit.

Practice “slow kindness”"—speaking gently, listening fully, and choosing patience
in busy holiday moments.
Creating Peace in the World

e Donate to or volunteer with a local group supporting families in need.
e Participate in a church mission project or acts of service in the community.

e Look for one way each week to reduce harm and increase care—such as buying
from a local maker, reducing waste, or sharing resources.

Romans 12:18 "If it is possible, as far as it depends on
you, live at peace with everyone.”

Active Exercise Opportunities:
¢ Yoga 4 You:
Mondays - 6:15 p.m.
Tuesdays - 9:30 a.m.
Thursdays - 9:30 a.m. and 6:15 p.m.
¢ Saturdays - 10:00 a.m.
¢ Chair Yoga
¢ Thursdays - 11:00 a.m.




CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24TH

CHILDREN'’S SERVICE
3:00 pm

TRADITIONAL SERVICE
5:00 pm

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry will not meet in December We will continue having our meetings on
the second Tuesday of the month at 10:00 a.m. beginning in the new year. Our next meeting
will be January 13, 2026.

This ministry makes prayer shawls for church members and others who are in need of prayer
and comfort.

If you knit or crochet and would like to participate in this ministry, please join us or contact
Jeanne Davis at jeannedavis88@att.net with questions.

QUILT MINISTRY

The Quilt Ministry will meet on December 2nd at 11am. Our meetings are held
on the first Tuesday of each month and our next scheduled meeting will be
January 6, 2026.

If you are unfamiliar with this ministry, we create three layered, pieced and tied
quilts of a specified size for Lutheran World Relief. These quilts are sent to areas in
crisis around the world.

While we have plenty of fabric to create the quilts, we are in need of three things
for the success of this ministry...

e New or gently used twin sheets, preferably darker colors or prints. These are
the perfect size to serve as the backing fabric for the quilts.

e At-home sewing participants to sew quilt squares together for the quilt tops
and for the final straight-line border stitching to complete the quilts.

e Additional workshop participants! No experience needed and all supplies are
provided. Interested? Contact Alice Jenkins at
jenkinsalice2019@gmail.com, or just come to a workshop!



mailto:jeannedavis88@att.net
mailto:jenkinsalice2019@gmail.com

Room In The Inn - Winter 2026

Starting January 4, Living Saviour is scheduled to open another season
of Room In The Inn. Each Sunday night in January and February, our
volunteers, driving a rental van, will pick up 12 homeless neighbors -
men, women and, often, children - at the Roof Above Center and bring
them to our church where other volunteers greet them with a cot, clean
showers and a hearty meal. Two volunteers stay through the night and
wake everybody at 5 a.m. for breakfast, a bagged lunch to go and the
rental van trip back to Charlotte Transit Center. Later that day, other
teams of volunteers wash sheets and towels, take out the trash, and
refresh bathrooms and showers. As you can see, it takes numbers of
volunteers to address the many parts of this ministry for the

8 consecutive Sunday nights of the Shelter season. There are some
returning volunteers in every category, but many additional volunteers
are also needed for us to be able to continue this meaningful ministry
serving our neighbors in the coldest months of the season. Please look
at the info/sign-up sheets posted on the counter in the Fellowship
gathering area and consider adding your name to an area where you
may feel called to serve our less fortunate neighbors.

Need more information?
Contact Alice Jenkins at jenkinsalice2019@gmail.com or
Michelle Sullivan at tiainsley2@gmail.com!

A few items that are needed for the comfort and well being of our
neighbors:

Travel size deodorant
Travel size toothpaste
Word search booklets
Washcloths

These items can be found at Dollar Tree stores.
A collection basket is located near the mailboxes.



mailto:jenkinsalice2019@gmail.com
mailto:tiainsley2@gmail.com

Calling all women of Living Saviour!
Please join us for our annual WELCA Christmas party on Sunday,
December 7, 2:30 pm at the home of Pat Snodgrass. The address is 15203
McComb Manor Court, Charlotte, 28277. Bring an appetizer to share, but if
you run out of baking time, come anyway! There will be plenty to eat. Also,
bring a Christmas ornament wrapped for our fun ornament exchange. Finally,
we will be receiving donations for the Diaper Bank of NC. See you there!




FAITH FORMATION!!

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN, YOUTH AND ADULTS:

ADULTS—Class will meet at 9:15 a.m. in the Education Wing. We will
be reading The Tears of Things by Richard Rohr. All are welcome!

The Tears of Things is a book that explores the prophetic wisdom found
in the Hebrew prophets, urging readers to transform anger and grief
into compassionate action and understanding. Rohr uses the prophets'
journey from anger to lamentation as a model for navigating a world
filled with injustice and suffering, emphasizing the importance of
vulnerability and recognizing the interconnectedness of all things.

CHILDREN—Class meets at 9:15 a.m. downstairs.

e Children (ages 2 years through 3rd grade) will have Bible stories and
hands-on experiences that support the story. Parents are welcome
to join in the class!

e Upper Elementary/Middle Schoolers (4th-7th) will be exposed to
relevant subjects (pop culture, trending topics and fascinating
events) that will help them recognize how God's Word relates to
them here and now.

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE/BOOK STUDY
The Group meets each Wednesday at 10:00 a.m.

Have you always wanted to learn more about the four major religions, but
you didn't want to read a technical/dry book? Then be sure to join us for our
next book, Why Did Jesus, Moses, the Buddha, and Mohammed Cross
the Road by Brian D. McLaren. It is available on Amazon as well as your
favorite bookstore. We will begin October 29 - but you can catch up easily,
as chapters are short!

GATHERING@theTable

Gathering@theTable will meet in December on the 4th and 18th.
Please bring your own dinner.




Praying for Possibilities!

11/24-12/1 - Laura Michael and Cathy Lyall
12/1-12/8 - Marty Jenkins and Don Huff
12/8-12/15 - Charlie & Kay Zimmerman
12/15-12/22 - Frank DeLoache and Mike Roser
12/22-12/29 - Mary Ann Eller and Janet Axtman
12/29-1/4 - Patricia & John Maisel

UPCOMING EVENTS!

DECEMBER 6 - Craft Fair - 9am-2pm
Goodies are needed for the bake sale!

DECEMBER 7 - WELCA Christmas Party - 2:30pm

DECEMBER 13 - Breakfast with Santa - 9am - 11am
Registration is open on our website!

DECEMBER 14 - Christmas Concert - 3pm
Finger foods are needed for the reception after!

SMITHFIELD FOOD PANTRY

We can begin to stock the Smithfield Food Pantry! Below is a list of
items requested. All items must be non-perishable. These items can be
placed in the donation bins.

boxes of milk granola bars

peanut butter oatmeal

jelly grits

tortillas cereal

canned tuna/chicken honey

cans of soup ramen noodles

pasta pasta sauce (plastic jars)




DECEMBER 2025

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 6
6:15 p.m. Yoga [ 6:30 a.m. Coffee 10:00 a.m. Bible Study [ 9:30 a.m. Yoga 9:00 a.m. Craft Fair
7:00 p.m.Boy [ for Carmel Chase |11:30a.m. Advent 11:00 a.m. Chair 10:00 a.m. Yoga
Scout Troop 9:30 a.m. Yoga Worship Yoga 10:00 a.m. Choir
165 10:00 a.m. Tree 5:30 p.m. Alleluia 6:15 p.m. Rehearsal
Decorating Ringers Gathering@theTable
11:00 a.m. Quilt 6:30 p.m. Choir 6:15 p.m. Yoga
Ministry Rehearsal
6:45 p.m. Cub
Scout Pack 265
7 Advent2 8 9 10 11 12 13
9:15 a.m. Choir Rehearsal | 6:15 p.m. Yoga |9:30 a.m. Yoga 10:00 a.m. Bible Study | 9:30 a.m. Yoga 9:00 a.m. Breakfast
9:15 a.m. Adult Faith 7:00 p.m. Boy 10:00 a.m. Prayer |11:30 a.m. Advent 11:00 a.m. Chair with Santa
Formation & Children’s Scout Troop Shawl Ministry Worship Yoga 10:00 a.m. Yoga
Sunday School 165 6:45 p.m. Cub 5:30 p.m. Alleluia 11:30 a.m. 1:00 p.m. Concert
10:30 a.m. Worship Scout Pack 265 Ringers 6:15 p.m. Yoga Dress Rehearsal
Live Streamed 6:30 p.m. Choir
2:30 p.m. WELCA Rehearsal
Christmas Party
14 Advent 3 15 16 17 18 19 20
9:15 a.m. Choir Rehearsal | 6:15 p.m. Yoga |9:30 a.m. Yoga 10:00 a.m. Bible Study [ 9:30 a.m. Yoga 3:30 p.m. 10:00 a.m. Yoga
9:15 a.m. Adult Faith 7:00 p.m.Boy [ 6:45 p.m. Cub 11:30 a.m. Advent 11:00 a.m. Chair Nancy
Formation & Children’s Scout Troop Scout Pack 265 Worship Yoga Mersereau
Sunday School 165 6:15 p.m. Recital
10:30 a.m. Worship Gathering@theTable
Live Streamed 6:15 p.m. Yoga
3:00 p.m. Christmas
Concert
21 Advent4 22 23 24  Christmas Eve 25 26 27
9:15 a.m. Bell/Choir 6:15 p.m. Yoga |[9:30 a.m. Yoga Church Office Closed Merry Christmas! 10:00 a.m. Yoga
Rehearsal 3:00 p.m. Children’s Church Office Closed
9:15 a.m. Adult Faith Christmas Eve Service
Formation & Children’s 5:00 p.m. Traditional
Sunday School Christmas Eve Service
10:30 a.m. Worship
Live Streamed
11:30 a.m. Monthly
Council Meeting
28 29 30 31 New Years Eve
9:15 a.m. Choir Rehearsal | 6:15 p.m. Yoga |[9:30 a.m. Yoga Church Office Closed

9:15 a.m. Adult Faith
Formation & Children’s
Sunday School

10:30 a.m. Worship
Live Streamed




