LIVING SAVIOUR LUTHERAN CHURCH
CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA
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TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
NOVEMBER 16, 2025

Living Saviour Lutheran Church is a faith community
striving to live and love as Jesus did, eagerly welcoming all

and bringing healing, help, and hope to the world.



WELCOME TO WORSHIP!

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS TODAY:
Assisting Minister - Donna Thomas
Crucifer - Jackson Thom
Acolyte - Charlie Parham

INSTRUMENTALIST TODAY:
Trumpet - Gordon Hann
Woodwinds - Barbara Tobin

THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given by Linda Frixen and her siblings, John, Greg and
Kathy, in celebration of their mother, Margaret Krause, on her 90th birthday (11/19).

THIS WORSHIP FOLDER contains all elements of the worship service. It is designed
to encourage your participation. Please read the words in bold print and join in the
singing of all hymns. Italicized words are instructions.

RESTROOMS are located at the back of the sanctuary and down the short hallway.

WE WELCOME CHILDREN IN OUR WORSHIP SERVICES!

Parents, you are always welcome to bring your children to worship with you. If you are
comfortable and prefer having them in supervised childcare, it is available and is under
the very capable and loving supervision of Ms. Carla. The Childcare Room is down the
steps as you enter the gathering area outside the sanctuary. Someone will be happy to
direct you there.

e CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BULLETINS for readers and non-readers are available on
the welcome table where the worship folders are located.

e QUIET BAGS for use by children during worship have been updated and arranged by
age groups. They are located to the left as you enter the sanctuary. Please feel free
to pick one up and replace it on the hooks when you leave.

e SPARK FAMILY MAGAZINES are available on the welcome table and are free for
the taking!

NEIGHBOR BAGS have been assembled and are located in the blue bin outside of the
sanctuary. Please take a few to keep in your car and hand out when the opportunity
arises.

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES are on page 20.

NOISY OFFERING for November will go to Lutheran World Relief. They provide aid in
emergencies and help families restore their lives. They partner with communities to
build and grow rural economies. They break the cycle of poverty, so families and
communities can thrive. Their goal is to help people build self sufficiency and create new
community owned approaches to problem solving that will last long after their projects
end. Learn more on their website: www.lwr.org

NOVEMBER 2025 HEALTH AND WHOLENESS
The November theme for Health and Wholeness is Colon and Prostate Cancers.

Tip #3: Colon cancer begins in the first section of the large intestines. It usually begins
as a polyp in the colon that becomes cancerous. Polyps don’t cause symptoms but are
found and removed during regularly scheduled colonoscopies. If untreated, colon cancer
can spread to other parts of the body.

Isaiah 38:16 Lord, by such things people live; and my spirit finds life in them too.
You restored me to health and let me live.


http://www.lwr.org

WE GATHER IN CHRIST’'S NAME
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE “Fairest Lord Jesus” Ladies’ Ensemble
(Joyce Godwin, Lucy Ilderton, Pastor Sara, Maria Rozhin, Riley Skidmore,
Pat Snodgrass, Elizabeth Wise)

Please stand as you are able.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father,
and of the + Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ,
and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins,
in the name of the Father, and of the ++ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Please turn to face the processional cross.
As the cross passes your row, please turn to the altar.



GATHERING HYMN

“How Firm a Foundation” ELW 796
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1 How firm a foun - da - tion, O saints of the Lord,
2 “Fear not, I am with you, oh, be not dis - mayed,
3 “When through fi - ’ry tri - als your path - way shall lie,
4 “Through - out all their life - time my peo - ple shall prove
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is laid for your faith in Christ Je - sus, the Word!
for I am your God and will still give you  aid;
my grace, all - suf - fi - cient, shall be your sup - ply.
my sov - ’reign, e - ter - mnal, un - change - a - ble love;
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What more can he  say than to  you he has  said
I’ll strength - en  you, help you, and cause you to  stand,
The  flames shall not hurt you; | on - ly de - sign
and then, when gray hairs shall their tem - ples a - dorn,
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who un - to the Sav - ior for ref - uge have fled?
up - held by my righ - teous,om - nip - o - tent hand.”
your dross to con - sume and your gold to re - fine”
like lambs  they shall still in my bo - som be borne.”

Text: J. Rippon, A Selection of Hymns, 1787, alt.

Music: FOUNDATION, Early American




GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

O God, the protector of all who trust in you,

without you nothing is strong, nothing is holy. Embrace us with
your mercy, that with you as our ruler and guide, we may live
through what is temporary without losing what is eternal, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Please be seated.

WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD
FIRST READING: Malachi 4:1-2
A reading from Malachi.

1 See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and
all evildoers will be stubble; the day that comes shall burn them up, says
the Lord of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch. 2But
for you who revere my name the sun of righteousness shall rise, with
healing in its wings. You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 98
Please read responsively.

1Sing a new song to the Lord, who has done marvelous things,
whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory.

20 Lord, you have made known your victory,
you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the
nations.

3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of
Israel;
all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.

4Shout with joy to the Lord, 'all you lands;
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.

>Sing to the Lord with the harp,
with the harp and the voice of song.

S With trumpets and the sound of the horn
shout with joy before the king, the Lord.

’Let the sea roar, and all that fills it,
the world and those who dwell therein.

8 Let the rivers clap their hands,
and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord,
who comes to judge the earth.

°The Lord will judge the world with righteousness

and the peoples with equity.

Please stand as you are able to welcome the gospel.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Cantor sings Alleluia. All sing Alleluia.
Cantor sings verse. All repeat Alleluia.
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Verse:

Stand up and ! raise your heads,* because your redemption is | drawing
near. (Luke 21:28)

GOSPEL: Luke 21:5-19

The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

>When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with
beautiful stones and gifts dedicated to God, [Jesus] said, ®“As for these
things that you see, the days will come when not one stone will be left

upon another; all will be thrown down.”

’They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign
that this is about to take place?” 8 And he said, “Beware that you are not
led astray, for many will come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The
time is near!” Do not go after them.

9“When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified, for these
things must take place first, but the end will not follow immediately.”
%Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation and kingdom
against kingdom; ' there will be great earthquakes and in various places
famines and plagues, and there will be dreadful portents and great signs
from heaven.

12vBut before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you;
they will hand you over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought
before kings and governors because of my name. *3>This will give you an
opportunity to testify. *So make up your minds not to prepare your
defense in advance, *°for I will give you words and a wisdom that none of
your opponents will be able to withstand or contradict. ®You will be
betrayed even by parents and siblings, by relatives and friends, and they
will put some of you to death. !’ You will be hated by all because of my
name. ¥ But not a hair of your head will perish. ° By your endurance you
will gain your souls.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



Please be seated.

CHILDREN'’S MESSAGE/NOISY OFFERING

SERMON Pastor Sara Ilderton
Please stand as you are able.

HYMN OF THE DAY "“When Our World is Rent by Violence” ACS 1052
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1 When our world is rent by vio-lence and our lives are
2 When our cit - ies stand for - sak - en and the poor must
3 When our lives are burnt to ash - es and our hopes fade
4 Raise up beau - ty from the ash - es; end our vio - lence;
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lam-en - ta - tion seek - ing ref - uge and re - lief.
lam-en - ta - tion: wak - en jus - tice  from the  dead!
lam-en - ta - tion: Come, Lord Je - sus, to re - deem!
is e - vic - ted, and all works of ha - tred cease.

Text: David Bjorlin, b. 1984
Music: FORTUNATUS NEW, Carl F. Schalk, b. 1929

Text © 2015 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved.
Music © 1967 Concordia Publishing House, cph.org. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, the world,
and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

God of roots and branches, defend the leaders of your church as they
proclaim the gospel using discernment, wisdom, and brave testimony. We
pray especially for Bishop Emily Hartner, our new synodical bishop. Keep
all the baptized on righteous paths in response to Christ’s call.

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of roaring seas, in a world of earthquake, famine, and plague, use
your mighty power to nurture the land and all that lives upon it. Restore
peoples and places experiencing natural disasters. Strengthen
organizations who provide aid to any in crisis.

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of victory, among quests for power, guide those in government,
courts, law enforcement agencies, and the military. Turn them from war
and violence to actions of care that build up the common good.

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of healing, where injustice and exploitation result in populations that
are marginalized or underserved, accompany those abandoned by friends,
hurt by family, and harmed by violence or oppression. Care for all who are
ill, anxious, or in pain of any kind especially those we name aloud or in the
silence of our hearts...

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of new songs, in a congregation of faithful believers, energize us for
compassionate service and delight us through worship and inspired prayer.
Encourage your people in building equitable community where all are
valued.

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.



God of every generation, we remember the saints with steadfast love and
faithfulness. Confident in Christ’s victory over death, may we be inspired by
the example of the faithful.

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We offer these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your grace and
unyielding love; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

After exchanging the peace with those near you, please be seated.

WE SHARE THE SUPPER OF THE LORD
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have,
for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.
Hebrews 13:16

The offering plate is passed. You may also give electronically using the QR
code on the back cover.

MUSICAL OFFERING “Oh Sing to the Lord a New Song” John Leavitt
(Text from Psalm 98)

Please stand as you are able.



OFFERING HYMN “Create in Me a Clean Heart” W&P 35
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OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.

God of healing and hope,

you bless those who are hungry,

promising to fill them with good things.

Fulfill that promise through us and these your gifts.

Nourish us with the abundance of your feast

and unite us into the blessed body of Jesus Christ our Savior,
now and forever.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our privilege and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

11
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy are you, O God and holy is your Son Jesus.

In him you revealed the fullness of your grace. He came among us sowing
seeds of faith and love; walking this earth, feeding the hungry, calling the lost,
caring for the forgotten, healing those who reached out, teaching those who
sought wisdom, and revealing your kingdom in our midst.

When he was betrayed by his friends and killed by his enemies, you abolished
death and raised him to life.

The celebrant continues with the Words of Institution.
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With this bread and this cup, we celebrate the meal Jesus asked us to
share as we proclaim the mystery of our faith:

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.

Holy Spirit, come now among us.

Bless these gifts of bread and wine,

and in receiving them, bless us,

that we may become Christ’s body in the world,
bringing healing, help, and hope to all.

All glory and praise to you Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

13



INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Please be seated.
An usher will direct you forward for Communion.
Communion is served at the head of the aisle.

We use wheat wafers and wine. If you need a gluten free wafer, please make
that known to the pastor.

For any who desire a blessing, please come forward with your arms crossed.

SHARING OF THE BREAD AND WINE

The body of Christ given for you.
The blood of Christ shed for you.

COMMUNION HYMN

“Lamb of God” Setting 9
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“When Peace Like a River” ELW 785
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Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 18281888
Music: VILLE DU HAVRE, Philip P. Bliss, 1838-1876
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“Canticle of the Turning”
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“Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am” ELW 814
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Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949

Music: TAKE ME AS T AM, John L. Bell

Text and music © 1995 lona Community. GIA Publications. Inc.. agent. 7404 5. Mason Ave.. Chicago, IL 60638.
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Please stand as you are able.
COMMUNION BLESSING

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood,
strengthen, keep and unite us now and forever.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.

God of field and flower, wheat and grape,

you have nourished us with the bread of heaven

that gives life to the world.

Strengthened by the spiritual food of the body and blood of your
Son, send us out into the world, striving to live and love as Jesus
did, welcoming all, and bringing healing, help and hope to the
world in Christ’'s name.

Amen.

WE ARE SENT TO SHARE THE GOOD NEWS
BLESSING

The love of God the Sovereign strengthen you,

God the Son save you,

and God the Holy Spirit anoint you for the work ahead.
The holy Trinity bless you

and grant you a faithful and courageous heart

now and forever.

Amen.
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SENDING HYMN "0 God, Our Help in Ages Past” ELW 632
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our shel-ter from the storm-y blast, and our ¢ - ter-nal home:
suf - fi-cient is your arm a - lone, and our de-fense 1is sure.

from ev - er - last - ing you are God, to end-less years the  same.
short as the watch that ends the night be - fore the ris-ing  sun.
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5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 6 O God, our help in ages past,
bears all our years away;

our hope for years to come,
we fly forgotten, as a dream

still be our guard while troubles last
dies at the op’ning day. and our eternal home!

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674—1748, alt.
Music: ST. ANNE, William Croft, 1678-1727

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

POSTLUDE “We Gather Together to Ask the Lord’s Blessing” Alston
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THIS WEEK AT LIVING SAVIOUR

Sunday: November 16

e« 9:15 a.m. Adult Faith Formation
e« 9:15 a.m. Children’s Sunday School
e« 9:15 a.m. Chancel Choir

e 10:30 a.m. Worship

e 12:00 p.m. Monthly Council Meeting
Monday: November 17

e 6:15p.m. Yoga 4 You

e 7:00 pm. Scout Troop 165

Tuesday: November 18
e 9:30 a.m. Yoga 4 You
e 6:45 p.m. Cub Scouts Pack 265

Wednesday: November 19
e 10:00 a.m. Bible Study

e 5:30 p.m. Alleluia Ringers
e 6:30 p.m. Chancel Choir

Thursday: November 20

e 9:30 a.m. Yoga 4 You

e 10:30 a.m. Preschool International Lunch
e 11:00 a.m. Chair Yoga

e 6:15p.m. Yoga 4 You

Saturday: November 22
e 10:00 a.m. Yoga 4 You

Sunday: November 23

e 9:15 a.m. Adult Faith Formation

e 9:15 a.m. Children’s Sunday School
e 9:15 a.m. Chancel Choir

e 10:30 a.m. Worship
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Liturgies License SAS103467
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Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License
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New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian
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All music and lyrics published in this worship service are printed by permission of
the following licenses:
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“Canticle of the Turning”

Text: Rory Cooney, b. 1952, based on the Magnificat

Music: STAR OF COUNTY DOWN, Irish traditional

Text © 1990 GIA Publications, Ing., 7404 S, Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800,442.3358,
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copynght administrator.
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