SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR SUNDAY August 22, 2021
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
FIRST READING: Matthew 6:9-15 The Message
7-13 “The world is full of so-called prayer warriors who are prayerignorant. They’re full of formulas and programs and advice,
peddling techniques for getting what you want from God. Don’t fall
for that nonsense. This is your Father you are dealing with, and he
knows better than you what you need. With a God like this loving
you, you can pray very simply. Like this:
Our Father in heaven,
Reveal who you are.
Set the world right;
Do what’s best—
as above, so below.
Keep us alive with three square meals.
Keep us forgiven with you and forgiving others.
Keep us safe from ourselves and the Devil.
You’re in charge!
You can do anything you want!
You’re ablaze in beauty!
Yes. Yes. Yes.
14-15 “In prayer there is a connection between what God does
and what you do. You can’t get forgiveness from God, for instance,
without also forgiving others. If you refuse to do your part, you cut
yourself off from God’s part.

Psalm 32:1-5
1 Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven,
whose sin is covered.
2 Happy are those to whom the Lord imputes no iniquity,
and in whose spirit there is no deceit.
3 While I kept silence, my body wasted away
through my groaning all day long.
4 For day and night your hand was heavy upon me;
my strength was dried up[a] as by the heat of summer.
5 Then I acknowledged my sin to you,
and I did not hide my iniquity;
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,”
and you forgave the guilt of my sin.
GOSPEL: Matthew 18:21-35 The Message
21 At that point Peter got up the nerve to ask, “Master, how many
times do I forgive a brother or sister who hurts me? Seven?”
22 Jesus replied, “Seven! Hardly. Try seventy times seven.
23-25 “The kingdom of God is like a king who decided to square
accounts with his servants. As he got under way, one servant was
brought before him who had run up a debt of a hundred thousand
dollars. He couldn’t pay up, so the king ordered the man, along
with his wife, children, and goods, to be auctioned off at the slave
market.
26-27 “The poor wretch threw himself at the king’s feet and
begged, ‘Give me a chance and I’ll pay it all back.’ Touched by his
plea, the king let him off, erasing the debt.
28 “The servant was no sooner out of the room when he came
upon one of his fellow servants who owed him ten dollars. He
seized him by the throat and demanded, ‘Pay up. Now!’
29-31 “The poor wretch threw himself down and begged, ‘Give me
a chance and I’ll pay it all back.’ But he wouldn’t do it. He had him
arrested and put in jail until the debt was paid. When the other
servants saw this going on, they were outraged and brought a
detailed report to the king.

32-35 “The king summoned the man and said, ‘You evil servant! I
forgave your entire debt when you begged me for mercy. Shouldn’t
you be compelled to be merciful to your fellow servant who asked
for mercy?’ The king was furious and put the screws to the man
until he paid back his entire debt. And that’s exactly what my
Father in heaven is going to do to each one of you who doesn’t
forgive unconditionally anyone who asks for mercy.”

