SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR SUNDAY, August 8, 2021
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
FIRST READING: Isaiah 52:7-12
7How beautiful upon the mountains
are the feet of the messenger who announces peace,
who brings good news,
who announces salvation,
who says to Zion, "Your God reigns."
8Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices,
together they sing for joy;
for in plain sight they see
the return of the LORD to Zion.
9 Break forth together into singing,
you ruins of Jerusalem;
for the LORD has comforted his people,
he has redeemed Jerusalem.
10The LORD has bared his holy arm
before the eyes of all the nations;
and all the ends of the earth shall see
the salvation of our God.
11Depart, depart, go out from there!
Touch no unclean thing;
go out from the midst of it, purify yourselves,
you who carry the vessels of the LORD.
12For you shall not go out in haste,
and you shall not go in flight;
for the LORD will go before you,
and the God of Israel will be your rear guard.

Psalm 95
1O come, let us sing to the LORD;
let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!
2Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;
let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!
3For the LORD is a great God,
and a great King above all gods.
4In his hand are the depths of the earth;
the heights of the mountains are his also.
5The sea is his, for he made it,
and the dry land, which his hands have formed.
6O come, let us worship and bow down,
let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker!
7For he is our God,
and we are the people of his pasture,
and the sheep of his hand.
GOSPEL: Matthew 20:20-28
20 Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came to him with her
sons, and kneeling before him, she asked a favor of him. 21And he
said to her, "What do you want?" She said to him, "Declare that
these two sons of mine will sit, one at your right hand and one at
your left, in your kingdom." 22But Jesus answered, "You do not
know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I am
about to drink?" They said to him, "We are able." 23He said to
them, "You will indeed drink my cup, but to sit at my right hand
and at my left, this is not mine to grant, but it is for those for
whom it has been prepared by my Father."
24When the ten heard it, they were angry with the two brothers.
25But Jesus called them to him and said, "You know that the rulers
of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones are tyrants
over them. 26It will not be so among you; but whoever wishes to
be great among you must be your servant, 27and whoever wishes
to be first among you must be your slave; 28just as the Son of
Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a
ransom for many."

