SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR SUNDAY, August 1, 2021
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
FIRST READING: Exodus 3:1-6;13-15
Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest
of Midian; he led his flock beyond the wilderness, and came to
Horeb, the mountain of God. 2There the angel of the LORD
appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and
the bush was blazing, yet it was not consumed. 3Then Moses said,
"I must turn aside and look at this great sight, and see why the
bush is not burned up." 4When the LORD saw that he had turned
aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, "Moses, Moses!"
And he said, "Here I am." 5Then he said, "Come no closer! Remove
the sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing
is holy ground." 6He said further, "I am the God of your father, the
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob." And
Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.
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But Moses said to God, "If I come to the Israelites and say to
them, 'The God of your ancestors has sent me to you,' and they
ask me, 'What is his name?' what shall I say to them?" 14God said
to Moses, " I AM WHO I AM." He said further, "Thus you shall say
to the Israelites, ' I AM has sent me to you.'" 15God also said to
Moses, "Thus you shall say to the Israelites, 'The LORD, the God of
your ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the
God of Jacob, has sent me to you':
This is my name forever,
and this my title for all generations.
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SECOND READING: Ezekiel 36:22-28
Therefore say to the house of Israel, “Thus says the Lord GOD: It
is not for your sake, O house of Israel, that I am about to act, but
for the sake of my holy name, which you have profaned among the
nations to which you came. 23I will sanctify my great name, which
has been profaned among the nations, and which you have
profaned among them; and the nations shall know that I am the
LORD, says the Lord GOD, when through you I display my holiness
before their eyes. 24I will take you from the nations, and gather
you from all the countries, and bring you into your own land. 25I
will sprinkle clean water upon you, and you shall be clean from all
your uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. 26A
new heart I will give you, and a new spirit I will put within you;
and I will remove from your body the heart of stone and give you a
heart of flesh. 27I will put my spirit within you, and make you follow
my statutes and be careful to observe my ordinances. 28Then you
shall live in the land that I gave to your ancestors; and you shall
be my people, and I will be your God.
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GOSPEL: Matthew 6.5-14
"And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they
love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners,
so that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have
received their reward. 6But whenever you pray, go into your room
and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and
your Father who sees in secret will reward you.
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"When you are praying, do not heap up empty phrases as the
Gentiles do; for they think that they will be heard because of their
many words.
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Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before
you ask him.
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"Pray then in this way:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name.
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Your kingdom come.
Your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
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Give us this day our daily bread.
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And forgive us our debts,
as we also have forgiven our debtors.
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And do not bring us to the time of trial,
but rescue us from the evil one.
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For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father
will also forgive you; 15but if you do not forgive others, neither will
your Father forgive your trespasses.
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