Scripture Readings for February 10, 2019 Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany

1 Corinthians 15 The Message (MSG)

15 2 Friends, let me go over the Message with you one final time— this Message that |
proclaimed and that you made your own; this Message on which you took your stand and by
which your life has been saved. (I'm assuming, now, that your belief was the real thing and not a
passing fancy, that you’re in this for good and holding fast.)

39 The first thing | did was place before you what was placed so emphatically before me: that
the Messiah died for our sins, exactly as Scripture tells it; that he was buried; that he was raised
from death on the third day, again exactly as Scripture says; that he presented himself alive to
Peter, then to his closest followers, and later to more than five hundred of his followers all at the
same time, most of them still around (although a few have since died); that he then spent time
with James and the rest of those he commissioned to represent him; and that he finally
presented himself alive to me. It was fitting that | bring up the rear. | don’t deserve to be
included in that inner circle, as you well know, having spent all those early years trying my best
to stamp God’s church right out of existence.

10-11 But because God was so gracious, so very generous, here | am. And I’'m not about to let his
grace go to waste. Haven't | worked hard trying to do more than any of the others? Even then,
my work didn’t amount to all that much. It was God giving me the work to do, God giving me the
energy to do it. So whether you heard it from me or from those others, it's all the same: We
spoke God’s truth and you entrusted your lives.

Gospel Luke 5:1-11 (NRSV)

'0Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd was pressing in
on him to hear the word of God, *he saw two boats there at the shore of the lake; the fishermen
had gone out of them and were washing their nets. :He got into one of the boats, the one
belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little way from the shore. Then he sat down and
taught the crowds from the boat. ‘When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out
into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch.” sSimon answered, “Master, we have
worked all night long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, | will let down the nets.” sWhen
they had done this, they caught so many fish that their nets were beginning to break. 'So they
signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both
boats, so that they began to sink. :But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees,
saying, “Go away from me, Lord, for | am a sinful man!” ¢For he and all who were with him were
amazed at the catch of fish that they had taken; *and so also were James and John, sons of
Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from
now on you will be catching people.” "When they had brought their boats to shore, they left
everything and followed him.



