L H EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
TOday S Read'ngs SEPTEMBER 23, 2018

Reading: James 3:13-4:3, 7, 8 (Common English Bible)

'3 Are any of you wise and understanding? Show that your actions are good with a
humble lifestyle that comes from wisdom. " However, if you have bitter jealousy
and selfish ambition in your heart, then stop bragging and living in ways that deny
the truth. ' This is not the wisdom that comes down from above. Instead, it is from
the earth, natural and demonic. '®\Wherever there is jealousy and selfish ambition,
there is disorder and everything that is evil. '” What of the wisdom from above?
First, it is pure, and then Eeaceful, gentle, obedient, filled with mercy and good ac-
tions, fair, and genuine. "® Those who make peace sow the seeds of justice by their
peaceful acts.

4 What is the source of conflict among you? What is the source of your disputes?
Don’t they come from your cravings that are at war in your own lives? 2 You long
for something you don’t have, so you commit murder. You are jealous for some-
thing you can’t get, so you struggle and fight. You don’t have because you don’t
ask. >You ask and don’t have because you ask with evil intentions, to waste it on
your own cravings.

Therefore, submit to God. Resist the devil, and he will run away from you.

8 Come near to God, and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners.
Purify your hearts, you double-minded.

Gospel: Mark 9:30-37

¥[Jesus and the disciples went on] and passed through Galilee. He did not want
anyone to know it;*'for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of
Man is to be betrayed into human hands, and they will kill him, and three days after
being killed, he will rise again.” **But they did not understand what he was saying
and were afraid to ask him.

3Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them,
“What were you arguing about on the way?” **But they were silent, for on the way
they had argued with one another who was the greatest. *>He sat down, called the
twelve, and said to them, “Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant
of all.” **Then he took a little child and put it among them; and taking it in his arms,
he said to them, ¥“Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me,
and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.”



