
 

 

The Gifts of Advent:  

Speech and Silence 
December 9, 2018: Week 2 of Advent 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gifts of Advent  

Week 1: The Gift of Patience 

Week 2: The Gift of Speech and Silence 

Week 3: The Gift of Hope  

Week 4: The Gift of Family 
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Use this weekly advent devotional for you to use at home, in the car, 

while waiting, at work, alone, with family, or in a group. This is for you! 

Advent preparations. If you would like to follow along with Pastor Angela, 

check out the Living Saviour YouTube channel 

 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCuMJ5vxpQpMZLB8638JxE_w 

 

The Gift of Speech and Silence 
 

Encountering the angel of the Lord, Zechariah was struck 

speechless. His imposed silence became a time to reflect on 

the wonders of God. Like Zechariah, we are called at times 

to be silent and listen, at other times to shout with joy. 

 

Gather 

Gather your thoughts, family, friends, self, as we begin. You 

may speak the words of the dialogue, or silently read them.  

 

Dialogue   
For everything there is a season: 
A time to keep silence, and a time to speak. 
For God alone my soul waits in silence; 
from God alone comes my salvation. 
I will not hide God’s saving help within my heart. 
I will speak of God’s faithfulness and steadfast love. 
May the words of our mouths and the meditations of our 
hearts 

be acceptable to God, our rock and our redeemer. 
 

Light your candles 

At this time, light the first and second 

candles on your Advent Wreath. If you 

don’t have one, you can simply light a 

candle of any kind, even turn on a 

battery powered one. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCuMJ5vxpQpMZLB8638JxE_w
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Sing/Listen  “Open our Eyes Lord” 

 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ENjbL0O8T9o 

 

Sing, hum, listen, for as long as you would like.   

 

When you are ready, pray the following: 

 

O God for whom we long, we thank you for the gifts of 

speech and silence. Teach us to listen from our hearts and 

speak of your love that we may shout with Zechariah: 

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, who has remembered his 

holy covenant and raised up a mighty Savior. 

We pray in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ, your gift to 

all the world. Amen. 

 

 

Scripture Readings 

 

 Luke 1:5-25 (Common English Bible) 

 
5 During the rule of King Herod of Judea there was a priest 

named Zechariah who belonged to the priestly division of 

Abijah. His wife Elizabeth was a descendant of Aaron. 6 They 

were both righteous before God, blameless in their 

observance of all the Lord’s commandments and 

regulations. 7 They had no children because Elizabeth was 

unable to become pregnant and they both were very 

old. 8 One day Zechariah was serving as a priest before God 

because his priestly division was on duty. 9 Following the 

customs of priestly service, he was chosen by lottery to go 

into the Lord’s sanctuary and burn incense. 10 All the people 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ENjbL0O8T9o
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who gathered to worship were praying outside during this 

hour of incense offering. 11 An angel from the Lord appeared 

to him, standing to the right of the altar of incense. 12 When 

Zechariah saw the angel, he was startled and overcome with 

fear. 
13 The angel said, “Don’t be afraid, Zechariah. Your prayers 

have been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will give birth to your 

son and you must name him John. 14 He will be a joy and 

delight to you, and many people will rejoice at his birth, 15 for 

he will be great in the Lord’s eyes. He must not drink wine 

and liquor. He will be filled with the Holy Spirit even before 

his birth. 16 He will bring many Israelites back to the Lord 

their God. 17 He will go forth before the Lord, equipped with 

the spirit and power of Elijah. He will turn the hearts of 

fathers back to their children, and he will turn the disobedient 

to righteous patterns of thinking. He will make ready a 

people prepared for the Lord.” 
18 Zechariah said to the angel, “How can I be sure of this? 

My wife and I are very old.” 
19 The angel replied, “I am Gabriel. I stand in God’s 

presence. I was sent to speak to you and to bring this good 

news to you. 20 Know this: What I have spoken will come true 

at the proper time. But because you didn’t believe, you will 

remain silent, unable to speak until the day when these 

things happen.” 
21 Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah, and 

they wondered why he was in the sanctuary for such a long 

time. 22 When he came out, he was unable to speak to them. 

They realized he had seen a vision in the temple, for he 

gestured to them and couldn’t speak. 23 When he completed 

the days of his priestly service, he returned 

home. 24 Afterward, his wife Elizabeth became pregnant. She 
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kept to herself for five months, saying, 25 “This is the Lord’s 

doing. He has shown his favor to me by removing my 

disgrace among other people.” 

 
57 When the time came for Elizabeth to have her child, she 

gave birth to a boy.58 Her neighbors and relatives celebrated 

with her because they had heard that the Lord had shown 

her great mercy. 59 On the eighth day, it came time to 

circumcise the child. They wanted to name him Zechariah 

because that was his father’s name. 60 But his mother 

replied, “No, his name will be John.” 
61 They said to her, “None of your relatives have that 

name.” 62 Then they began gesturing to his father to see 

what he wanted to call him. 
63 After asking for a tablet, he surprised everyone by writing, 

“His name is John.”64 At that moment, Zechariah was able to 

speak again, and he began praising God. 
65 All their neighbors were filled with awe, and everyone 

throughout the Judean highlands talked about what had 

happened. 66 All who heard about this considered it carefully. 

They said, “What then will this child be?” Indeed, the Lord’s 

power was with him. 

 

At the conclusion of the reading,  

“God’s words of life for God’s people” 

 

James 1:17-21  Common English Bible (CEB) 

 
17 Every good gift, every perfect gift, comes from above. 

These gifts come down from the Father, the creator of the 

heavenly lights, in whose character there is no change at all. 
18 He chose to give us birth by his true word, and here is the 
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result: we are like the first crop from the harvest of 

everything he created. 
19 Know this, my dear brothers and sisters: everyone should 

be quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to grow angry. 
20 This is because an angry person doesn’t produce God’s 

righteousness. 21 Therefore, with humility, set aside all moral 

filth and the growth of wickedness, and welcome the word 

planted deep inside you—the very word that is able to save 

you. 

“God’s words of life for God’s people” 

 

Reflection  

 

Sit in quiet and ask God to speak to you. Listen.  

What part of the story touched you? Confused you?  

Spoke to you about something in your life now? Something 

to confess, to learn? 

Pray for God’s guidance and revelation. Speak to God from 

your heart. 

 

Prayers 

 

For this time of waiting and watching for the coming of our 

Savior, we give you thanks, O Lord. 

When the Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words, we 

cry to you, O Lord. 

For the hope that shines through the darkest night, we turn 

to you, O Lord. 

For the gift of friends and family who walk with us through 

life, we praise your name, O Lord. 

For those who sorrow in this time of year, we cry for you to 

come, O Lord. 
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For those without voice in this world, and for those who do 

not listen, we cry out for boldness in your name, O Lord.  

 
Gather us all under the promise of your Son, who taught us 
to pray:  
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 
Closing Song 
 

If you have a computer, phone, or tablet, try this link for the 
closing song: 
 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NOxJFN-9_vs 
 
Come Thou Long Expected Jesus  ELW Hymnal, Song 254  
 

OR 

 An Advent piece from 2011, Waiting For You,  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DWWR8NS60dI 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NOxJFN-9_vs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DWWR8NS60dI
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Both songs express our longing for the already but not yet fully 

come Jesus; both are about waiting for Christ to come again and 

redeem the world.  While we wait, we learn the gift of silence and 

speech. 

 

Blessing 

The peace of God accompany your waiting, 

the light of Christ warm your hearts, 

and the joy of the Spirit fill you with hope. 

Amen 
 

Copyright © 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 

December Events: 

Saturday December 15, 8:30-10:00 a.m. Breakfast with Santa, get 

tickets in advance. Or come and help, servers, helpers, needed. 

 

Sunday December 16, 8:30 casual worship; 10:30 a.m. Traditional 

Worship with Children’s Christmas Program presentation.  

 

Monday December 24, 5:00 p.m. and 10:00 p.m. Christmas Eve 

worship services, all with candles and Holy Communion.  

 

Sunday December 30, 8:30 and 10:30 Worship services 

 

 

Bonus! One of Pastor Angela’s favorite worship songs. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DXDGE_lRI0E 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DXDGE_lRI0E

