SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR SUNDAY
February 12, 2023
Sixth Sunday in Epiphany

READING: Deuteronomy 30:15-20

[Moses said to the people:] =See, I have set before you today life
and prosperity, death and adversity. «If you obey the
commandments of the LorD your God that I am commanding you
today, by loving the LorD your God, walking in his ways, and
observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you
shall live and become numerous, and the LorD your God will bless
you in the land that you are entering to possess. vBut if your
heart turns away and you do not hear, but are led astray to bow
down to other gods and serve them, =1 declare to you today that
you shall perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are
crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. »I call heaven and
earth to witness against you today that I have set before you life
and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your
descendants may live, »loving the LORD your God, obeying him,
and holding fast to him; for that means life to you and length of
days, so that you may live in the land that the LorD swore to give
to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.

PSALM: 119:1-8

‘Happy are they whose ' way is blameless,
who follow the teaching ' of the Lord!
‘Happy are they who observe ' your decrees

and seek you with 1 all their hearts,
'who never do ' any wrong,

but always walk ' in your ways.
*You laid down ' your commandments,

that we should ' fully keep them. R
‘Oh, that my ways were made ' so direct



that I might ' keep your statutes!
‘Then I should not be ' put to shame,

when I regard all ' your commandments.
1 will thank you with ' a true heart,

when I have learned your ' righteous judgments.
;I will + keep your statutes;

do not utter- 1 ly forsake me. R

GOSPEL: Matthew 5:25-26, 29-32 (The Message)

25-26 [Jesus said to his disciples] "Suppose you're out on the
street and an old enemy accosts you. Don’t lose a minute. Make
the first move; make things right with him. After all, if you leave
the first move to him, knowing his track record, you're likely to
end up in court, maybe even jail. If that happens, you won't get
out without a stiff fine.

29-30 "Let’s not pretend this is easier than it really is. If you
want to live a morally pure life, here’s what you have to do: You
have to blind your right eye the moment you catch it in a lustful
leer. You have to choose to live one-eyed or else be dumped on a
moral trash pile. And you have to chop off your right hand the
moment you notice it raised threateningly. Better a bloody stump
than your entire being discarded for good in the dump.

31-32 “"Remember the Scripture that says, ‘Whoever divorces his
wife, let him do it legally, giving her divorce papers and her legal
rights’? Too many of you are using that as a cover for selfishness
and whim, pretending to be righteous just because you are
‘legal.’ Please, no more pretending. If you divorce your wife,
you're responsible for making her an adulteress (unless she has
already made herself that by sexual promiscuity). And if you
marry such a divorced adulteress, you're automatically an
adulterer yourself. You can’t use legal cover to mask a moral
failure.



