SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR SUNDAY
December 18, 2022
Fourth Sunday in Advent

FIRST READING: Isaiah 7:10-16 (CEB: Common English Bible)

An Israelite and Aramean military coalition presented a serious threat to
King Ahaz of Judah. In response, Ahaz decided to secure his throne and
kingdom by seeking Assyrian help. Isaiah reminds Ahaz that human
attempts to establish security will fail. The prophet gives the sign that is the
only source of true safety: Emmanuel, God is with us!

10 Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz: 11 “Ask a sign from the Lord
your God. Make it as deep as the grave or as high as heaven.”

12 But Ahaz said, “I won't ask; I won't test the Lord.”

13 Then Isaiah said, “Listen, house of David! Isn’t it enough for
you to be tiresome for people that you are also tiresome before
my God? 14 Therefore, the Lord will give you a sign. The young
woman is pregnant and is about to give birth to a son, and she
will name him Immanuel. 15 He will eat butter and honey, and
learn to reject evil and choose good. 16 Before the boy learns to
reject evil and choose good, the land of the two kings you dread
will be abandoned.

GOSPEL: MATTHEW 1:18-25

Matthew’s story of Jesus’ birth focuses on the role of Joseph, who adopts the
divinely-begotten child into the family of David and obediently gives him the
name Jesus, which means “"God saves.”

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When
his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they
lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy
Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling
to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly.
But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do
not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in



her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to
name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All
this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord
through the prophet:

“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall name him Emmanuel,”

which means, “God is with us.” When Joseph awoke from sleep,
he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as
his wife, but had no marital relations with her until she had borne
a son; and he named him Jesus.



