SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR SUNDAY
April 24, 2022
Second Sunday in Easter

PSALM 8 - The Message
A reading from the Psalms.

8 God, brilliant Lord,
yours is a household name.

2 Nursing infants gurgle choruses about you;
toddlers shout the songs
That drown out enemy talk,
and silence atheist babble.

3-4 I look up at your macro-skies, dark and enormous,
your handmade sky-jewelry,
Moon and stars mounted in their settings.
Then I look at my micro-self and wonder,
Why do you bother with us?
Why take a second look our way?

5-8 Yet we’ve so narrowly missed being gods,
bright with Eden’s dawn light.
You put us in charge of your handcrafted world,
repeated to us your Genesis-charge,
Made us stewards of sheep and cattle,
even animals out in the wild,
Birds flying and fish swimming,
whales singing in the ocean deeps.

9 God, brilliant Lord,
your name echoes around the world.

GOSPEL: John 20:19-31

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and
the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked
for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and
said, “Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed them
his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they
saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “"Peace be with you. As
the Father has sent me, so I send you.” When he had said this,



he breathed on them and said to them, “"Receive the Holy Spirit.
If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you
retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was
not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him,
“"We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the
mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of
the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe. “A week
later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with
them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood
among them and said, “Peace be with you.” Then he said to
Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out
your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.”
Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to
him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed
are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples,
which are not written in this book. But these are written so that
you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of

God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.



