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John 1:35-51 The Message (MSG)
The holy gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.
35-36 The next day John was back at his post with two disciples, who were watching.
He looked up, saw Jesus walking nearby, and said, “Here he is, God’s Passover Lamb.”
37-38 The two disciples heard him and went after Jesus. Jesus looked over his shoulder
and said to them, “What are you after?”
They said, “Rabbi” (which means “Teacher”), “where are you staying?”
39 He replied, “Come along and see for yourself.”
They came, saw where he was living, and ended up staying with him for the day. It was
late afternoon when this happened.
40-42 Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two who heard John’s witness and
followed Jesus. The first thing he did after finding where Jesus lived was find his own
brother, Simon, telling him, “We’ve found the Messiah” (that is, “Christ”). He immediately
led him to Jesus.

Colossians 1:1-8 The Message (MSG)

1 1-2 I, Paul, have been sent on special assignment by Christ as part of God’s master
plan. Together with my friend Timothy, I greet the Christians and stalwart followers of
Christ who live in Colosse. May everything good from God our Father be yours!
3-5 Our prayers for you are always spilling over into thanksgivings. We can’t quit thanking
God our Father and Jesus our Messiah for you! We keep getting reports on your steady
faith in Christ, our Jesus, and the love you continuously extend to all Christians. The lines
of purpose in your lives never grow slack, tightly tied as they are to your future in heaven,
kept taut by hope.
5-8 is as true among you today as when you first heard it. It doesn’t diminish or weaken
over time. It’s the same all over the world. The Message bears fruit and gets larger and
stronger, just as it has in you. From the very first day you heard and recognized the truth of
what God is doing, you’ve been hungry for more. It’s as vigorous in you now as when you
learned it from our friend and close associate Epaphras. He is one reliable worker for
Christ! I could always depend on him. He’s the one who told us how thoroughly love had
been worked into your lives by the Spirit.
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