Today’s Readings

THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT
MARCH 8, 2015

FIRST READING: Exodus 20: 1-17 (Common English Bible)

Today’s Readings

THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT
MARCH 8, 2015

FIRST READING: Exodus 20: 1-17 (Common English Bible)

Then God spoke all these words:
2
I am the LORD your God who brought you out of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.
3
You must have no other gods before me.
4
Do not make an idol for yourself—no form whatsoever—of anything in the sky above or on
the earth below or in the waters under the earth. 5 Do not bow down to them or worship them,
because I, the LORD your God, am a passionate God. I punish children for their parents’ sins
even to the third and fourth generations of those who hate me. 6 But I am loyal and gracious to
the thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my commandments.
7
Do not use the LORD your God’s name as if it were of no significance; the LORD won’t forgive
anyone who uses his name that way.
8
Remember the Sabbath day and treat it as holy. 9 Six days you may work and do all your tasks,
10
but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. Do not do any work on it—not you,
your sons or daughters, your male or female servants, your animals, or the immigrant who is
living with you. 11 Because the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and everything
that is in them in six days, but rested on the seventh day. That is why the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.
12
Honor your father and your mother so that your life will be long on the fertile land that the
LORD your God is giving you.
13
Do not kill.
14
Do not commit adultery.
15
Do not steal.
16
Do not testify falsely against your neighbor.
17
Do not desire your neighbor’s house. Do not desire and try to take your neighbor’s wife, male
or female servant, ox, donkey, or anything else that belongs to your neighbor.
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18

The message of the cross is foolishness to those who are being destroyed. But it is the power
of God for those of us who are being saved. 19 It is written in scripture: I will destroy the wisdom
of the wise, and I will reject the intelligence of the intelligent. 20 Where are the wise? Where are
the legal experts? Where are today’s debaters? Hasn’t God made the wisdom of the world
foolish? 21 In God’s wisdom, he determined that the world wouldn’t come to know him through
its wisdom. Instead, God was pleased to save those who believe through the foolishness of
preaching. 22 Jews ask for signs, and Greeks look for wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified,
which is a scandal to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles. 24 But to those who are called—both
Jews and Greeks—Christ is God’s power and God’s wisdom. 25 This is because the foolishness
of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than human strength.
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GOSPEL: Mark 11:15–19 (NRSV)
15

Then they came to Jerusalem. And he entered the temple and began to drive out those who
were selling and those who were buying in the temple, and he overturned the tables of the
money changers and the seats of those who sold doves; 16and he would not allow anyone to
carry anything through the temple. 17He was teaching and saying, "Is it not written,
'My house shall be called a house of prayer for all the nations'?
But you have made it a den of robbers."
18
And when the chief priests and the scribes heard it, they kept looking for a way to kill him; for
they were afraid of him, because the whole crowd was spellbound by his teaching. 19And when
evening came, Jesus and his disciples went out of the city.
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