Today’s Readings

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
January 18, 2015

FIRST READING: Colossians 1:1–4, 9–14
A reading from Colossians.
Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother,
2
To the saints and faithful brothers and sisters in Christ in Colossae:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father.
3
In our prayers for you we always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
4
for we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all the saints,
9
For this reason, since the day we heard it, we have not ceased praying for you and asking that
you may be filled with the knowledge of God's will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding,
10
so that you may lead lives worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, as you bear fruit in every
good work and as you grow in the knowledge of God. 11May you be made strong with all the
strength that comes from his glorious power, and may you be prepared to endure everything
with patience, while joyfully 12giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the
inheritance of the saints in the light. 13He has rescued us from the power of darkness and
transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14in whom we have redemption, the
forgiveness of sins.
PSALM: Psalm 139:1–6, 12–18—Read responsively by whole verse.
LORD, you have searched me out;
O LORD, you have known me.
2
You know my sitting down and my rising up;
you discern my thoughts from afar.
3
You trace my journeys and my resting-places
and are acquainted with all my ways.
4
Indeed, there is not a word on my lips,
but you, O LORD, know it altogether.
5
You encompass me, behind and before,
and lay your hand upon me.
6
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;
it is so high that I cannot attain to it.
12
darkness is not dark to you; the night is as bright as the day;
darkness and light to you are both alike.
13
For you yourself created my inmost parts;
you knit me together in my mother's womb.
14
I will thank you because I am marvelously made;
your works are wonderful, and I know it well.
15
My body was not hidden from you,
while I was being made in secret and woven in the depths of the earth.
16
Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; all of them were written in your book;
my days were fashioned before they came to be.
17
How deep I find your thoughts, O God!
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How great is the sum of them!

18

How great is the sum of them!
If I were to count them, they would be more in number than the sand;
to count them all, my life span would need to be like yours.
GOSPEL: Mark 14:12–15, 22–25

If I were to count them, they would be more in number than the sand;
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The holy gospel according to St. Mark, the fourteenth chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

The holy gospel according to St. Mark, the fourteenth chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

12

On the first day of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover lamb is sacrificed, his disciples said
to him, "Where do you want us to go and make the preparations for you to eat the Passover?"
13
So he sent two of his disciples, saying to them, "Go into the city, and a man carrying a jar of
water will meet you; follow him, 14and wherever he enters, say to the owner of the house, 'The
Teacher asks, Where is my guest room where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?' 15He
will show you a large room upstairs, furnished and ready. Make preparations for us there."
22
While they were eating, he took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, gave it to
them, and said, "Take; this is my body." 23Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it
to them, and all of them drank from it. 24He said to them, "This is my blood of the covenant,
which is poured out for many. 25Truly I tell you, I will never again drink of the fruit of the vine
until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God."
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The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
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